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Compared to:

Breast Cancer Death Rates

25.6
deaths/ 100,000 females

U.S. CountiesMD Counties 
21 19.6
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County Group’s Head 
Calls State Economy 
‘Quirky’
MACO Meets with Commissioners
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Maryland Association of Counties (MACO) 
Executive Director Michael Sanderson 
talked about “how quirky a spot we’re in in 
the state’s general fund budget.” Sanderson 
gave the assessment dung the county asso-
ciation’s annual visit to the Calvert County 
Board of County Commissioners on Oct. 8. 
The county is a long-time member.

Sanderson said the state’s general fund bud-
get of $25 billion has “been really weird in a 
variety of ways” for the past couple of years.

He said, “You would expect the cost of 
living to be something like two- or three-per-
cent inflation, thereabouts. And on a $25 
billion budget, if the cost of living is three 
percent or so, then when someone buys a 
pair of shoes, they pay sale tax, that turns 
into a little bit more sales tax money. People 
get a little bit of a raise, that turns into more 
income tax money. State revenues you would 
think would grow by that. Plus, maybe a tiny 
bump for population or productivity. Typical 
growth, maybe like four percent in revenues. 
You don’t have to be an expert to kind of 
follow that a $25 billion budget usually has 
about a billion dollars in new revenues under 
ordinary circumstances.”

“Well, is our current economy strong or 
weak?” he asked “The easiest indicator you 
used to be able to look at was the unemploy-
ment rate. It’s a real nice quick measure is 
unemployment. Five, six, seven percent is 
kind of high. That means a sluggish economy, 
the factory laid off the second shift or other 
quick back of the thumbnail sorts of things.

“So, Maryland’s economy, our unem-
ployment rate is at or below three percent, 
which textbooks say you shouldn’t be able 
to maintain. That should be an indicator of a 
robust economy. Like we should be growing 
like crazy and instead of having four- or five 
percent growth in state revenues, which you 
would think with those ingredients, they just 
closed the books on last year and they’re 
projecting for 2024 into this year, 2025, 
one-percent growth and into ‘26 with even 
less than one-percent growth. That’s with 
the best bean counters in the game on con-
tract advising. That’s what the underlying 
piece of the Maryland economy looks like. 
Income tax in particular is really sluggish. 
So that’s just a weird circumstance that 
we’re in. A lot of the indicators suggest a 
strong economy. Consumer optimism and 
confidence is not strong.”

Sanderson observed. “The state’s sitting 
on seven, $800 million structural shortfall.”

He said costs are driven up by employee 
pay and the cost of goods and services. 

He noted, “Annapolis sometimes can 
manage without it being an absolute night-
mare. But after a couple years of a big but 

manageable problem, they run out of money 
in the trust fund that they’re using to pay for 
their share of the Blueprint, the big educa-
tion plan that we’re three years or so into the 
rollout for. And then they got to start paying 
cash for that to the tune of another $2 billion 
or so per year. So, the state’s problem goes 
from being difficult but manageable to basi-
cally unmanageable just a few years down 
the road. Does that mean, get a handle on it 
now and make a tough decision?

Sanderson said, “There’s only so many 
places to go. You want to solve a billion 
or two or three billion problem in the 
state’s general fund budget, you look at the 
Blueprint and you say, are there pieces we 
can push back our timetables, we can change 
our intermediate deliverables or that sort 
of thing. The governor hinted that maybe 
that sort of stuff is on the table, but there 
doesn’t seem to be unanimity with legisla-
tive leaders to do that. Do you go into the 
state budget and say we’ve negotiated a rate 
for the state employees, and we’ve got these 
services we want to do in our jails and envi-
ronmental department and so forth.”

He asked do you reduce those promises 
or “do you find the revenues to live up to the 
promises that you’ve made? Any of those 
are going to disappoint somebody and be 
frustrating to some constituency.”

He said, “Those are tough decisions. The 
later part of the four-year political cycle, 
the harder it is to make really tough, anger 
people type decisions. So, we’re in a tough 
spot to predict what Annapolis has next;”

He did note thar when Annapolis needs 
to find money they often fall back on the 
counties, as they did in the past with teacher 
pension monies and the county’s share of 
transportation revenues. Or they’ve found 
accounting solutions. But the size of the prob-
lem makes that a difficult solution, he added.

“Annapolis sometimes can pull rabbits out 
of the hat. Sometimes those hats, those rab-
bits actually come from local government.”

Sanderson said, “So we’re planning to 
play some defense on fiscal issues, espe-
cially if there’s not a big broad solution to 
all this stuff.”

Sanderson observed, “Transportation is in 
its own special fund with its own revenues, 
and they may be in even sharper crisis than 
the state’s general fund.” The county found 
out about that at the recent presentation from 
the Maryland Department of Transportation.

 Sanderson and MACO President, 
Baltimore County Executive Johnny 
Olszewski, Jr. said on the organization’s 
radar for the next session are housing costs 
and availability, local control over mar-
ijuana dispensaries, and solar energy and 
wind turbines.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Hello again,
INDEPENDENT

VOTERS
of Calvert County!
We trust that you know how 
crucial this election is for our 
nation, state, and county.

As of September 2024, we have 
16,572 Independent voters in 
Calvert County! We need each 
of you to vote on or before 
Tuesday, November 5.

Vote for the sensible 
and student-focused 
BOE team — the JAM 
team of Jeanette 
Flaim, Antoine White, 
and Mike Shisler!

Remember – no matter 
where you live in 
Calvert County, you 
can vote countywide 
for the BOE Election 
and vote for all 3 
districts!

Stay healthy!

By Authority of Citizens for Mike Shisler
Joan Shisler, Treasurer
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559 Solomons Island Road North  
Prince Frederick, MD

(In The Fox Run Shopping Center)

443-975-7313

We’re Moving Sale!We’re Moving Sale!
The Furniture Gallery Of Prince Frederick located at 559 Solomons Island Rd N. Prince

Frederick, MD lost our current lease and must Immediately Eliminate up to
$1,000,000 worth of Brand Name Furniture direct to the publick, on a first come
basis, to help us prepare for our move to our new location down the street, in the Prince

Frederick Center, near Dream Weavers’s. This Sale is good Thursday/Friday/Saturday
10am-7pm, and Sunday 12 Noon-5pm. Financing and delivery are available.

Shown Here Is ONLY A Small Sample Of Quality Furniture That All Must Go!

"This sale is an opportunity for 
Furniture shoppers to purchase a
wide array of quality furnishings for
every room in the home, including
brand name furniure at unprece-
dented discounts. Inventory will be
available for a limited time only –
everything must go."
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Town Poised to Name 
Baseball Field After 
Outgoing Mayor
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

In recognition of his contributions to youth 
sports, the Town Council of Chesapeake 
Beach is poised to name the baseball 
field art Kellam’s Field in honor of out-
going Mayor Pat Mahoney. It will be 
called Mahoney Diamond. The council is 
expected to introduce the legislation at its 
Oct. 19 meeting.

At an Oct. 7 town council work ses-
sion, Town Administrator Holly Wahl 
said, “There’s been some significant con-
tributions made by the mayor for youth 
recreation during his eight-year term as 
mayor. Top being acquiring Kellam’s Field 
in partnership with the Board of County 
Commissioners, which was valued at close 
to $2 million, at zero cost to the town. 
Really opening the gates of Kellam’s Field 
to be open to the general public for access 
to recreation, open, free play and space, and 
an overall public awareness that the field 
is town-owned and open for residents and 
general public’s enjoyment and organized 
sporting activities. Continued investments 
to maintain safe play areas. This includes 
adding fill to the fields, also installing a 
storm drain to alleviate water issues on the 
field itself.

“Converting the small baseball field to 
Bermuda grass to create additional prac-
tice spaces for varied sporting access. 
Allocating the funds necessary to ensure 
the Kellam’s Field concession stand can 
become a licensed food service facility. 
This is something that we have not had in 
the past. We’ve made progress with clean-
ing up the concession stand, new sealed 
windows, service doors as well, flooring, 
cabinets, and equipment.

“We’ve improved the large baseball field 
for continued representation of our local 
baseball teams, adding additional fill-in 
material, leveling the field as well. Also 
offering continued grants and funding to our 
youth sports organizations at no cost to the 
teams who meet non-profit requirements.”

Randy Wilkerson, baseball coach of 
Calvert Cutters, said, “We travel around 
to local areas using the baseball fields in 
the county, and we’re looking to utilize 
Kellam’s baseball facilities a lot more this 
upcoming spring and summertime.”

 Mahoney said, “I leave my door open 
when I’m in the office.  I had heard some 
scuttlebutt with a member of council… and 
some members of staff about this. I’m truly 
honored. I’m really just flabbergasted by 
this idea.”

Mahoney said, ‘Thanks to my strong 

partnership with county, former county 
commissioner Tim Hutchins and the cur-
rent president, Buddy Hance, I guess it was 
in my first term, I was able to acquire the 
field from the county at zero cost, which 
basically means that now the taxpayers own 
it. Now the taxpayers fund it to maintain it. 
It was big win. I remember the day a long 
time ago, because my son was a toddler, six 
or seven, and I went over there, it was one 
of those February days where it was 60 and 
sunny, and we grabbed a baseball bat and a 
glove and the baseball, and we went over 
there, and the field was locked. We weren’t 
allowed in there, this big old field, big green 
space. A dad and his kid weren’t allowed to 
go in there and throw a baseball, and I said 
something. and I was just told, well, it’s 
not open. It’s usually only open in the fall.”

Mahoney added, “Probably half the kids 
don’t sign up for a team. Maybe they’re not 
that good. Well, they’ll never develop skills 
or athleticism if they’re not on some green 
space somewhere where they’re comfort-
able with their family members, chasing a 
Frisbee or doing this or that. But you don’t 
have to be the captain of the team to use 
Kellam’s Field. And you go by there now 
and the gates are open, and people are in 
there playing it and using it. And it’s just 
one of the major accomplishments that this 
group has had because it’s for families, it’s 
for children.”

The town council members in attendance 
enthusiastically endorsed the idea of nam-
ing the baseball field in the mayor’s honor.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Chesapeake Beach Mayor Pat Mahoney

Life Sentence Issued 
for Attempted Murder 
of Deputy
Brandon Alexander Turner, 23, of 
Greenbelt, was sentenced on Oct. 11 to 
life imprisonment, with 40 years of active 
time, for the attempted first degree murder 
of Calvert County Master Deputy Sheriff 
James Flynt. 

Turner also received consecutive sen-
tences for first degree assaults on Deputy 
Anthony Aranda and Deputy Tyler Bowen.  
Turner’s total active period of incarceration 
equals 66 years.

On the evening of Dec. 17, 2022, Turner 
led deputies on a high-speed chase on MD 
Route 4 for nearly 10 miles.  During the 
chase, Turner produced a handgun and fired 
multiple shots at the pursuing deputies.  The 
chase ended near the Walnut Creek subdi-
vision in Huntingtown when Deputy Flynt 
executed a maneuver that caused Turner’s 
vehicle to crash.  Turner exited the vehicle 
and shot Deputy Flynt in the leg, severing 
an artery.  But for extraordinary measures, 
Deputy Flynt would have died.

At trial in June 2024, Turner was con-
victed by a jury of 16 separate offenses.  
The trial and sentencing were presided over 
by the Honorable Andrew S. Rappaport.

The case was prosecuted by Calvert 
County State’s Attorney Robert Harvey and 
Deputy State’s Attorney Timothy Maher.

Press Release from Calvert County  
State’s Attorney

Brandon Alexander Turner

Lusby Man Dies in 
Single-Car Crash
Maryland State Police are investigating a 
fatal single-vehicle crash in Calvert County. 
The crash occurred on Oct. 12 at approxi-
mately 4:35 a.m. on Route 4 near Skinners 
Turn Road. The deceased was identified as 
Perrin Douglas Hupp, 22, of Lusby.

EMS pronounced him deceased at the 
scene. Hupp was the driver and sole occu-
pant of a Mazda 6.

According to a preliminary investiga-

tion, the sedan was traveling northbound 
on Route 4 when it lost control and struck 
a utility pole. Police believe alcohol was 
not a factor.

The MSP Crash Team is leading the 
investigation. The cause of the crash 
remains under investigation.

Press Release from MSP
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

CalvertHealth Medical Center offers a 
range of services to patients diagnosed 
with breast cancer. And during this Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, the hospital is 
also holding a variety of events including 
the fun walk 5K run on Saturday, Oct. 19.

Oncology Social Worker Stacey Newman 
said, “My role is to see patients, both in the 
doctor’s offices, but also in our infusion cen-
ters. I provide a lot of psychosocial support 
to patients and their family members. And 
that can be the range of patients who are 
overwhelmed with their illness and their 
diagnosis, to some end-of-life discussions, 
things like that.

Newman added, “We have patients who 
have concerns with anxiety or depression to 
begin with. And then they have their diag-
nosis on top. So, it’s really talking to them 
and then finding out too what type of other 
support might they need in the community, if 
they need outpatient therapist or psychiatrist.

With Breast Nurse Navigator Megan 
Hance, they co-lead the breast cancer sup-
port group. Newman explained, “We just 
started a caregiver support group for the 
family members or friends who are the care-
givers. Then, I also do with another nurse 
navigator, a general cancer support group.”

Hance said, “I work primarily out of the 
Center for Breast Care, which is with our 
breast surgeon, so surgical oncology. And 
my role is really just to get the patient basi-
cally from biopsy through whatever their 
treatment is going to be, if that includes sur-
gery, involving medical oncology or che-
motherapy or other medical follow up, any 
imaging that is needed.”

Hance added, “I’m basically just the 
patient’s first point of contact for whatever 
they might need through their care.”

Newman said, “A lot of our patients 
have their own things going on in their life 
prior to their cancer diagnosis. So, they 
could already be dealing with anxiety and 
depression or being homeless or transporta-
tion or food insecurities. Those are a lot of 
the things that our patients come in with to 
begin with. And then they have the cancer 
diagnosis on top of it. So. we’re really try-
ing to provide a lot of support, connecting 
them to a lot of the community resources 
that are available. But then specifically for 
the cancer diagnosis, it’s scary and they can 
be overwhelmed, and things are moving so 
fast. So, it’s really making sure that they’re 
understanding what their doctors are saying, 
what the process is going to be. It’s great that 
we have the nurse navigators to kind of walk 
them through everything. But being able to 
a sounding board for them so that patients 
can even just talk about how they’re feel-
ing and talk about if they are overwhelmed, 
what are some of the things that we could 
help them with?’

There could be a self-esteem issue, she 
said. “The breast cancer itself, there’s so 
much that comes with that, and so it abso-
lutely can affect your self-esteem as well. 

And so, it’s really supporting them. And 
that’s part of the goal with our breast can-
cer support group, is to have the patients 
be able to talk with other people who are 
at various stages in their treatment, for the 
patients to understand that they’re not the 
only one who may be having self-esteem 
issues or other concerns.”

As to loss of hair from chemotherapy, 
Newman said, “I’ve had other patients that 
treat is, okay, I’m going to lose my hair, 
but this gives me the opportunity to dye my 
hair pink before I lose it all. And they never 
would’ve maybe done something like that 
before. I’ve had patients that wanted to do 
a mohawk before they shaved their hair. So, 
they really have taken some control of that, 
with some patients. But it is a concern with 
some, so we certainly support them in con-
necting them to organizations that they can 
work with to get wigs and scarfs and head-
wear, if that’s something that they’d like.”

Hance said, “That is absolutely one of 
the no. 1 concerns patients have when they 
come up against chemotherapy. It’s proba-
bly the most common side effect that we all 
sort of equate with it. But Stacy’s right, we 
see a lot of creative hairstyles and colors and 
ways to sort of cope with that. And I love 
how Stacy said that they were taking control 
of that. That’s absolutely something that’s 
so important, because a lot of what’s going 
to happen, while we want it to feel like it 
may not completely be in their control, they 
may have choices, but these choices are not 
something someone would choose really to 
do at any given time. We definitely have 
great resources to offer them to help with 
wigs and headscarves and things like that.”

She added, “It’s going to be different for 
everyone with that too. For patients after the 
very first cycle of chemotherapy, they start 
to see a lot of that hair falling out, for some 
patients, they can get through almost their 
entire course before that actually happens 
for them.”

Newman said, “Every new breast can-
cer patient that comes in is given a distress 
screening tool that they fill out. Megan sends 
all of those to me. So based on what they 
say on that screening, I may initially get in 
touch with the patient. The other avenue of 
how I get in touch with them is if they are 

coming in for chemotherapy, I see all of our 
new chemotherapy patients within their first 
three visits.”

Hance said there is a patient navigator 
available for the financial aspect, “who was 
a dedicated position to help patients with 
financial concerns. There’s many  organiza-
tions that are there with resources to help not 
just pay for their treatments and cancer care, 
even pay for things such as grocery bills, 
utilities, because we don’t want anyone to 
have to choose between groceries that week 
or their chemo.”

Hance explained the various steps of 
treatment. “The way it begins is, hopefully 
they’ve been keeping up with your yearly 
mammograms. We recommend yearly mam-
mograms starting at age 40 and doing them 
until they can’t do them anymore. There’s 
really no endpoint, or any age specific time 
to stop. Typically, they have a mammogram 
done, something’s identified, they have a 
biopsy. And once those biopsy results are 
received, they can be referred to us here at 
the breast center. Typically, they start with the 
breast surgeon who reviews all of their results 
and images and talks to them about a plan.

“For many patients, the progression 
seems to be biopsy, surgery, sometimes 
chemotherapy, not all. Radiation plays a 
big role, particularly in what type of sur-
gery a patient has. If they were to have a 
lumpectomy, meaning they just have the 
cancer removed from their breast, a radia-
tion is almost always given. If they have a 
mastectomy, which is completely removing 
the breast tissue, radiation is not always a 
given. And for many patients, they’re for-
tunate to have the benefit of being able to 
take an anti-hormonal therapy following all 
of this treatment, which helps more in the 
preventative way of making sure that the 
breast doesn’t make breast cancer again. It 
also protects the other breast.”

 Newman said about the support groups, 
“It’s a very open group, and so it’s avail-
able for breast cancer patients, at all stages. 
And we’ve been doing the group for years. 
So, we have some patients who have been 
coming for years, and they find it very reas-
suring to be able to talk about what they 
experienced and their concerns and things 
along the way.

“And then we also have patients who 
come in who have just newly been diag-
nosed. And so, it’s helpful for them to be 
able to connect with other people, asking 
questions. When we have patients who are 
just kind of starting their journey, they’re 
able to ask suggestions from other group 
members. We also have presenters that come 
into the group occasionally. So, last month 
we had our physical therapist who special-
izes with our breast cancer patients come in 
and just kind of talk about some of what she 
does with patients, if that’s needed.”

Hance said, “A lot of the things I end up 
helping with in the support groups are ques-
tions about side effects of medications they 
might be experiencing, certain questions 
about having imaging done, whether it’s 
time for a mammogram, a breast, MRI, and 
why they need both, what’s the difference? 
And really if they’re having any issues with 
getting something scheduled as far as imag-
ing or testing goes, or just kind of meeting 
that advocate or that bridge between them 
and the provider.”

Hance said of what she sees every day, 
“Everybody’s different. There is never the 
same and there is something to learn every 
day.”

At CalvertHealth, she said, “We are able 
to offer the surgical oncology, the medical 
oncology; we are affiliated with a radiation 
oncology office where their closest loca-
tions are either Charlotte Hall or Waldorf. 
So that’s the only service that is not offered 
on site. But we are the direct connection 
to them.”

As part of Cancer Awareness Month, 
CalvertHealth is holding the Breast Cancer 
5K Run and Fun Walk this Saturday, Oct. 
19 on Solomons Island. Vendors start at 
7 a.m. with the race starting at 8:30 a.m. 
Funds raised will go to the for the Sheldon 
E. Goldberg Center for Breast Care.

This year they are excited to be add-
ing a fun approximately one-and-a-half 
mile walk, which will follow along scenic 
Solomons Island! 

To register go to: www.calverthealthfoun-
dation.org/CH-5K-Run-Walk

dickmyers@countytimes.net

7 LOCAL NEWS

Array of Services Support CalvertHealth 
Breast Cancer Patients
Breast Cancer Awareness Month Observed

CalvertHealth Breast Nurse Navigator Megan Hance
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educational achievement. CCPS is ranked 
5th in the state and our CTA and AP and 
dual enrollment programs are well estab-
lished. Calvert County is one of the top 
three wealthiest counties in Maryland and 
our school system can afford the educa-
tional reforms. Calvert should never say “we 
can’t” or “we’re good enough”, investing in 
our students, staff, and our futures is a goal 
that everyone can support.

Goshorn: While the Blueprint is a require-
ment, it’s not financially feasible as it stands. 
We would likely need to raise local taxes in 
addition to a significant contribution from 
the state. Although there are many valuable 
initiatives, I’d like to see in CCPS, we face 
both financial and practical challenges that 
need to be addressed first. For instance, 
expanding full-day preschool and imple-
menting a 60/40 teaching-to-planning ratio 
would require physical space that we simply 
don’t have at this time.

What do you see as the most pressing 
issue before the board in the first year?

Marchio: While the budget is the largest 
looming issue, we need to first renew our 
focus on safety, discipline and respect in our 
schools. Teachers have made their concerns 
known at recent board meetings, and the 
situation needs urgent attention. While there 
have been some positive steps recently, more 
needs to be done. Students are still avoid-
ing bathrooms because they’ve become hot 
spots for vaping and fights. We can’t rely 
on teachers to confront unruly teens, they 
need to focus on educating. My priority is 
to have a dedicated SRO in every school 
and empower them to help restore order and 
create a safer learning environment for our 
students and staff.

Shisler: As long as I can remember, each year 
the budget for CCPS becomes the elephant 
in the room. Each year, we need to build a 
school budget that addresses the needs of our 
kids, our staff, and our buildings. Our annual 
budget cannot be covered by a blank check. 
We need to make sure that we all are paying 
our fair share at the state and local levels. 
Our budget building process and funding 
requests must be transparent. Our citizens 
need to know what it takes to build and pro-
tect a great to excellent school system where 

each of our graduates leaves with options to 
pursue for his/her success in life.

Harrison: For FY26, the most pressing issue 
is the restoration of $22.5M in state appro-
priation to CCPS. In FY25, CCPS is using 
reserves (Fund Balance) to meet operating 
needs. If state funding is not restored, the 
Calvert County Commissioners will then be 
requested to close the operating gap ($10M) 
as they were asked to do for FY25.

White:As we look ahead to the next year, 
there isn’t one specific issue that needs to be 
focused on. Our school system has demon-
strated steady growth in academics, safety, 
and discipline over the past four years. 
Building on this momentum, our goal is to 
become Maryland’s top-performing school 
system. My commitment is to ensure each 
student achieves excellence and is fully 
prepared for graduation, with pathways 
to two-year or four-year colleges, military 
service, workforce, or vocational training. 
Furthermore, I prioritize recognizing the 
value of our teachers, support staff, admin-
istrators, bus drivers, and central office per-
sonnel with fair compensation and support.

Flaim: The most pressing issue facing the 
board is funding. Without fully funding our 
educational system we are not able to reas-
sure educators that their positions are secure, 
purchase laptops for all our students, support 
our sports, arts, sciences, etc., provide proper 
maintenance, build new schools, and promote 
programs that will help our students. My 29 
years of experience gives me the knowledge 
and expertise to examine the budget and pro-
mote how our administrators have been fiscally 
responsible by utilizing different programs to 
save money. By using concrete examples of 
conscientious budgeting we can advocate for 
more funding from our community. 

Goshorn: Academic achievement has 
many significant barriers that need to be 
addressed. Safety and security of our school 
buildings and classrooms, unmanageable 
administrative tasks on classroom staff, out-
dated or insufficient curriculum offerings, 
and unnecessary political influence in the 
classroom. We need to get back to basics, 
improve operational efficiencies, and ensure 
school system spending directly impacts 
student achievement.

8

Melissa GoshornJeanette Flaim

Sponsored by the Calvert Alliance Against 
Substance Abuse, Inc., Maryland State Police, 
Barrack “U”, Calvert County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Calvert County Health Department. 

For more information, call 410-535-3733.

Take-Back DayTake-Back Day
Calvert County Prescription Medication

Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
No questions asked!
• Remove unused and expired medications from 

your home.
• Keep prescription medications from being 

abused.
• Prevention, treatment and recovery 

information will be available.
• Deterra medication drug disposal packets 

will be available free of charge for county 
residents. The packets allow medications 
to be deactivated and thrown in your 
household trash. Limit of three packets per 
family, while supplies last.

Drop Off Locations: 
Northeast Community Center
4075 Gordon Stinnett Ave., Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

Southern Community Center
20 Appeal Lane, Lusby, MD 20657

24/7 Prescription Drug Drop Boxes located at:
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office
30 Church Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678

Maryland State Police, Barrack “U”
210 Main Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678

VOTER’S GUIDE
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Why are you a better candidate than 
your opponent?

Joseph Marchio (District 1): I’m a father of 
two students currently enrolled in Calvert 
County Public Schools. I fully understand 
that my decision making would have a direct 
effect on my children’s education and safety 
while in CCPS. My decisions will be based 
on what is best for all students from an edu-
cational and safety standpoint. What we don’t 
need are more “status quo” candidates push-
ing the same policies that led us to where we 
are, no. 5 in the state = 70% failing math & 
no. 4 in the state = 40% can’t read. We need 
a fresh vision focused on making the basics 
a priority once again. There is too much 
emphasis on ideology and not enough on con-
crete action. Our teachers are already over-
whelmed. We need to shift our focus towards 
creating a five-star school system that serves 
students, parents and educators alike.

Mike Shisler (District 1): I am not here to 
evaluate the other 1st district candidate. 
That’s the job of Calvert County voters. 
My life has revolved around education. My 
first teaching position was with the Peace 
Corps in Central Africa. After I returned, I 
taught in Baltimore City and later in Anne 
Arundel County. I have taught and worked 
with Calvert County Public Schools for 43 
years: 10 years teaching between Appeal 
ES and Mutual ES. I then served as assis-
tant principal at Beach ES, and then I served 
as principal at Beach for 29 years. I taught 
graduate education courses for a decade for 
McDaniel College. I read frequently about 
education and its local, national, and inter-
national efforts. Education is fascinating and 
complicated. Our main duty as adults and 
educators is to make sure each of our kids is 
respected, protected, and loved.

Paul Harrison (District 2): I am certainly 
a different candidate than my opponent. 
With 35 years of administrative experience 
in education, mostly as an accountant, I am 
uniquely positioned to best manage the $309 
million annual budget of CCPS.

Antoine White (District 2): As a board of 
education member for four years, I have 
navigated the most challenging periods, 
including the pandemic and school bus 
driver strike, while advocating for students 

and CCPS staff. My leadership has fostered 
innovative initiatives, such as project-based 
learning, mediation, and restorative justice, 
to enhance our county’s education system.

Jeanette Flaim (District 3): My professional 
career as a Contracts and AR Manager for 
Freestate Electrical has provided me with 
the essential skills of listening, learning, 
reviewing, researching, collaborating, and 
negotiating. For the last 18 months I have 
faithfully attended the BOE meetings in per-
son, as well as attending the Science and 
Engineering Expo, History Fair, Writing 
Nights, plays, CTA open house, summer 
graduations, etc. and I will continue to be 
an involved and available board member. I 
have extensive experience as an engaged 
CCPS parent and a firm belief that every 
student deserves an excellent education.

Melissa Goshorn (District 3): With 3 chil-
dren currently in CCPS, I have a vested 
interest in our school system. I’ve been 
actively involved through our Citizens 
Advisory Committee and currently sit on the 
Calvert Blueprint Committee. I’ve fought to 
get kids back in schools during covid, spo-
ken at countless board meetings, rallied with 
our bus drivers for better pay, and advocated 
for parental rights. I’m not just campaign-
ing; my heart is with these kids!

How will you decide an issue when your 
personal beliefs conflict with input you 
have received at board meetings, and by 
email ad social media?

Marchio: I will not compromise my values 
and beliefs due to the input or pressure from 
others. For example, I will not put our girls’ 
safety, scholarships, and female spaces at 
risk because a biological male claims to be 
female. However, leadership is about bal-
ancing personal beliefs that will naturally 
influence decisions, with law and input from 
stakeholders. Ultimately, I will work to 
serve all of CCPS and consider all perspec-
tives before casting my vote on any issue.

Shisler: My personal beliefs are based on 
my life’s experiences, what I read, and the 
people with whom I work and interact. I am 
not a social media user. My job is to listen, 
and then evaluate, and act based on what I 
hear, see, and know. Folks can contact me 

if they have questions or ideas to share. My 
contact info: mikeshisler@comcast.net and 
cell: 410-474-4848

Harrison: I am running on my beliefs and 
voters will decide if that is what they want 
for the BOE.

White: As an elected board member, I am 
tasked with collecting and considering all 
pertinent data and stakeholder perspectives 
before rendering decisions, strictly adher-
ing to federal, state, and organizational pol-
icies. My duty is to serve students’ interests, 
keeping personal beliefs distinct from deci-
sion-making processes.

Flaim: In my professional career I research 
issues extensively, seeking information from 
a variety of unbiased sources to reach a fair 
and equitable decision and will bring that 
experience to the Board of Education. Board 
members follow federal law and guidelines 
from the MSDE as well as sending out sur-
veys to educators, students and parents/
guardians and receiving feedback through 
public comments, emails, and social media. 
Securing a great education for our students 
requires us to leave behind personal political 
agendas and work collaboratively to build 
and support educational opportunities and 
excellence for all students.

Goshorn: When elected, I will collaborate 
with all stakeholders to find solutions to our 
complex challenges. I recognize the impor-
tance of balancing personal views with 
Maryland law, community input, and our 
other board members. To gain a well-rounded 
perspective, I plan to survey staff, parents, and 
students directly, rather than relying solely on 
feedback from organized groups.

Will the school system be able to afford 
the state-mandated education reforms? 
Explain.

Marchio: No. The Blueprint, while well 
intended, is focused around the belief that 
if you just throw enough money at a prob-
lem, it will go away or improve. There are 
pay rate requirements and position require-
ments (more administrators instead of more 
teachers) that may not really be needed in 
improving our education system in Calvert 
County. The Blueprint requires funding full 

day pre-school, a decrease in teaching time 
(requiring more teachers), etc., all of which 
drive up costs to the taxpayers. With funding 
taken away by the state, the only way to fund 
this is to increase property tax – unaccept-
able. Calvert County currently pays $18,200 
per student, Baltimore County pays $23,200 
per student. Does anyone think more money 
would solve the problems in Baltimore?

Shisler: In the USA, we have a pattern of 
new reform movements every 10 years 
beginning with the first George Bush and 
Clinton. In Maryland, it started with MSPP 
with Glendening. We always start off with 
great goals and plans. Our national and state 
reforms wither away because we don’t fund 
them for the long term. Other events take 
over, like 9/11, and the decades long war 
on terror. We fall repeatedly into the trap of 
considering education only as a cost, and 
not as an investment in our kids, our county, 
and our nation. So, it’s not our school system 
that has to be able to afford the Blueprint. 
The better question is: Will our state and 
county commit to investing in our kids, staff, 
and communities for the long term? There 
are over 3,100 counties in the USA. Calvert 
County ranks 17th nationally in terms of 
wealth. Among MD counties, we rank 2nd 
in terms of wealth. So, what will we do?

Harrison: No, most state mandates are 
unfunded putting additional pressure on 
local governments. We should push back 
on these mandates and continually ask 
the question of where all the Lottery and 
Gaming revenues are for Education.

White: I am confident that we can accommo-
date the state-mandated education reforms 
within our budget. Having navigated four 
budget cycles as a board member, including 
the most recent challenging cycle, I’ve seen 
firsthand the value of collaboration with the 
superintendent and Calvert county commis-
sioners. By recovering from the $22.5 mil-
lion shortfall and working together, I believe 
Calvert county’s elected officials will ensure 
our system’s financial stability.

Flaim: The Blueprint for Maryland is an 
important document for the school system 
and deserves universal support. Pay should 
be increased for our staff and Head Start 
programs are crucial for the foundation of 

Antoine WhitePaul HarrisonJoseph Marchio Mike Shisler

Board of Education Candidates on Top Issues
VOTER’S GUIDE
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Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Thu, Oct 17
Surviving Rt. 4: SHOULD You Drive?

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6-7:30 p.m.

Learn how to assess your or your loved one’s 
readiness and safety to navigate the traffic of 
Rt. 4. Learn some compensation strategies 
for areas of weakness. Learn how to help 
someone who’d be better off NOT driving 
come to that conclusion. 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Fri, Oct 18
Fall Festival

Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church
9463 HG Trueman Rd, Lusby
4-6 p.m. 

Fun for all ages. Games, food, bounce 
house, pony rides, cake walk, prizes.

Sat, Oct 19
Lower Marlboro Freedom Day

Lower Marlboro United Methodist Church
6519 Lower Marlboro Lane, Owings

Lower Marlboro Hall
3911 Lower Marlboro Road, Owings
1 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Citizens are invited to celebrate and revel 
in Calvert County history at a celebra-
tion to commemorate freedom of those 
who escaped slavery with the help of the 
British during the War of 1812. For more 
information visit calvertcounty.gov/Lower-
Marlboro-Freedom-Day or contact Natural 
Resources Division Chief Karyn Molines 
at 410-535-5327 or by email at Karyn.
Molines@calvertcountymd.gov.Fish

Fish Fry

North Beach Fire Department
8536 Bayside Rd., Chesapeake Beach
12-4 until Sold Out 

$20 fish or chicken wings; $28 combo: fish 
& chicken wings. With potato salad, green 
beans, and bread. Sherri Gray, 410-474-
5307 or Linda Hall, 202-256-9651

Pop-up Market and Adoption Event 

Vintage by the Bay and 
Blue Heron Boutique
645 Deale Rd., Deale
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Wag-o-ween benefits the Humane Society of 
Calvert County. Food, fun, crafts, and puppies

Pop-in with Poppie

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

Make your Saturday afternoon memorable 
by coming to visit with our very own Pop 
Star “Poppie,” our Virginia Opossum. You 
can join the Poppie paparazzi in the museum 
lobby with one of our educational interpret-
ers, learn all kinds of fun possum facts, and 
visit our Museum Store for possum fan gear. 
Since the welfare of our animals is our pri-
mary concern, Poppie’s ability to visit with 
her adoring public may occasionally be sub-
ject to change on short notice.

Halloween Painting Party

Freedom Hill Horse Rescue
7940 Flint Hill Rd., Owings
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Join FHHR and our horses for a spook-tac-
ular painting party! Inspired by our Equine 
Assisted Learning programs, participants 
should come prepared to customize a pre-
drawn, Halloween-themed canvas. This ses-
sion also includes meet and greets with our 
horses, discussions on horse health and nutri-
tion, and how these lessons can be applied to 
the participants’ well-being. For tickets go to 
www.eventbrite.com/e/halloween-painting- 

party-tickets-989268156687?aff= 
oddtdtcreator.

Fiber Fiends: Knitting and Crocheting

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
2-4 p.m.

If you knit, embroider or crochet, or would 
like to learn, join us on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month. Registration requested. BYOY! 
(Bring Your Own Yarn!) 410-326-5289. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Sun, Oct 20
Beyond the Displays: Artifact Stories

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30 p.m.

Join Lori for an insightful exploration of 
the museum’s artifacts, uncovering their ori-
gins and significance. Discover the history 
behind the emblem from a paddle wheel 
boat, the tools found in the blacksmith shop, 
and the Gov. R. M. McLane name board. 
Hear captivating stories about WWII’s 
impact on the Solomons community and 
uncover hidden pictures within the museum 
murals. It’s a unique opportunity to delve 
into local history and see these artifacts in a 
new light. Learn something new every tour. 
Included with museum admission. 

Tue, Oct 22
Book Discussion

Calvert Library (Online)
8-9 p.m.

Join us this month to discuss “What Storm, 
What Thunder” by Myriam J.A. Chancy. 
One Maryland One Book is a program of 
Maryland Humanities. Meeting link will 
be sent to registrants morning of event. 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Oct 23
Job Seeker Resources

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Maryland Department of Labor, Veterans 
Program, Senior Community Service 
Employment and Job Service representa-
tives will be in person to meet with those 
seeking employment or career change. 
Walk-ins welcome on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of every month. 410-535-0291 
or 301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.
info. 

Library Art League: Chibi Portraits

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us for an event exploring how to draw 
portraits in chibi manga style. For artists 
ages 10-18. Registration required. 410-257-
2411. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Homeschool Day in Solomons: Cycles 
and Stages 

Calvert Marine Museum and 
Annemarie Garden
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Ideal for grades K-5, but all ages can dis-
cover something new. Space is available at 
both locations to enjoy your lunch. Pick up 
an interactive Homeschool BINGO card at 
CMM, complete the tasks at both sites to earn 
BINGO, and turn it in at AMG for the chance 
to win a prize! Pre-registration not required. 
Regular admission applies for both locations. 

CMM 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
AMG 12 - 3 p.m. 
For more information, visit: www.calvert-

marinemuseum.com/182/Homeschool. Visit 
www.annmariegarden.org for information 
about AMG. 

CALENDARS 10
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27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
Serving Calvert, Charles, and 

St. Mary’s Counties

Professional Guaranteed Work 
Every Time

No Job Too Big,
No Job Too Small.
We Do Them All!

JustCuttsLawns

Call 301-556-8335

Yard Clean Up
Trimming Shrubs

Mowing
Cut Beds & Mulch

Free 
Estimate

Brush Cleaning & Removal

50,000 REASONS
TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Advertise with the County Times and reach up to 

50,000 potential customers in print & online each week. 
Call us at 301-373-4125 to learn more.
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Liquor Wine &BeerLiquor Wine &Beer
20.99
10-Oz., Cans
24-Pack  
Budweiser

46.99
1.75L Orange Irish Whiskey Or
Jameson  
Irish Whiskey

17.99
1.75L
Canadian Club  
1858 Whiskey

25.99
750mL
Aperol  
Aperitivo Liqueur

16.98
750mL
Alamos Scleccion 
Malbec

15.99
750mL
Josh Reserve 
Zinfandal

13.99
750mL
Freixenet Asti 
Docg

27.99
12-Pk., 12-Oz., Cans
High Noon  
Variety Pack

47.99
1.75L
Jim Beam 
White Label

37.99
1.75L
Jose Cuervo 
Tequila Silver

20.99
1.75L (Excludes Crystal)
Don Q  
Rum

39.99
750mL
Cloudy Bay 
Savignon Blanc

9.99
750mL, All Flavors
Sweetland Cellars  
Wines

9.99
750mL
Chateau Souverain 
Pinot Noir

14.99
12-Oz. Bottles
18-Pack  
Miller Lite

7.99
1.75L
McCormick  
Gin

37.99
1.75L
Jose Cuervo 
Tequila Gold

69.99
1.75L
Grand Marnier 
Liqueur

9.98
750mL
Cupcake Sauvignon 
Blanc

14.49
750mL., All Flavors
Bonterra  
Wines

24.99
750mL
Force & Grace 
Cabernet Sauvignon

19.99
12-Oz., Bottles
12-Pack 
Modelo Especial

35.99
1.75L
Ketel One  
Vodka

35.99
1.75L
Dewar’s  
White Label

56.99
750mL
D’usse Cognac 
VSOP 80

17.99
750mL, John & Michelle Jam Cellars
Butter  
Chardonnay

19.99
12-Oz. Cans
24-Pack  
Yuengling

27.99
1.75L
Captain Morgan  
Spiced Rum

57.99
750mL
Casamigos  
Anejo Tequila

47.99
1.75L
Aviation  
Gin

10.99
750mL
Noble Vines 181  
Merlot

3.48
45-Oz.

Blue Bonnet  
Margarine Spread

2/$5
7 To 8-Oz. Selected

Borden  
Shredded Cheese

6.98
89-Oz., Selected
Tropicana  

Orange Juice

5/$5
8-Oz., Selected
Green Giant  
Vegetables

2/$5
12.7-Oz. French Toast Sticks 

Or 10.75 To 12.3-Oz., Selected
Eggo Frozen 

Waffles

9.98
22-Oz., Selected
Foster Farms 

Chicken Wings

2.98
16 To 28-Oz., Selected Checker’s, Nathan’s Or

Arby’s  
Fries

1.78
9.8 To 10.9 Oz., Selected

Totino’s  
Party Pizza

4.48
8 To 11-Oz., Selected

T.G.I.Friday’s 
Appetizers

2/$6
12.84 To 16-Oz., Selected

Mrs. T’s 
Pierogies

7.997.99
750mL750mL
Vint By Vint By 
Robert MondaviRobert Mondavi

Oven Roasted Or Buffalo
Kretschmar 

Chicken Breast

7.98Lb.

8-Oz., Selected
Bakery Fresh  

Fudge

4.98

White Or Yellow
Kretschmar 

American Cheese

5.98Lb.

19.5-Oz., Selected
Dutch Apron 
Cake Rolls

6.58

61-Oz.
Double Layer   
Carrot Cake

13.98
8-In. Pumpkin Or

Baked 
Sweet Potato Pie

5.48

2/4

WineWine of theof the    MonthMonth

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

Cool SavingsCool Savings

Bakery & Deli FreshBakery & Deli Fresh
Liquor Wine &BeerLiquor Wine &Beer

20.99
10-Oz., Cans
24-Pack  
Budweiser

46.99
1.75L Orange Irish Whiskey Or
Jameson  
Irish Whiskey

17.99
1.75L
Canadian Club  
1858 Whiskey

25.99
750mL
Aperol  
Aperitivo Liqueur

16.98
750mL
Alamos Scleccion 
Malbec

15.99
750mL
Josh Reserve 
Zinfandal

13.99
750mL
Freixenet Asti 
Docg

27.99
12-Pk., 12-Oz., Cans
High Noon  
Variety Pack

47.99
1.75L
Jim Beam 
White Label

37.99
1.75L
Jose Cuervo 
Tequila Silver

20.99
1.75L (Excludes Crystal)
Don Q  
Rum

39.99
750mL
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47.99
1.75L
Aviation  
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10.99
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Noble Vines 181  
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3.48
45-Oz.

Blue Bonnet  
Margarine Spread

2/$5
7 To 8-Oz. Selected

Borden  
Shredded Cheese

6.98
89-Oz., Selected
Tropicana  

Orange Juice

5/$5
8-Oz., Selected
Green Giant  
Vegetables
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Or 10.75 To 12.3-Oz., Selected
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T.G.I.Friday’s 
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Mrs. T’s 
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5.98Lb.

19.5-Oz., Selected
Dutch Apron 
Cake Rolls

6.58

61-Oz.
Double Layer   
Carrot Cake

13.98
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Sweet Potato Pie
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2/4

WineWine of theof the    MonthMonth

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Sat, Oct 19
Poker at HVRS

Hollywood Volunteer Rescue Squad
43256 Rescue Ln., Hollywood
6 p.m.

$85.00 buy-in for $20k in chips. Rounds 
are 20 minutes each. Doors open at 5 pm, 
tournament starts at 6pm. BYOB, food and 
sodas will be available for purchase.

See www.hvrs.org for more info. Chance 
at 50/50 included in your buy-in. Tables 
deal their own cards, dealers are not pro-
vided. Late Entries permitted until 1st break, 
approx. 7 pm cut off. No rebuys allowed.

Please note this event is at the rescue 
squad, not the fire house.

Concert to Benefit Hurricane Helene 
Victims

Patuxent Presbyterian Church
23421 Kingston Creek Rd., California
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Everyone is invited. Event sponsored by 
Apostolic Church in Jesus Christ

Sun, Oct 20
All You Can Eat Breakfast

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Rd., Hollywood
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

$15 for ages 13 & up; $8 for ges 4-12; FREE 
for age 3 and under. Menu: bacon, sausage, 
scrapple, scrambled eggs, apples, pota-
toes, waffles, chipped beef, biscuits, made 
to order omelettes, assorted beverages. 
Mimosas and Bloody Marys  Available for 
an additional charge

Leonardtown Wellness Day

Leonardtown
9 a.m. to 7 p..m.

Leonardtown Wellness Day organized by 
Reflexology with Ruth of SaltroomSOMD and 
with participation of local small businesses.

• 9am Tai Chi Town Square
• 10am Gong bath
• 10am-2pm Seated Chair Massage 

15min $15 Town Square
• 11-2pm Meet DeeKline Wellness 

@ Botanic Cafe (in the garden) 
Learn about Biofeedback with a free 
Food Scan. Enter drawing for gift 
certificates!

• 12-2pm Visit SoundflowSOMD new 
Energy Studio. Offering Sound baths 

& more. Located above The Arts 
Council across from Marie & Nash. 

• 5-7:30pm Kids yoga & exercise, 7 
ft interactive Kaleidoscope, Bubble 
zone & Sunset Water Lantern Release. 
(Lanterns will be collected after event 
by volunteers)

Check posted events schedule for more 
details!

Craft & Vendor Fair

Mechanicsville Moose Lodge 495 
27636 Mechanicsville Rd., Mechanicsville
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Never too early to start Christmas Shopping. 
Proceeds will benefit Clements Cuties in 
memory of Peyton Greer. Free admission. 
We will be accepting monetary donations 
at the door. Baskets raffles, food for sale, 
over 40 vendors & crafters. This event is 
full for vendors. Please do not contact the 
Moose Lodge.

Designer Purse Bingo

Mechanicsville VFD
28165 Hills Club Rd., Mechanicsville
12:30 p.m. to 5p.m.

Come join us for an afternoon of bingo fun 
filled with chances to win designer purses, 
raffles, door prizes and more! Food and 
beverages will be available for purchase. 

Proceeds will benefit the Southern Maryland 
Boot Scooters Walk to End Alzheimer’s and 
the Sabres 14U Gold Hockey Team.

Pitch Tournament

Potomac Gardens
20254 Colton’s Point Rd., Coltons Point
2 p.m.

Entry fee $25.00. Benefits the 7th District 
VFD Auxililary. 1st place $100; 2nd place 
$50; 3rd place $25. Prizes donated by Triton 
Defense.

Scratch off basket and 50/50 raffle tickets 
$1.00 each or 6/$5.00. Snacks and home-
made desserts available. 

Contact Bobbie at 301-481-1510 for 
information or to make reservations. 

Mon, Oct 21
ELKs Texas Holdem Tournament

St Mary’s County Elks Lodge
45779 Fire Department Ln., California
7 p.m.

Buy-in: $35.00. Blinds will start at 25-50 
and progress every 20 minutes. Please enter 
through the side of the building. For any ques-
tion or additional details contact James Dean: 
240-577-0828 or jdeanjunior@gmail.com
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Breeze Into Something
DELICIOUS

 PRICES GOOD FROM
Oct. 16 THRU Oct. 22, 2024

WE ACCEPT: WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 16 17 18 19  20 21 22 

Farm To Table
TTAABBLLEE
FFAARRMM
TABLE
FARMto

Springer Mtn. Farms
Bone-In Split 

Chicken Breast

1.98 Lb.

USDA Inspected, Bone-In
Pork Butt  
Steaks

2.98 Lb.

Delicious!
Sea  

Scallops

15.98Lb.

Butcher’s Best
Boneless  
Beef Stew

5.98 Lb.

Fresh
Cod 
Fillets

9.99 Lb.

13 To 14-Oz., Turkey, Polska 
Kielbasa Or

Hillshire Farm 
Smoked Sausage

3.98
1-Lb., Nature’s Best

Perch  
Fillets

4.98

18.4-Oz., Selected
Prairie Fresh 

Pork Tenderloin

6.98
1-Lb., 26/30-Ct.

Southern Seas  
EZ Peel 

Raw Shrimp

5.98

12 Oz., Reg. Or Thick
Gwaltney  

Bacon

2.98
12-Oz.

BBQ Bay  
Shrimp 
Skewers

4.98

10-Oz., Selected
Fresh Express  

Caesar Kit

2/$6

Old-Fashioned, Fresh
Cherry Candy 
Or Caramel  

Apples With Nuts

2/$4

Farm Fresh
Large Carving  

Pumpkins

2/$12
8-Oz., Select

Hampton Farms 
Peanuts

.98
6-Oz.

Sweet Plump  
Fresh Blackberries

3.48
3-Ct., Vine Ripe

Large 
Slicing Tomatoes

3.48

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7am to 9 pm • SUNDAY 8 am to 7 pm

23860 Hollywood Road, 
Hollywood, MD 20636 • 301-475-2531

2.98
10.4 To 10.7-Oz., Selected

General Mill’s  
Cereal

4/$5
24-Oz, Selected

Hunt’s  
Pasta Sauce

2/$3
7.4 To 11.88-Oz., Selected

Banquet  
Entrees

3.48
9.5 To 20-Oz. Selected

Chips Ahoy 
Cookies

3.78
12-Oz., Selected

Spam  
Luncheon Meat

2.98
11.7-Oz., Selected

Pillsbury 
Toaster Strudels

3.48
14.75-Oz.

Double Q 
Pink Salmon

3.98
12 To 17.3-Oz., Selected

Kellogg’s  
Large Size Cereal

48-Oz., Selected
Mayfield  

Ice Cream

1.78
15-Oz.

Libby’s Country  
Sausage Gravy

6.98
10 Ct. K-Cups Or 11 To 12-Oz., Selected

Dunkin’  
Ground Coffee

2/$7
7 To 13-Oz., Selected

Tostitos Or 
Ruffles Chips

2/$3
15.25-Oz., Selected
Duncan Hines 

Classic Cake Mix

2/$6
7.34-Oz., Selected

Idahoan  
Potatoes

2/$4
14 To 16-Oz., Selected

Duncan Hines  
Frosting

2/$5
28 To 29-Oz., Selected
Hunt’s Canned 

Tomatoes

5.98

FAMILY FAVORITES

USDA Inspected
Boston Butt  
Pork Roast

1.99Lb.
Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Roast

5.98Lb.
Boneless Sirloin Tip 

Steaks $6.98Lb.

FINAL PRICE

3.28
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

3.78
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

When You Buy Two

FINAL PRICE

5.98
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

6.98
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

COUPON REDEEMABLE
10/18/24 - 10/20/24

*LIMIT ONE FREE ITEM PER HOUSEHOLD*
**NO RAINCHECKS AVAILABLE**

*TAXES WHERE APPLICABLE*

1 FREE 10.6-Oz. Veetee Microwave Rice (Selected)8.5 To 9-Oz. Fritos Can Dips 2/$5
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In RemembranceIn Remembrance To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 
Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

OBITUARIES

Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations

Frank Bowles, 70

Francis  Xavier 
“Frank” Bowles, 
70, of Hollywood, 
MD passed away 
on September 30, 
2024, surrounded 
by his loving family.

He was born on 
December 28, 1953 

in Leonardtown, MD to the late Thomas 
Douglas Bowles and Catherine Merle 
(Oliver) Bowles. Frank is a lifelong resident 
of St. Mary’s County, where he was raised 
on the family farm that he resided his entire 
life.  He attended St. John Francis Regis 
Catholic School in Hollywood and a 1973 
graduate of Chopticon High School, study-
ing Masonry at the Tech Center. Growing 
up he helped his family to raise and harvest 
many crops including: tobacco, soybeans, 
wheat, rye, barley and corn. He worked 
many dedicated years as a skilled brick layer 
up until October 2006 when he lost his arm 
in a freak farm accident. He quickly adapted 
and never slowed down. His deep rooted 
love of the farm was evident as he contin-
ued to maintain and harvest it, adding cows, 
chickens, ducks,  and Tom, the pet turkey. 

He enjoyed spending time at Sotterley help-
ing to care for the cattle on Tranquility Farm 
and helping his friends within the Amish 
community wherever needed. He was handy 
and could just about fix or rig anything that 
was broken. 

On July 22, 1999 he married his soul mate, 
Bonnie Kay Bowles in Leonardtown, MD. 
Together they celebrated over 25 wonderful 
years of marriage. Frank was an excellent 
dancer, and he and Bonnie enjoyed the local 
dances. They also enjoyed trips to Dixie 
Caverns in Virginia, the Natural Bridge, 
Skyline Drive, antiquing and yard sales. 
However, his greatest pride and joy was his 
grandchildren.  He loved to watch them play 
on the farm. He and Bonnie decorated every 
year for Halloween, and put on an amazing 
Halloween spooktacular for them and family 
friend’s children. The farm was filled with 
decorations galore. It included a flashlight 
walk on a spooky trail through the woods, 
a pumpkin hunt, loads of candy, potato sack 
races and a hay ride, which Frank drove the 
tractor so he could enjoy children’s excited 
laughter and joy. 

He also liked to share his love of the farm 
with his grandson Leighlend.  He taught him 
many things, from taking care of the land, 
love of animals, how to work on and main-

tain things, and most importantly a strong 
work ethic.  Frank always had a can-do 
attitude and was a great role model for his 
children and grandchildren. He could be 
stubborn and hard headed but underneath 
his tough exterior he was a kind and gentle 
soul with a heart of gold.

In addition to his loving wife, Bonnie, 
Frank is also survived by his daugh-
ters, Stacey Bowles Tejchman (Robbie) 
and Anna Leigh Behm (Wayne) both 
of Hollywood, MD; his step-children: 
Kevin Bryant (Wendy) of Columbia, SC, 
Kimberly Wursta (Scott) of Panama City 
Beach, FL, and Kelly McMaster (Kenny) of 
Lusby, MD; and his bonus daughter, Aggie. 
Also surviving him are his siblings: Doris 
Lawrence of Mechanicsville, MD, Douglas 
Bowles (Mary) of Hollywood, MD, Cathy 
A. Hohnson of Chaptico, MD; Eleanor 
Alvey of Hollywood, MD; Phyllis Hall 
(Joe) of Chaptico, MD; and Wallace Bowles 
(Donna) of Hollywood, MD.  Frank is also 
survived by his favorite rays of sunshine, 
his grandchildren: Sebastian Behm (Emily), 
Bryleigh Tejchman, Leighlend Behm, Stiles 
Behm, Caitlin Wursta, Christopher Haile, 
Tyler Haile, Kayla Bryant, Kevin Bryant, 
Jr., Logan McMaster, Declan McMaster, 
and Owen McMaster; and his great grand-
children: Catania Haile and Christopher 
Haile, Jr; along with many nieces, nephews, 
extended family and friends.

All services will be private.
Condolences to the family may be made 

at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 

Home, P.A.

Elizabeth Bieber, 98

Elizabeth Denham 
Bieber,  98, of 
Drayden, St Mary’s 
County, MD passed 
away at home on 
October 6, 2024. 
On May 26, 1945, 
she married her late 
beloved husband, 

Victor Emanuel Bieber, Jr. Together they cel-
ebrated over 69 wonderful years of marriage. 
Elizabeth spent her married life as a wife and 
mother. She enjoyed being a member of the 
PTA in Somerset, Chevy Chase, Maryland and 
was a member of the Montgomery County 
Player’s Theater. She moved to Drayden, 
Maryland in 1985 and enjoyed reading, boat-
ing and traveling. She was an active member 
of the Daughter’s of the American Revolution, 
Major William Thomas Chapter. 

She is survived by her children; Meredith 
Dunnigan (John); Elizabeth Wade (Dennis); 
and Deborah Lewis (Richard); four grand-
children and four great grandchildren.

She will join Victor at Parklawn Cemetery, 
12800 Veirs Mills Road, Rockville, MD.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Hospice of St. Mary’s:

• P.O. Box 625, Leonardtown, MD 20650

• www.medstarhealth.org/locations/
hospice-of-st-marys

Condolences to the family may be left at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

Betty Thomas, 73

E l i z a b e t h  L e e 
Thomas, “Betty”, 
of Loveville, MD, 
passed away peace-
fully on October 8, 
2024 on her family 
farm in Loveville, 
MD.  Born  on 
November 12, 1950, 

in Leonardtown, MD, she was the daughter 
of the late Mary Rita Owens and the late 
John Edgar Joy, Sr. Betty was the loving 
wife of Carlyle George Thomas II, whom 
she married on September 6, 1969, in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Morganza, MD. 
In addition to her husband, she is survived 
by her son, Lawrence “Bryan” Thomas, Sr. 
of Loveville, MD, her siblings Ruth Coombs 
of Loveville, MD and John Edgar Joy, Jr. 
of Arizona, her daughter-in-law, Patricia 
“Trisha” Thomas, her grandchildren Derrick 
Thomas, Lawrence “Bryan” Thomas, Jr., 
Kayla Thomas, and Faith Thomas, and 
her great grandchildren, Waylen, Addison, 
Dayton, and Landon.

Betty was a lifelong St. Mary’s County, 
MD resident and graduated from Chopticon 
High School in 1968. She was a front desk 
receptionist at a dental office for 48 years, 
retiring in 2016. Betty was active in the 
community as a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Morganza, MD and the 
Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Department 
Auxiliary, serving as Chaplain for the last 
four years, as well as serving as an elec-
tion judge for 52 years. Betty worked as an 
auctioneer clerk for many years; during this 
time, she worked for Rodney Thompson, 
Chesapeake Auction House, and Ronnie 
Farrell. Most of all, Betty loved her grand-
children and great grandchildren and cher-
ished the time they spent together.

The family received friends on Tuesday, 
October 15, 2024, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 
PM, with the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary Prayers recited 
at 7:00 PM, in the Mattingley-Gardiner 
Funeral Home, Leonardtown, MD, where 
a funeral service immediately followed 
with Father David Beaubien officiating. 
Interment was private.

Contributions may be made to the 
Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Department, 
P.O. Box 50, Leonardtown, MD 20650 
or Hospice of St. Mary’s, P.O. Box 625, 
Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences may be made to the family 
at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.



sional development and collaborative plan-
ning is an important part of that effort.

Brewer: The critical factor in academic 
achievement is for students to be grade-level 
proficient in reading and writing upon comple-
tion of the 3rd grade. Otherwise, their learning 
ability is impaired. I would support whatever 
is required to achieve this goal of literacy.

Drys: My plan includes focusing on individu-
alized instruction, improving teacher support, 
and targeting areas where students tradition-
ally struggle with early intervention strategies.

Washington: I support regularly monitoring 
student progress or lack of progress as it 
is esential to remediate shortfalls. The first 
thing is to disaggregate the data to find areas 
of strength and areas in need of improve-
ment for the individual student. Then, to 
develop a plan of success for each student. 
Setting high expectations, giving students a 
sense of connection where they can thrive, 
taking care of students’ mental, physical, 
and social-emotional health are some of the 
keys to achieving student success. Active 
and positive parental support, highly-qual-
ified educators, and the resources available 
to do effective teaching and learning are 
essential to the success of students.

What will you do to ensure or increase 
discipline and a structured learning 
environment in classrooms?

Edelen: I will hold the superintendent of 
schools and staff responsible for ensuring 
that the board’s policies and regulations 
governing student conduct and discipline 
are faithfully enforced.

Guy: Last year, Spring Ridge Middle School 
faced 500 suspensions, primarily due to 
fighting. This high number creates an envi-
ronment where both students and teachers 
struggle to thrive. To address this, I strongly 
support implementing alternative educa-
tion programs for students who repeatedly 
endanger the safety of their peers and staff. 
Additionally, it’s crucial that when teachers, 
parents, or students report bullying, harass-
ment, or threats, the administration con-
ducts thorough investigations and responds 
swiftly to these concerns.

Allen: Our code of conduct makes clear 
what behaviors are expected and the conse-
quences of not following it. With continued 
infractions by a student the consequences 
grow. Because we cannot share with other 
parents what consequences a student 
receives (Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act or FERPA) it can be frustrat-
ing for parents who want to ensure that 
discipline has been delivered. Determining 
why a student is acting out, addressing the 
root cause if possible, and providing alter-
natives takes time and appropriate staff. It 
is an ongoing challenge.

Brewer: School discipline is the personal 
responsibility of every student in SMCPS, 
and students should be held accountable for 
their actions on school property. Parents/
guardians should be involved and held 
accountable for the student’s behavior 
during the disciplinary process. Discipline 
in school is a family matter and parents/
guardians are ultimately responsible for 
their child’s behavior in school.

Drys: I will push for clear, consistent dis-
cipline policies that hold students account-

able while also addressing underlying issues 
with appropriate support for teachers and 
administrators.

Washington: The BOE has polcies on stu-
dents disciple which promote a safe and 
healthy teaching and learning environ-
ment. To continue to follow those policies 
in an timely, equitable, fair, and consistent 
manner is mandatory to orderly and safe 
schools. Having the following personnel are 
key: parents, safety and security officers, 
resource officers, guidance counselors, psy-
chologists, social workers, pupil personnel 
workers, principals, assistant principals, and 
community partners.

How will you implement cost savings in 
the annual operating budget?

Edelen: I have proposed to the board that 
the superintendent of schools be directed 
to draft a budget based on the expectation 
of “maintenance of effort” funding from 
the state and county and provide an adden-
dum of prioritized spending contingent 
upon additional funding. In doing so, it is 
the responsibility of the superintendent to 
identify cost savings.

Guy: When considering budget cuts and 
savings, it’s essential to focus on efficiency. 
While many candidates highlight adminis-
trative expenses, they represent only 1.7% 
of a $328 million budget. We should also 
examine plant operational and maintenance 
costs, which have surged by 45% over the 
past five years. The school board should 
prioritize replacing aging HVAC systems 
with new energy-efficient systems and 
closely scrutinize maintenance contracts 
to prevent cost overruns. Additionally, this 

past year, SMCPS partnered with a private 
primary care provider to offer teachers and 
staff direct medical appointments, reduc-
ing emergency medical expenses. I propose 
expanding this initiative to further lower 
medical costs, ultimately allowing us to 
allocate resources more effectively.

Allen: Nearly 90% of our budget covers 
personnel. Ever growing mandates from 
the state make it difficult to adjust staffing. 
The superintendent is reviewing workload 
and staffing to determine where additional 
adjustments can be made. He will bring 
those forward as personnel retire or leave 
for other reasons. Staff are also reviewing 
various options to decrease costs of benefits 
without decreasing coverage. The Everside 
health clinic employees can access is a per-
fect example of offering better service at no 
cost to employees while decreasing the cost 
to the system.

Brewer: The board should provide the 
school administration with budgetary guid-
ance at the beginning of the process. For 
example, directing a proposed budget based 
on no additional funds (maintenance of 
effort) from either the state or the county; or 
a budget predicated on how much the county 
could increase its funding without the need 
of raising taxes. It is the duty of the admin-
istration, not the board, to find reductions 
in spending.

Drys: I will implement cost savings by 
closely scrutinizing contracts and admin-
istrative costs, focusing spending on class-
room resources, and exploring community 
partnerships to fund necessary programs.

Washington: It is prescribed in law that the 
superintendent will submit a budget to the 
BOE that meets the needs of the school 
system. Firstly, there is a focus on fixed 
charges, salaries, negotiated agreements, 
recurring costs, and unfunded mandates. 
The emphasis is on programs, people, and 
progress. The budget is a process that takes 
months and oftentimes years to develop. It 
is an on-going process of carefully weighing 
the needs of the school system with limited 
resources and ensuring sustainability. I look 
at each page of the budget looking for areas 
of possible efficiencies and areas of possible 
ineffeciencies. Re-evaulating the zero-based 
budget for effectiveness and efficiencies and 
making recommendations as necessary. Cost 
savings include energy efficiencies and 
sustainability. Careful budgeting requires 
looking at the budget for efficiencies in each 
category and department.

Elena Brewer Mary WashingtonDavid Drys



What is your top priority should you 
win a seat in this election?

Brandie Edelen (At Large): Academics. I 
want our students to be proficient in core 
subjects (Reading, Writing, Math, History, 
and Science). The MD Report Card revealed 
to us that this is not the case. We can do better 
than this. We need ambitious goals, not medi-
ocre ones. I will work with the other Board 
members to explore solutions to reduce dis-
tractions and disturbances in the classrooms 
and supply teachers with the resources nec-
essary to ensure the best possible education 
for the students of this county. Additionally, 
I will advocate for Financial Literacy class, 
as a requirement for graduation. 

Josh Guy (At Large): My foremost priority 
is ensuring the safety and security of our 
schools. Every parent desires a safe environ-
ment for their child, and every student and 
teacher deserves a secure space to learn and 
grow. I advocate for enhancing our school 
entrances, expanding our security teams, 
and collaborating with our sheriff’s office 
to strengthen the school resource officer pro-
gram. Additionally, to reduce the number 
of assaults in our schools, I support imple-
menting alternative education programs for 
students who consistently pose a threat to 
the safety of their peers and staff.

Cathy Allen (District 2): My top priority 
will continue to be working to make changes 
to the Blueprint law in areas that need to be 
addressed. We need to push out dates for 
some requirements and adjust other areas. 
Full day preK for 3 year olds and mandating 
the amount of time teachers are in front of 
students (to a 60/40 split) without evidence 
that this will improve instruction should be 
revisited. The Blueprint has much to offer 
but also has a lot to reconsider.

Elena Brewer (District 2): I am running for 
the Board of Education because I would like 
to review the curriculum and establish age-ap-
propriate educational materials for K-12 and 
eliminate any materials that sexualize chil-
dren and are not appropriate for minors.

David Drys (District 4): My top priority is 
restoring transparency and accountability 
to the school board by ensuring decisions 
are made in the best interest of students and 
parents, not bureaucratic stagnation.

Mary Washington (District 4): My top pri-
ority is to continue working collaboratively, 
honestly, and openly with the board of edu-
cation members, superintendent of schools, 
St. Mary’s County commissioners, citizens, 

and stakeholders to foster a world-class 
education system. Working together as a 
cohesive and focused team will bring about 
increased student achievement; recruiting, 
hiring, and retention of a highly qualified 
workforce; safety and security for students, 
staff, and administration; effective and 
efficient uses of resources; putting forth a 
budget which is realistic and sustainable; 
promoting open and honest communica-
tions, and managing unpredictable situa-
tions and circumstances. Most importantly 
is to prepare students who can succeed in 
college, career, and life-long learning.

What will you do to increase parental 
engagement/parental trust in the county 
school system?

Edelen: I intend to propose a policy that 
specifies the “rights” of parents in their 
interactions with the school system. At pres-
ent, by policy, parents are only permitted 
“involvement.”

Guy: Parents are their child’s first and most 
influential teachers, and it’s crucial that our 
school system collaborates with and values 
their input. I propose the creation of a paren-
tal portal on the SMCPS website to stream-
line access to vital information, including 
volunteer opportunities, PTO/PTA updates, 
information on parental opt-outs, and curric-
ulum details. Furthermore, the board should 
prioritize hosting feedback meetings with 
our county’s PTOs and PTAs, ensuring that 
parents have a direct line of communication 
with their school board.

Allen: The system uses many forms of 
communication for parents and students. 
Determining which are most useful and are 

most likely to be accessed would help focus 
our efforts. Encouraging re-establishment of 
the County Council of PTAs would provide 
opportunities to share information with a 
central group of parents who then take that 
information back to their schools would 
help. I’m in the community talking with par-
ents at many events. Parents, by and large, 
are happy with our schools and the educa-
tion their children are receiving. Continuing 
to include parents on system-wide commit-
tees supports trust and engagement.

Brewer: I will support the adoption of a pol-
icy that specifies the participatory rights of 
parents in the education of their children. 
Parental involvement is a right not a privilege.

Drys: I will increase parental engagement 
by advocating for open communication 
channels and ensuring parents have a mean-
ingful voice in policy decisions, forums, and 
curriculum transparency.

Washington: Parental engagement and 
trust are paramount to a smooth-operating 
school system and ultimately result in stu-
dent achievement, safety and well-being, 
and engagement. I support continuing open, 
honest, and timely communication with par-
ents from schools, the superintendent, and 
BOE. Parents are encouraged to talk with 
their principal first with concerns and ques-
tions. Parents may contact the BOE at boe@
smcps and they will get a call or written 
response. Public comment is held at each 
BOE meeting. There are many school and 
system committees where volunteers are 
needed. A welcoming school environment 
where parents feel they matter and they are 
valued is essential. Conscious Discipline 
and other parent-involved programs are 

offered free of charge to parents often with 
food, childcare, and materials. PTA and PTO 
input is appreciated.

What is your plan to boost student 
achievement and performance on stan-
dardized tests?

Edelen: Concentrate on achieving grade-
level proficiency in reading, writing, and 
math by completion of the 3rd grade.

Guy: To truly enhance student achieve-
ment and proficiency, we must prioritize 
early intervention. Research shows that if 
a child struggles with reading or writing by 
the third grade, they are likely to face sig-
nificant challenges throughout their time in 
school. I am committed to increasing the 
number of paraeducators in our classrooms 
to provide essential one-on-one support tai-
lored to each child’s needs. Additionally, 
we should explore innovative ways to uti-
lize existing and future classroom space to 
reduce class sizes, ensuring that every stu-
dent receives the personalized attention they 
deserve. By investing in these strategies, we 
can empower our students to build a strong 
foundation for lifelong learning.

Allen: Maryland will soon be contracting 
for a new series of standardized tests to be 
developed. The State Superintendent has 
put together a committee of educators and 
others working on assessment and account-
ability. Until we know what the outcome of 
that effort SMCPS will continue to provide 
instruction supporting the state curriculum. 
Our teachers work together using data met-
rics to review how students are perform-
ing and where interventions are needed. 
Ensuring teachers have the time for profes-

Cathy AllenBrandie Edelen Josh Guy

Board of Education Candidates on Top Issues
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THAT THING
By Ronald N. Guy 
Contributing Writer

One day last week marked the fifth anniversary of unforgettable October magic. 
The exact date doesn’t matter. The memory certainly does. It was the deciding 
Game 5 of the National League Division Series. The Nationals and Dodgers 
were tied 3-3 going into the top of the tenth inning. Adam Eaton led off with a 
walk. Anthony Rendon doubled off the wall in left. Juan Soto was intentionally 
walked. Veteran utility/do-everything player Howie Kendrick stepped to the 
plate. He fouled off the first pitch. The next pitch was a fastball. Kendrick bar-
reled it. The camera switch to Dodgers centerfielder Cody Bellinger who was 
running back to the wall. Just short of the warning track, he slowed, acknowl-
edging the inevitable. Kendrick’s blast landed beyond the fence - a grand slam 
that sent the Nats to the National League Championship Series and, ultimately, 
the 2019 World Series championship. 

Where were you? I was standing in front of my television, pacing the floor 
and nervously flipping a football from one hand to another. When Kendrick’s 
ball sailed over the fence I jumped, whipped my right arm in jubilation, and 
the football I held in my hand scraped against the ceiling. It left a six-inch 
mark that is still there today. It will never be cleaned or painted over. Never. 
“Kendrick Patina”: It’s a treasured artifact of that World Series championship. 

In 1998, Lauryn Hill released her epic album “The Miseducation of Lauryn 
Hill.” Track 5 is a lovely little number called Doo Wop (That Thing) – the 
parenthetical being the catch. Like the album itself, “That Thing” was both 
for its time and ahead of its time. And I’m about to do it a disservice with a 
sports-related message reallocation. “That Thing” is about toxic masculinity 
and its impact on female self-worth, a condition-critical topic that took another 
two damaging decades before it commanded serious social attention. For this 
piece, just the “That Thing” chorus will be used to illustrate a point. Shallow, 
I know. Hence the advanced apology and acknowledgement of the song’s far 
greater intended purpose.

October: The best month on the sports calendar. College football’s best are 
jockeying for post-season position. NFL teams are rounding into shape and 
gearing up for a second half push. Hockey is starting. The NBA is about to tip 
off. The World Series and WNBA titles are up for grabs. It is a time for the 
hopeful. The seekers. The determined dreamers. October: It begs for the spin-
ning of Hill’s record and random the humming of “That Thing.” 

From a sports perspective, “That Thing” is the nebulous, intangible force 
teams seek. No proven formula to either acquire or retain it exists. As a fan, 
it’s a presence or absence you can sense. I suspect it’s the same for athletes 
and teams. If a team has it and can hold it, they are practically unbeatable. Fail 
to grasp it, though, and practically no amount of talent can overcome the lack 
of mystical magic.

The Nats had “That Thing” in 2019. Crazy, explanation-defying, stuff hap-
pened after an ominous 19-32 start to the season. Baby Sharks took over Nats 
Park. Soto arrived as an MVP-level force. Stephen Strasburg remained healthy. 
Balls took funny hops in the outfield. Veterans played out of their minds. Youth 
was served. A dugout aligned. The energy grew into a raging winning fever. 
Champagne celebrations. Trophies. Parades. Forever memories and beautiful 
scuff marks on ceilings.

Keep an eye out for it – “That Thing” – when watching teams navigate their 
seasons, and especially in the playoffs. It is one of the best lessons from sports: 
a group of individuals, with specific jobs and skillsets, unifying behind a com-
mon goal, catching a mysterious wave of momentum and riding it to places 
where only dreams once resided. 

Another key to success in sports and life is situational awareness. To the 
heavy-hearted Orioles fans and readers, take some solace in this piece and 
the 2019 Nats. “That Thing” is as elusive as is as it powerful; the Nats’ many 
pre-2019 playoff disasters are proof. But the penance now will make it all the 
sweeter when October magic visits Baltimore.

Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

COLUMNISTS

20242024
Bowles FarmsBowles Farms
Corn MazeCorn Maze

Celebrating 24 Years of Getting Lost in the Corn
22880 Budds Creek Road • Clements, MD

at Route 234 & Pincushion Rd.

2024 Theme:
Thank a Farmer

2-Phase Maze
Giant Slides

Kids’ Play Area
Barnyard Animals

Food & 
Refreshments

Inside Restrooms
Pumpkins for Sale
Farmer’s Daughter 

Cupcake Shop

What’s Happening this Weekend:
Saturday, October 19: American 
Truck Historical Society Classic 
Truck Show from 10 am to 3pm.

Sunday, October 20: Southern Knights Rod & 
Custom Car show from 10am to 2pm.

Fall Season runs through
Sunday, October 27th

Saturdays: 10:00am – 6:00pm
Sundays: 10:00am – 5:00pm

Admission: $15 per person (kids 3 & under free)

BowlesFarms.com • 301-475-2139

Plenty of pumpkins
to choose from!
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CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, & HOLISTIC HEALTH 
Aura Imaging • Ear Candling

Massage Therapy• Re� exology • Reiki
Holistic Counseling and Inner Life Coaching

The Harmon House Shoppes
14560 Solomons Island Rd

410-326-6586 • www.innereq.com

EMPOWERING BALANCE WITHIN
Products and services for the body, mind & spirit You should 

be here!
To see your business featured on 
the Shop Local page, contact
Jen Stotler at 301-247-7611

27056 Mt. Zion Church Rd | Mechanicsville MD 
AppleBasketStore.com  |  301-884-8118

Save the Date! 
Our Annual Christmas 
  OPEN HOUSE will be 
November 23rd & 24th

    VVisit Southern Maryland’s   
isit Southern Maryland’s         

       Most Delightful Place  Most Delightful Place   to to Shop!Shop!  

Open 7 Days a Week Until 6pm

sAntiques sEstate Jewelry 
sVintage sVera Bradley 

sLilly Pulitzer sFurniture 
sHome Decor sFusion Paints
sAnnie Sloan Chalk Paint
sHobo Leather Goods
sDesigner Jewelry

sLocal Wines & more!
We will BUY your 

unwanted Gold & Silver

   

in SoMDShop Local
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“Made with love –
For the love of Dogs.”

29015 Three Notch Rd, Mechanicsville (New Market Plaza)
240-249-3061• www.yourdogsbakery.com

HELP WANTED
Bus Driver (Part-Time Contingent)

St. Mary’s College of Maryland (SMCM) is accepting résumés for the part-time 
contingent position of Bus Driver. This position involves independent judgment 
and will be responsible for transporting SMCM community members to and from 
campus, following a scheduled route, and ensuring the safety of all passengers. 
This has a variable schedule that includes some evenings and weekends, and an 
hourly pay of $35 to $40, based on experience. Employment will be contingent 
upon successful completion of a criminal background check.

For qualifi cations visit: www.smcm.edu/hr/careers. Application materials should 
include a cover letter, résumé, and three references and submitted online at: 
apply.interfolio.com/142773. Questions may be directed to Brad Newkirk at 
bdnewkirk@smcm.edu.

Review of résumés will begin immediately and continue until the position is fi lled. 
SMCM is an AA/EOE. 

I’m a proud parent of several SMCPS stu-
dents. I believe Josh Guy is the best choice 
for the Board of Education At-Large race. 

Josh is focusing on issues that matter 
to all parents. Number one on that list is 
safety & security. Time and time again our 
children have reported on incidents of vio-
lence, weapons being brought into school, 
and constant disruptions in the classroom. 
Unlike other candidates in the race for 
school board, Josh doesn’t just talk about 
this problem, he proposes solutions. He 
proposes alternative education programs 
for students that repeatedly instigate violent 
assaults inside our schools and he supports 
emergency training exercises between our 
security teams and the sheriff’s office.

Special education is important to me. Josh 
has taken time to talk with special educa-
tion parents like myself to grasp some of the 
struggles us parents are facing. He’s sincere 
when he proposes more special education 
pareducators, ensuring IEPs are specific 
with clear goals, and focusing on individu-
alized services.

I believe every parent wants their child 
to be safe in school and every child with a 
disability should have access to the resources 
they need to succeed. Josh Guy is an excel-
lent choice for St. Mary’s County Board of 
Education At-Large and he’s earned my vote.

Melissa Wesley
Mechanicsville, MD

‘He listens to parents’

‘Vote for a new beginning’
We all want the best for students, teachers, 
parents, but as tax payers we deserve more 
Fiscal Responsibility and Accountability. 
School Board candidates don’t get as much 
attention as other candidates for political 
office, but they should. 44% of your County 
real estate taxes goes to the Public School 
System; and, our County Commissioners, 
as a group, don’t have the courage to chal-
lenge requests for more, more, more money 
from the tax payers. The Public School 
System is a government bureaucracy with 
excesses, overlaps, and waste. How many 
assistants, deputies, and special admin-
istrators are really necessary? Catholic 
Parochial, Christian, and private schools 
produce much more with much less. These 
schools don’t have top heavy administra-
tion, and they must be efficient in order to 
survive. Those that can afford to are mov-
ing to those schools. Many are otherwise 
moving to home schooling. Our Public 
School enrollment is down, which should 
logically translate into less demands for 
money and resources. All incumbents and 
candidates for School Board have students 
and teachers as the priority, that is a given, 
but we must have Fiscal Responsibility and 
Accountability. The present Board shows 
no evidence that Fiscal Responsibility and 
Accountability are a priority. We need a new 
beginning! Take a look at Brandie Edelen, 
highly qualified candidate at large as com-
pared to her opponent, 22 year old Josh Guy 

who lacks experience and qualifications. She 
was a special education teacher with 6 public 
school educated children, has a degree in 
Psychology and masters in Human Services. 
She teaches at the Community College. And, 
Brandie runs a small business so she knows 
about efficient budgeting to remain solvent. 
Her mission statement focuses on students, 
teachers, safety, parental rights, and Fiscal 
Responsibility and Accountability which is 
now lacking. Also look at Elena Brewer for a 
new beginning, another Fiscal Conservative, 
highly qualified, highly educated candidate 
with children in public school, who promotes 
the basics in Education, not Indoctrination of 
our children with woke policies which is part 
of the problem. Look at David Drys, also a 
highly qualified candidate, with children in 
public school, who has high level experi-
ence in Budgeting and Strategic Planning 
which is necessary to re-balance resources 
due to declining enrollment . He also sup-
ports term limits for Board of Education 
positions, a great idea. 12 years is enough, 
like our County Commissioners can only 
serve 3 terms. Ms Allen and Ms Washington 
have been there long enough with mediocre 
results. Vote for a new beginning with Fiscal 
Responsibility and Accountability. Vote for 
Brandie Edelen ,Elena Brewer, and David 
Drys, a great team! 

Joe Wible, Sr
Leonardtown

LETTERS
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Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, 

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Hours:   
Mon.-Fri. 9-6,  Sat & Sun. 9-5

Sale Ends 11/25/24

WentworthNursery.com       ShopWentworthNursery.com

FALL IS  FOR LAWN CARE

FALL LANDSCAPING
Including: Screening, Borders & Windbreaks

NOW SCHEDULING FALL LAWN RENOVATIONS
Complete New Lawns with Grading & Drainage,

Slice/Overseeding, Topsoil & Leafgro.

Call Today For an Estimate 1-800-451-1427
or request a consultation on-line: WentworthNursery.com

CHOOSE FROM THE VERY BEST IN TURF WENTWORTH GRASS SEED  
YOUR LAWN CARE HEADQUARTERS

Now is the Best Time to Renovate, Redo and or Overseed Your Lawn.
ALL BAGS ARE 98% SEED (Not full of fillers)

Wentworth 
Whitehouse

Green ‘n  
Grow Lime

Leaf Gro for 
Yard & Garden

50 lb 
Bag

30 lb Bag
Covers 

5000 sq.ft

SALE 
$12988

SALE 
$1988

IT’S TIME TO PLANT BULBS & PERENNIALS

IT”S TIME TO DECORATE THE SEASON
ONLY 

$2999
ea. ONLY 

$2999
ea.

$750 EA. 5 for $35 Matching Pots
Buy 1 Get 2nd 50%Off

Daffodils

Ornamental
Cabbage & Kale—8”

Tulips

Fall Porch Pots

Super Pack of 50 Bulbs Pack of 50 Bulbs

Pampas 
Grass

Miscanthus 
Variegatus

Perennials
Buy 3 Get 
1 FREE

IT’S TIME TO PLANT GRASSES

THE Wentworth eekly
IT’S TIME TO PLANT FALL COLOR

$750 EA. $599EA.5 for $35 6 for $30

Mums
8” Pot

Wentworth Grown!

Pansies
6” Pot

Wentworth Grown!

SUPER
SPECIAL

SUPER
SPECIAL

Fall Lawn Food
5,000 sq.ft. 
Bag 
ONLY $2999

15,000 sq.ft.  
Bag
ONLY $6999 ea.

 ea.

1.5 cuft. 
Bag

NOW 
$679

per bag

SPECIAL VALUE
1 Gal Size
ALL NOW
 $1288EA.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND
CASE NO: C-18-FM-24-000303

Karen Atkintade
26160 Yowaiski Mill Rd
Mechanicsville, MD 20659
Plaintiff

vs. Devonte Brown
1043 Catesby Terrace
Hyattsville, MD 20785
Defendant

NOTICE – Alternate Service
(Md. Rules 2-121, 2-122)

Karen Atkintade, the above named plaintiff, has fi led a complaint titled Complaint 
for Custody asking the court to grant custody of a minor child. The Circuit Court 
for St. Mary’s County may grant that relief unless Devonte Brown, above named 
defendant, can show a reason why the court should not grant the relief. Devonte 
Brown must fi le a response to the complaint on or before December 18, 2024. 

If Devonte Brown fails to respond within the time allowed, the court may enter a 
judgment by default or grant the relief sought, as long as a copy of this Notice is:

• posted by the sheriff at the courthouse door or on a bulletin board within its 
immediate vicinity on or before November 13, 2024

• published in a newspaper in this county at least once a week for three (3) 
consecutive weeks on or before November 13, 2024.

Debra J. Burch
Clerk of Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland

As a friend of Brandie Edelen, I have lis-
tened to her frustrations for the past couple 
of years regarding the direction of education 
in St. Mary’s County. So, when Matt Morgan 
suggested she run for school board, I was 
as thrilled as her family to support her. We 
couldn’t have known the amount of backstab-
bing and lies that would come with running 
for such a small seat. It is not in my nature 
to sling mud back at opponents or destroy 
yard signs or attempt to destroy someone’s 
character so I would like to address some of 
the lies by just stating the facts.

Brandie wants children to get an educa-
tion at school. She wants that education to 
occur in a safe, comfortable environment 
conducive to learning. She wants to make 
sure that children have access to appropriate 
accommodations to facilitate that education. 
How does Brandie see that happening?

The reality for high school and middle 
schools are that most children won’t use 
the bathrooms because they have become a 
haven for drug users and fights. Physical and 
verbal violence in the halls and classrooms 
do not result in weighty discipline and secu-
rity is stretched too thin. This leads to an 
unsafe environment or, at the very least, a 
stressful environment which is not condu-
cive to learning. Brandie is for increased 
school security. She is 100% for removing 
physical threats from the classroom, for 
disciplining bully’s who threaten or make 
a classmate feel unsafe. 

As a college educator, Brandie Edelen 
is aware of the lack of common, necessary 
knowledge children have once they leave high 
school. Poor grammar, inability understand 
paragraphs, how to create a bibliography, or 
write a resume. The most appalling is that 
children are starting college with no concept 
of what an interest rate is or how it effects 

a loan. Brandie believes that children need 
to focus on school required curriculum and 
wants to see financial and life literacy brought 
back to the schools (Home Economics). 

Brandie is for transparency in the class-
room by collaborating with school adminis-
trators on using today’s technology to keep 
parents better informed of requirements, 
school incidents, and events. NEVER has 
Brandie expressed an interest in changing 
state law which gives parents the right to opt 
out from instruction. Brandie believes that 
every parent should understand the curricu-
lum so they can make an educated decision 
that includes speaking with their children. 
My own child can tell you that Brandie 
values student’s opinions, their thought 
process, what classes are enjoyable, which 
classes are painful and the why. 

Lastly, Brandie Edelen supports the 
teachers of St. Mary’s County. She worked 
in St. Mary’s and Charles County public 
schools and is aware of the need teachers 
have for more classroom support, materials, 
and administrative back up. She understands 
that teachers are not only the foundation for 
a child’s learning, but they are also coach, 
cheerleader, detective, and safe haven. 
Brandie wants educators to feel supported 
by their school board which starts with 
teachers first, then administration. 

It seems that as election day gets closer, 
the vitriol becomes worse, but I can tell 
Brandie’s supporters it only makes her more 
diligent to her campaign. Whatever you 
choose to do with this information, please be 
respectful and save it for the election booth. 
Let’s set an example for our kids and our 
community and just be kind. 

Roxann Mejia
Mechanicsville, MD

‘Set an example and just be kind’

LETTERS
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Self-Proclaimed 
“Zoophile” Sentenced 
to Prison
State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
today that Sean Patrick Kraese, 24, of Piney 
Point, Maryland, was sentenced to the 
maximum penalty of seven years in prison 
after his conviction for animal cruelty and 
obscene material charges related to perform-
ing sexual acts on his pet dog.

“The Defendant was convicted of distri-
bution of obscene material, possession of 
obscene material with intent to distribute, 
and two counts of aggravated animal cruelty 
following a bench trial. I want to thank the 
countless members of law enforcement offi-
cers including the responding animal control 
officers, sheriff’s deputies and detectives, 
crime lab technicians, and prosecutors who 
worked tirelessly together on this investi-
gation to ensure the successful prosecution 
for these unimaginable crimes,” said State’s 
Attorney Jaymi Sterling.

Sgt. Keith Moritz of the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office was the lead investigator.

Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Sarah 

Proctor and Assistant State’s Attorney 
Zachary Varda prosecuted the case on behalf 
of the citizens of St. Mary’s County.

The Honorable Joseph M. Stanalonis pre-
sided over the case.

Sean Patrick Kraese

State Police Make 
Arrest in St. Mary’s 
Death Investigation
Maryland State Police homicide investi-
gators arrested a 50-year-old woman in 
connection with the death of Demeatrum 
Scarborough in St. Mary’s County.

The accused is identified as Simone 
Stewart, 50, of Lexington Park, Maryland. 
She is charged with second degree murder, 
first degree assault, homicide by motor vehi-
cle, and driving under the influence. Stewart 
is currently at the St. Mary’s Detention 
Center awaiting an appearance before the 
court commissioner. 

The victim is identified as Demeatrum 
Scarborough, 53, of Lexington Park, 
Maryland. Scarborough was pronounced 
deceased yesterday by hospital personnel 
at Medstar Washington Hospital.

Police believe Stewart and Scarborough 
were involved in an ongoing relationship. 
Further investigation indicates they were 
involved in an alleged altercation at the time 
the incident occurred. Based on additional 
information received, evidence collected, 
and consultation with the St. Mary’s County 
State’s Attorney, Stewart was charged with 
the murder of Demeatrum Scarborough.

Shortly before 1:00 pm on Monday, 
October 7, 2024, troopers from the 
Leonardtown Barrack responded to Spring 
Valley Drive and Valley Court in Lexington 
Park for the report of a pedestrian struck by 
a Chevrolet Suburban. Upon arrival, troop-
ers located the pedestrian, later identified 
as Scarborough, with apparent injuries. 
He was subsequently flown by Maryland 
State Police Aviation Command to MedStar 
Washington Hospital.

The preliminary investigation indi-
cates Stewart was the driver of a Chevrolet 
Suburban at the time of the incident. 
Investigators from the Maryland State Police 
Homicide Unit are leading the investigation.

Assistance with the investigation is 
being provided by troopers from the 
Leonardtown Barrack, regional investi-
gators from the Maryland State Police 
Criminal Enforcement Division Central 
South, crime scene technicians from the 
Forensic Sciences Division, and the St. 
Mary’s County State’s Attorney’s Office.

Anyone with information relevant to this 
investigation is urged to contact homicide 
investigators at the Maryland State Police 
Leonardtown Barrack at 301-475-8955. All 
calls may remain confidential. The investi-
gation is active and ongoing.

LOCAL NEWS

Simone Stewart
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By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The victim of a shooting the morning of Oct. 
16 in Lexington was later pronounced dead 
at MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital while her 
alleged killer led law officers on a chase to 
Hughesville in Charles County where he 
shot himself, St. Mary’s Sheriff’s Office 
spokesperson ALisa Casas said.

The female victim was 25-year-old  
Alaysia Janell Milburn.   

A seven-month-old infant was also trans-
ported from the scene for precautionary 
measures, the sheriff’s office reported.

Sheriff Steve Hall said: “We mourn the 
loss of this young mother, and we hold her 
family in prayer. 

“Today’s tragic set of circumstances brings 
light to the need to continue efforts on all fronts 
to prevent violence in domestic relationships. 
We are grateful no one else was injured during 
the vehicle pursuit. The professionalism dis-
played by officers of the tri-county and the 
teamwork between our three counties was on 
full display, and the work was exemplary.”

Witnesses at the scene told deputies a male 
suspect fled in a red Hyundai Kona. Deputies 
located the vehicle traveling north on Route 

5 at high speeds and initiated a lawful pur-
suit, the St. Mary’s sheriff’s office reported. 
As the car entered Charles County, depu-
ties from the Charles and Calvert County 
Sheriff’s Offices and the Maryland State 
Police responded and joined the pursuit.

While traveling near the 15000 block of 
Prince Frederick Road in Hughesville, a 
Calvert County Deputy made contact with 
the suspect’s vehicle, rendering it inoperable. 

The suspect briefly exited, then reentered 
his vehicle and fired a single shot, the St. 
Mary’s Sheriff’s Office reported. 

When deputies reached the car, they 
found the suspect with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound and immediately rendered aid 
until emergency medical services arrived 
and transported the suspect to a nearby 
trauma center; he was later pronounced 
deceased just before 1 p.m.

The suspect’s identity is being withheld 
by the sheriff’s office pending notification 
of next of kin.

The Calvert County deputy was trans-
ported to a local hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

The initial fatal shooting occurred at 
about 10:54 a.m. in the 46000 block of 
Rosewood Drive.

HUGE YARDSALE
24040 BRUBACHER LANE • LEONARDTOWN

OCTOBER 18 & 19 • 7AM
RAIN OR SHINE

 TOOLS • HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
LAWN & GARDEN • CHRISTMAS ITEMS 

& MUCH MORE!
BASSET HOUND PUPPIES FOR SALE

LOCAL NEWS

PINE HILL TECHNOLOGY PARK
 » Flexible lease terms to work with your contract schedule
 » Right outside Gate 3, only 3 miles from Gate 2
 » Build-to-suit opportunity for fl ex space
 » Lovely, quiet campus setting
 » Pad site available with electric and lighting already on site

TALK TO US:
1,500 to 15,000 sq. ft. possible

Barbara Svenson
(301) 502-7876
3660barbara@gmail.com

48015 Pine Hill Run Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653

(301) 863-2400
obrienrealty.com

Do you 
need to 

lower offi  ce 
overhead 

costs?

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE

Housing Authority 
Draft 2025 Annual Plan
The Housing Authority of St. Mary’s County 
announce a crucial meeting to discuss the 
sing Authority of Public Housing Authority 
Annual Plan and Five-Year Plan. The meet-
ing will take place on Friday, October 18, 
2024 at 9 a.m. at HASMC’s office, located 
at 21155 Lexwood Drive, Suite C, Lexington 
Park, MD 20653 Your participation and 
insights are vital in shaping our strategic 
direction for the upcoming year.

We encourage all community members, 
residents, and stakeholders to attend. Your 
insights are vital as we work together to 
enhance housing opportunities for all.

A draft of the 2025 Annual Plan and Five-
Year Plan is available to the public at HASMC’s 
office or by calling (301) 880-7074 ext. 1400.

We encourage you to provide written 
comments and suggestions related to the 
draft Annual Plan or Five-Year Plan or the 
housing and community development needs 
of the local area. Please ensure that your 
written feedback is submitted by the dead-
line of Friday, October 18, 2024, at 11:00 
a.m. to HASMC, Attention: Tomica Scriber, 
21155 Lexwood Drive, Suite C, Lexington 
Park, Maryland 20653 or by email to 
tscriber@stmaryshousing.org.

Citizens with mobility, vision, or hear-
ing impairments should contact HASMC 
at 301-880-7074, ext. 1400 or the Maryland 
Relay Service at 1-800-735-2258 (V/TTY) 
so that arrangements can be made to meet 
any special needs.

Deadly Shooting 
Leads to Police Chase
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U.S. Oyster Shucking Competition 
Comes to Leonardtown
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Dozens of the nation’s best oyster shuckers 
will descend on Leonardtown this week-
end to take part in the U.S. Oyster Festival’s 
annual shucking competition to determine 
who will be named the best in the country.

The national champion, crowned after two 
days of competition, will come from amongst 
the best male and female shuckers who each 
win their respective gender categories.

The national champion will then move 
on to the world shucking competition 
in Galway, Ireland which takes place in 
September of the following year.

This year’s oyster festival marks the 58th 
year of the event here in St. Mary’s at the 
county fairgrounds starting Oct. 19 through 
Oct. 20.

The event is sponsored each year by the 
Lexington Park Rotary Club, which in turn 
takes its share of the proceeds and donates 
it to local charities and service organiza-
tions such as St. Mary’s Hospice local res-
cue squads and fire departments, the Three 
Oaks Shelter, Christmas in April and schol-
arships for high school students seeking to 
go to college.

But the festival is about celebrating all 
things relating to oysters, including the U.S. 
National Oyster Cook-Off where chefs from 
around the region and the country will com-

pete to see who has the best recipes.
Oysters will also be available for sale to 

eat on site, either raw or cooked.
Oysters available during the two-day 

festival include those grown locally and 
throughout Maryland in aquaculture farms 
such as the Double T Oyster Ranch in Tall 
Timbers, Johnson Bay Oyster Company 

in Berlin, Madhouse Oysters from Fishing 
Creek, Nomini Bay Oyster Ranch, Nomini 
Bay Oysters from Montross, Virginia, Shore 
Thing Shellfish LLC of Tall Timbers and 
Madison Bay Seafood of Madison, Maryland.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Maryland Public Schools 
Report Card 

St. Mary’s County Public Schools 
 

•  29.1% proficient in Math 
•  54.9% proficient in Reading / English 

WHAT IS NEEDED 
IS A 

“BACK TO BASICS” 
EDUCATOR 

ON THE SCHOOL 
BOARD 

County TimesCounty TimesCalvertCalvert

WWW.COUNTYTIMES.NET
WWW.COUNTYTIMES.NET

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2023

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2023

Pedestrian Fatality  
Pedestrian Fatality  

Under Investigation
Under Investigation

Holiday Inn Rezoning 
Holiday Inn Rezoning 

Draws Controversy
Draws Controversy

Commissioners Briefed 

Commissioners Briefed 

on Paid Family Leave
on Paid Family Leave

TASTE THE
TASTE THE

BEACHESBEACHES

County TimesCounty Times
St. Mary'sSt. Mary's

WWW.COUNTYTIMES.NET
WWW.COUNTYTIMES.NET

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2023
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2023

Nati onal Lighth ouse WeekendAug 5–6 • 10am-5pm Piney Point Lighthouse & St. Clement’s Island
Facebook.com/1836Light | 301-994-1471 Facebook.com/SCIMuseum | 301-769-2222

Photo by Ceandra Scott

FORGING BONDS TO 
FORGING BONDS TO FIGHT CRIMEFIGHT CRIME

Shelter Animals  
Shelter Animals  Need Adoption
Need Adoption

County Deals  
County Deals  with Panhandling
with Panhandling

Second Arrest in 
Second Arrest in Transgender Murder
Transgender Murder

LOCAL
ADVERTISING 
IS MORE
POWERFUL
THAN EVER.

TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN THE 
COUNTY TIMES,
CONTACT US AT 
301-373-4125
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School Board Approves 
Boundary Shift
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The St. Mary’s County Board of Education 
made a decision last week that will send 
some children who attend Mechanicsville 
Elementary School to Lettie Marshall Dent 
Elementary School.

School system staff recommended that 
bus routes that service Lockes Forest Road 
and Critter Run Lane homes be redistricted 
to Lettie Marshall Dent elementary at the 
Oct. 9 board meeting in Leonardtown and 
the school board unanimously agreed to 
make the transition.

Currently, Lockes Hill Road is split 
between the Lettie Marshall Dent and 
Mechanicsville elementary school districts.  
Critter Run Lane and Lockes Forest Road, 
located on the westbound portion of Lockes 
Hill Road were districted to Mechanicsville 
Elementary School, while the eastbound 
portion of Lockes Hill Road is districted to 
Lettie Marshall Dent Elementary School, 
school board documents explained.

The boundary change was not discussed 
during the public meeting, rather it was 
approved along with the consent agenda 
in the early stages of the meeting, which 
started at 6 p.m.

School Board member Cathy Allen said 
the boundary shift affected a maximum of 
three children.

“It just got overlooked and some point,” 

Allen told The County Times. “The new 
routes make a lot more sense done this way.

“It’s very minimal; it’s a correction of 
what should’ve happened previously.”

Boundary line changes have, in the past, 
been a deeply contentious issue when it 
involves sending large numbers of students 
to a new school, Allen acknowledged, and 
is not taken lightly by the school board.

“If there is a boundary changes of any sig-
nificant difference those are always discussed 
in open session,” Allen said. “And they are 
usually discussed over several meetings. We 
don’t do something like that willy nilly.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

School Board member Cathy Allen

Vandalism Hits Town 
Scarecrow Contest
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

There are approximately 80 scarecrows cre-
ated by local businesses as part of a con-
test to see which is nominated to be the 
best around Leonardtown this year, but 
some have already become the subject of 
vandalism, Town Administrator Laschelle 
McKay reported at the Oct. 15 meeting of 
the Leonardtown Town Council.

“We’ve received so many positive com-
ments from visitors as well as business 
owners regarding this event,” McKay said. 
“Unfortunately, we did have some vandal-
ism over the weekend.”

McKay has already informed local law 
enforcement, she said, but the town is look-
ing into possibly increasing surveillance 
of the downtown in hopes of stopping any 
further vandals.

“We do have cameras in the square,” 
McKay said. “We have a nice [camera] 
system in the alley now.

“We have money in the budget for a cou-
ple more downtown and new cameras at the 
wharf and the Port of Leonardtown Winery.”

McKay called the incidents of vandalism 
“unfortunate.”

“Because the kids are loving this, the 
parents are loving this,” McKay said. 
“There’s been a lot of participation.”

Council member Heather Earhart 
encouraged town residents to vote for their 

favorite scarecrows not matter the vandal-
ism done to some of them.

“Don’t forget to vote for the scarecrows, 
even the ones that got damaged,” Earhart 
said. “I was just really impressed with the 
scarecrows and how creative everybody is 
with them.”

She called the level of participation 
“awesome.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

One of more than 80 town scarecrows
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St. Mary’s Alliance Continues Hurricane Relief
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

A newly formed cooperative of local non-
profit service groups has come together to 
continue the drive for relief supplies for the 
survivors of Hurricane Helene, particularly 
in North Carolina, which was the hardest 
hit of seven states back in late September.

The Proactive Alliance of Community 
Emergency Relief Services (PACERS) is 
comprised of the local Knights of Columbus, 
American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, American Legion and the Lions Club 
and is continuing their emergency supply 
drive through Nov. 1.

PACERS is seeking a plethora of items, 
including: personal hygiene products, pota-
ble water, water purification tablets, pet 
food, baby formula, diapers and infant care 
products, cold weather gear, flashlights, 
small grills and charcoal, hand tools and 
axes, sleeping bags, pillows and blankets, 
batteries and cell phone charging devices 
and cell power storage devices.

PACERS is also accepting cash dona-
tions to pay for fuel costs and vehicle rent-
als to transport the supplies down to North 
Carolina by truck.

Brandy Turnbull, a local veteran who 
started up a relief convoy to deliver supplies 
reported she is now working with PACERS 
to continue the relief efforts. She has just 
helped ship more than 41,500 pounds of 
supplies to hurricane-stricken areas.

She has seen the devastation, Turnbull 
said, and the pictures and reports commonly 
reported “aren’t doing the situation justice.”

“The closer you get to where North 
Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia meet, the 
worse the damage gets,” Turnbull said. “The 
devastation is just indescribable.

“It’s really bad.”
She called the conditions she saw 

“heartbreaking.”
“There were entire towns of between 

5,000 and 15,000 people where everything 
was gone except one stud wall standing,” 

Turnbull said. “There were boulders just 
sitting in parking lots that were the size of 
an SUV.

“There was asphalt ripped up like a band 
aid torn away.”

She credited her son Hunter, 6, a student 
at Ridge Elementary School, with coming up 
with the idea to make signs at collection sites 
to help sort out all of the donations of supplies.

Rescue and relief workers are using pack 
mules, horses and even goats to take sup-
plies to the many isolated communities in 
Western North Carolina where roads had 

been washed out and power lines badly 
damaged.

Turnbull said some communities may 
not have power restored for as much as 
two months.

The supply donations have come so heav-
ily, Turnbull said, that she has had to turn 
some of them away because she had run out 
of space to store it.

Mearl Rusaw, with the local Knights of 
Columbus organization, said he and other vol-
unteers continue to package the supplies being 
donated from all over Southern Maryland.

“It just keeps coming in,” Rusaw said. 
“We’ve got a little bit of everything.”

PACERS has four donation locations 
including the Dean Lumber Warehouse 
“C” on Mervell Dean Road, Tom Hodges 
Auto Sales in Hollywood, Bank of America 
in Mechanicsville and the Weis stores in 
Callaway, Lexington Park and Lusby.

“It’s amazing,” said Deborah Rusaw, 
Mearl’s wife helping package the dona-
tions. “It’s amazing what people have been 
bringing in.”

Monetary donations can be made to the 
VFW Post in Waynesville, North Carolina 
through Cash App,Venmo and PayPal, 
according to PACERS, as well as through 
the Ridge Lions Club using Zelle.

Women Veterans United Committee, Inc. 
is also accepting monetary donations.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Some of the many donations collected by volunteers. Photos courtesy of: Brandy and James Turnbull, P.J. 
Forrest, Leo and Christina Gillespie and Carla Tomaszewski

ON THE COVER
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ABOUT US:
The King's Christian Academy is a college
preparatory school committed to helping
students achieve academic excellence in
Pre-K through the 12th grade.

301-994-3080

20738 Point Lookout Road, Callaway, MD

www.kcaeagles.org

STEM
fine arts
HS Engineering Track

Dual Enrollment

The King's Christian
Academy

o p e n  H o u s e
October 25

honor courses

Serving Over
 40 years

Athletics
Certified Nursing
Assistant Program

9:30 to 11:30 am  

Scan to
Register

To register for the Open House, Scan the QR Code Below
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RE-ELECT

Cathy Allen
• Active, well-informed 

Board member
• Proven leadership and 

experience bringing our 
county’s voice to Annapolis

• Former critical care nurse
• Eff ective, tireless advocate 

for our students, schools, 
and community

Find me on Facebook: @CathyAllen2016 

By authority Cathy Allen, Candidate; Bradford J. Allen, Treasurer

“I NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE WORKING ON 
BEHALF OF OUR CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY.”

St. Mary’s County Board of Education, District 2

6th Annual

Scarecrow Stroll

VisitLeonardtownMd.com

Come Stroll through
Leonardtown to see over
80 Scarecrows on display

and cast your vote for
your favorite!

Vote Now through 10/27/24 • Winner Announced 10/31/24
VisitLeonardtownMd.com/scarecrowstroll

Categories Include
Best Overall
Best Leonardtown Business
Best Visiting Business 
Best Non-Profit or Organization 
Best Government, Town, State Agency
Best Town Council Member 
Best Family or Individual 

Delegate Calls Out 
Ballot Mistake
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Del. Matt Morgan (R-Dist. 29A) took to 
social media last week and warned of mis-
takes on sample ballots mailed out to St. 
Mary’s residents, some with the wrong 
address for their polling places.

In one instance, Morgan stated in a post 
on his Facebook page, two sample ballots 
mailed to the same house in Mechanicsville 
had different addresses for polling places.

One address was for the Mechanicsville 
Volunteer Fire Department on Hills Club 
Road while the other said it was also for the 
Mechanicsville firehouse but the address was 
listed as Hermanville Road in Mechanicsville.

Hermanville Road is in the southern por-
tion of St. Mary’s closer to Lexington Park.

The second erroneous address is that of 
Park Hall Elementary School in Park Hall.

Morgan posted that he had initially 
received complaints from constituents in 
the 7th District and that the local Board of 
Elections was aware of the error and would 
be sending out corrected sample ballots.

Another constituent of Morgan’s posted 
on his page that her polling place was listed 
as Chopticon High School but that it was on 
Three Notch Road, in Morganza.

Chopticon High School is in Morganza 
but is on Coltons Point Road; the errone-
ous address is that of Spring Ridge Middle 
School.

Wendy Adkins, director of the St. Mary’s 
County Board of Elections, told The County 
Times that the mishap was a printer error 
in which addresses were mismatched only, 
but other information on sample ballots was 

accurate, such as the precinct number.
“They are going to send out a cor-

rected sample ballot to everyone who was 
affected,” Adkins said of the approximately 
6,900 erroneous sample ballots mailed out.

The elections board knows exactly which 
addresses received erroneous sample bal-
lots, Adkins said, and the deliveries were 
scheduled to go out Oct. 15.

Morgan said the error should have been 
caught earlier and that it caused “needless 
confusion.”

“That was a pretty big mistake,” Morgan 
said. “That’s something like 10 percent of 
the registered voters in St.Mary’s County.

“It doesn’t leave you with a lot of confi-
dence in the Board of Elections.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Firefighters Want 
All New Emergency 
Radios Sooner
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Several failures of portable radios by local 
firefighters have their leadership calling on 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County to 
speed up their replacement and ensure that 
all firefighters are issued one.

The county’s Emergency Services Board 
and County Fire Board Association have 
both thrown their support behind the request.

The volunteer fire service noted last year 
that they needed to have a radio available 
for every firefighter riding on an appara-
tus to ensure that any firefighter operating 
on a fireground or in a hazardous situation 
would have their own radio communications, 
according to emergency services documents.

A February structure fire resulted in a fire-
fighter making a mayday call, emergency 
services documents showed, but radio cov-
erage problems prevented that firefighter in 
distress from transmitting calls for help.

The fire service has considered using 

repeaters — a combination of a radio 
receiver and a radio transmitter that receives 
a signal and retransmits it — but this solu-
tion will not work without new radios, fire 
service officials have said.

“Currently, it’s a phased plan to pur-
chase the radios over multiple years,” said 
John Nelson, president of the St. Mary’s 
Fire Board Association and chief of the 7th 
District Volunteer Fire Department at the 
Oct. 9 meeting of the emergency services 
board. “When we get the radios we’ll have 
a mix of old and new… the old portables 
are not able to support the repeaters or the 
cell service items.

“So, it’s simple things that the old radios 
just can’t do.”

The request of the fire service is to merge 
the multiyear plan into a much shorter plan 
and use any available funds from either 
ARPA funding or savings from other proj-
ects that effect emergency services projects.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

An example of an erroneous sample ballot shared by 
Del. Matt Morgan on Facebook
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OPEN 
HOUSES

Come to our Fall

NOV 16

REGISTER HERE:

WWW.SMCM.EDU/OPHNP 

LEARN MORE:

SMCM.EDU/BROTHERS

FRIDAY, NOV. 1 | 4:45 P.M. 
CEREMONY & PROCESSION OF DIGNITY  
ST. MARY’S COLLEGE OF MARYLAND 
Gather at the Commemorative to Enslaved  
Peoples of Southern Maryland

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATORY CONCERT 
FOLLOWING THE EVENT @ 7:00 P.M. 

BRUBECK BROTHERS 
QUARTET WITH  
CAMILLE THURMAN
Jazz rooted sound with a blend of funk,
blues and world music

The Sacred Journey: 
The Beloved Community

OCT 26

#4 in U.S. 
(Public Colleges)

From The Princeton Review. Used with permission. ©️2024 TPR Education IP Holding, LLC. The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE IS 
PRICELESS.

THANK YOU.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM. 

Now, more than ever, St. Mary’s County needs 
trustworthy reporting —but good journalism isn’t free.

Please support The County Times by making a 
contribution.

Two easy ways to show your support:
· Call us at 301-373-4125 to pay by credit card
· Mail your check to:

My County Times
PO Box 250
Hollywood, MD 20636

“IT’S VERY MINIMAL; IT’S A 
CORRECTION OF WHAT SHOULD’VE 
HAPPENED PREVIOUSLY.”
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER CATHY ALLEN ON A BUS ROUTE CHANGE IN 
MECHANICSVILLE

LOCAL NEWS 5
LETTERS 12
COLUMNISTS 15

VOTER’S GUIDE 16
OBITUARIES 18
CALENDARS 20

LOCAL 9
Oyster festival coming this weekend

LOCAL 5
Nearly 7,000 erroneous sample ballots mailed

ON THE COVER
Donations from Southern Maryland pour in for 
hurricane victims

CONTENTS

BILLY FITZGERALD — “MR. LISTER”  
O: 301-884-7000/1-800-MRLISTER 

C: 301-481-3378 
www.fitzgeraldrealty.net 

 
GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL 
WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 

 
37601 Golden Beach Road  
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 
info@fitzgeraldrealty.net  

REAL ESTATE SALES   
AUCTION SERVICES  

CONSULTING   
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT    
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS  

CelebratingCelebratingCelebrating   
50 YEARS50 YEARS50 YEARS   of of of    

serving serving serving    
SOUTHERN SOUTHERN SOUTHERN 

MARYLAND!MARYLAND!MARYLAND!   

WEEKLY FORECAST

77

THU, OCT 17 FRI, OCT 18 SAT, OCT 19 SUN, OCT 20

Partly Cloudy Sunny Sunny Sunny
Hi: 60° Lo: 42° Hi: 67° Lo: 45° Hi: 69° Lo: 44° Hi: 72° Lo: 46°

MON, OCT 21 TUE, OCT 22 WED, OCT 23 THU, OCT 24

Sunny Sunny Partly Cloudy Sunny
Hi: 74° Lo: 49° Hi: 75° Lo: 52° Hi: 76° Lo: 54° Hi: 74° Lo: 53°
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We do more than just landscaping
Commercial & Residential | Site Services | Utilities

Call 301-997-8444 for a Free Estimate

ST. MARY’S HELPS ST. MARY’S HELPS 
HURRICANE VICTIMSHURRICANE VICTIMS


