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Now, more than ever, Calvert County needs trustworthy 
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Townsel Says Schools Prepared for Open
‘The major challenge really is controlling everyone’s excitement’
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

When Calvert County Public Schools 
(CCPS) return to the classrooms later this 
month, School Superintendent Dr. Andraé 
Townsel will be beginning his third year 
at the helm of the 16,000-student school 
district.

During an Aug. 12 interview with The 
County Times, Townsel reflected back 
to whether the three years have been as 
expected. He said, “Every superintendency 
has its own challenges. You just have to 
be ready for whatever comes and just stay 
ready, stay prepared, stay professionally 
developed, personally developed and work 
collaboratively with people. So, it was very, 
very challenging. I think it was the biggest 
financial crisis in the history of Calvert 
County Public Schools, but we were able 
to collectively work through it. So, it was 
fine. It was tough, very, very hard, but we 
made it through.”

As to whether it’ll be easier in the future, 
he said, “It depends on our state aid. I believe 
if we reassigned a payment in lieu of taxes, 
a PILOT, then I believe we should be okay. 
The issue is when that PILOT expired, our 
community was taxed at a hundred percent, 
and that cut into our state aid.”

Townsel advised parents about prepar-
ing for school open, “I would tell them to 
engage with their school principals, ensure 
they have our student handbook and code 
of conduct, ensure that they’re signed in to 
their students’ academic accounts, and just 
get all their contact information to school 
leadership to ensure that highly effective 
communication happens both ways.”

He believes in the school open houses 
“100 percent. Any open house that is being 
offered at all of our schools, I strongly 
encourage our parents to attend.”

Townsel noted, “I think it’s important for 
your readers to understand that we’re going 
into Blueprint for Maryland’s Future; it is in 
full swing. So, it’s our job as school leader-
ship to execute the Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future because it’s law. So, a lot of things 
that are new for example, this year, some-
thing like new teacher salaries, the career 
ladder, it’s constantly engaging in workforce 
development for our high school students, 
continuously building on early childhood 
education, and also having a heavy focus 
on college and career readiness. Looking 
at certifications for our young people in the 
career tech field, while also ensuring that we 
have a rigorous academic program.”

The workforce component geared up this 
past year with the hiring of staff. Townsel 
said, “It is going smooth. We have an excel-
lent coordinator, Carrie Akins, who’s also the 
principal and director of career and technical 
programming here. She’s done a phenome-
nal job supporting the lead of that work.”

One of the big changes this year is the 
new cellphone policy, thar requires phones 
to be powered down in classrooms. Townsel 
said, “One thing that our team is doing, 
myself and our director of Student Services, 
we are  going through every last school and 
giving the presentation on expectations and 
specifically outlining new policies such as 

our electronic devices policy, and our dress 
code policy. So, I’ll be in schools physically 
supporting the delivery of that message.’

As to enforcement, he explained, 
“Everyone that works in Calvert County 
Public School has a responsibility to uphold 
the expectations of all of our young people. 
So, it’s a collaborative team effort.”

On the policy, he said, “I have support 
from our community, sharing that they want 
our young people to be as safe as they pos-
sibly can, and they understand that a part 
of safety is limiting access to some of these 
social networking sites that young peo-
ple use and sometimes get in trouble with 
outside of school. So, they understand the 
safety measures that the school district is 
putting in place, and they truly appreciate 
that opportunity.”

As school was ending last semester, prob-
lems surfaced about discipline at Calvert 
High School. Townsel said, “The leadership 
at Calvert High School did a phenomenal 
job with regards to their school improve-
ment plan. And also, I worked very collab-
oratively with our local sheriff’s office to 
do safety walks at the school prior to the 
end of the school year. So, we closed out 
on a high note this summer. We had profes-
sional development, including our summer 
leadership academy, and we’re walking into 
a school year 24-25 with optimism and a 
lot of excitement, a lot of anticipation for 
great things in front of us due to the hard 
work we’ve done over the summer. So, I’m 
going to continue to work collaboratively 
with school leadership, with all outside 
agencies, and every high school will con-
tinue to be a high-quality high school in the 
state of Maryland.”

Townsel praised Sheriff Ricky Cox for 
his collaboration with the school system. 
“I think Sheriff Cox is a major asset to our 
community, our school community. He and 
I have a phenomenal relationship.”

Townsel was asked about the learning gap 
that occurred during the pandemic. He said, 
“We’re very privileged in Calvert County to 
be moving forward with closing our learn-
ing gap due to Covid-19. Most recently, in 
our publicly released test scores, we have 
some of the highest test scores in the state of 
Maryland. We were number one for English 
and ranked high across a lot of categories, 
and we still maintain one of the highest 
graduation rates in the state. So, not only 
are we making up the loss that we have from 
the pandemic, our school district is continu-
ing to outperform some of our other districts 
in the state.”

As for one-on-one help, he said it’s 
“always a privilege if you could pull it 
off, but there’s a lot of resources in place. 
We have a multi-tiered system of support 
for our young people that covers students, 
whether it’s academically, behaviorally, or 
with regards to their social and emotional 
capacities. So, we do have supports put in 
place to target our neediest students.”

For parents who would like to volun-
teer in school, he said, “There’s a process 
at every school. They can check with the 
school administration, but parents in our 
school system are a secret recipe for a lot of 
the success that we have. We do believe that 

parents have the opportunity to reinforce 
the expectations that we have for our young 
people. So, we appreciate our parents, and 
we want them to continue to stay involved.”

The superintendent observed, “Every 
school district in the state of Maryland has 
vacancies at the moment. We’re no different, 
but we’re over 97 percent. So we’re very 
excited about that. I hope to get to fully 
staffed by the start of the school year, clos-
ing that every week.”

He said of the teacher shortage, “The 
major issue is that the field of education is 
not attractive to the masses. Schools of edu-
cation across the country have low enroll-
ment. So, this is a product of a very, very 
small pool of talent available, compared to 
the demand we have in education.”

Townsel has just assumed the presi-
dency of the state superintendent’s associa-
tion and recruitment is s an issue they’ll be 
addressing. “My job as the president is not 
to only support our state superintendents, 
work collaboratively with the Maryland 
State Department of Education, but also 
to make the field of education look attrac-
tive. My platform is to attract people to 
the profession. It’s an amazing profession, 
very rewarding. But as you could probably 
remember, the field of education. for as long 
as I can remember, has had a reputation that 
was negative with regards to the salaries. It 
just does not get the same respect as being 
a doctor or a lawyer.” He said the Blueprint 

bolstering salaries could help.
As schools open, he said, “The major 

challenge really is controlling everyone’s 
excitement. We’re very, very happy to come 
back to school.”

Townsel said, “We’re going to continue 
to set the bar, meet the bar, exceed the bar, 
and raise the bar. And the goal is to continue 
to get better. Equal or greater value is what 
I expect from all of our young people and 
all of our educators.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

School Superintendent Dr. Andraé Townsel
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Hello,
INDEPENDENT

VOTERS
of Calvert County!
We trust that you know how 
crucial this election is for our 
nation, state, and county.

We have 16,000 Independent 
voters in Calvert County! 
We need each of you to 
vote on or before Tuesday, 
November 5.

Vote for the sensible 
and student-focused 
BOE team — the JAM 
team of Jeanette 
Flaim, Antoine White, 
and Mike Shisler!

Stay healthy!

By Authority of Citizens for Mike Shisler
Joan Shisler, Treasurer

School Board Debates 
Equity in Hiring
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

It began with a discussion of the Calvert 
County Board of Education’s policy on 
discrimination.

Regarding discrimination in hiring, board 
member Lisa Grenis pointed out, “Right 
now it says the employment, retention, 
recruiting, and placement of persons from 
underrepresented groups.”

She said, “I would just like to add to that, 
provided they are the most qualified. I said 
the best, most qualified and most talented 
candidates, that needs to be the priority.”

Supervisor of Equity Margo Gross said 
of the current wording, “That is almost the 
exact verbiage from the policy regulation 
statement within Comar (the state code).

Grenis responded, “I just think in Calvert 
County’s hiring practice, we need to be care-
ful not to sacrifice talent for diversity. We 
want diversity, but if we’re getting diversity, 
it needs to be the most qualified candidates 
we can get. So, I think it’s important to add.”

But board Vice President Inez Claggett 
responded, “In this policy, I do not sup-
port addition of the word ‘most-qualified’ 
because I do believe that the policy mim-
ics Comar very closely in the language. 
And I think that we can achieve attracting 
and hiring the most qualified through other 
means. And I think that can be done through 
administrative procedure, and in questions 
that are asked during interviews, as well as 
through other methods. So, I do not believe 
we need to add the word ‘most-qualified’ 
to the policy.”

Grenis’ request to add the language failed 
on a 3-1 vote, with board member Jana Post 
not in attendance at the Aug. 8 meeting. After 
the vote, Grenis quipped, “I am just trying 
to process not adding ‘the most-qualified.’”

Board member Dawn Balinski said, “The 
reason why I said ‘no’ is because I felt like 
that’s a given. Our hiring objectives are to 
hire the most qualified people. And so that’s 
sort of a given. What this is trying to say is 

that we need to add diversity to that already 
high-quality hiring.”

Balinski added, “When you’re saying 
underrepresented groups, if you have two 
candidates and you just look at them on 
paper without having any clue as to what 
they look like, and you pick one candi-
date that maybe was extremely qualified 
as opposed to underqualified, and then you 
meet them in person and it’s not the under-
represented group. This policy is stating that 
that that’s what our goal is to hire under-
represented groups. I want the most highly 
qualified candidate. I think it’s important to 
clarify that.”

Grenis said, “I guess I don’t see it as a 
given, and I’m afraid that we could sacrifice 
a highly-talented candidate in the name of 
diversity. And I just like to see it clarified.”

At the suggestion of Student Member of 
the Board Grace Minakowski, the board 
added persons with disabilities to the list of 
underrepresented groups.

The policy is being posted for 30 days for 
review after which the board will vote on it.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

School Board member Lisa Grenis

LOCAL 
ADVERTISING
IS MORE  
POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE COUNTY TIMES, 
CONTACT 301-373-4125
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Prince Frederick
175 W Dares Beach Road

410-535-3880
M-F 7AM-7PM
SAT 7AM-4PM

Lusby
25 Cover Point Road

410-326-2672
M-F 7AM-6PM
SAT 7AM-4PM

Owings
7605 Meadow Run Lane

410-257-2830
M-F 7AM-6PM
SAT 7AM-4PM

 “We do it right the fi rst time!”

Your Neighborhood Tire and Auto Shop

It’s Back-to-School Time!
Remember: Never pass a stopped school bus.

It’s the law.

Local Team Earns Trip to National Barbecue 
Championship
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

A trio of buddies who grew up together in 
Calvert County and graduated from Northern 
High School have a new venture that brings 
them together. They are competing profes-
sionally in barbeque challenges and that has 
led to a recent number one victory and a slot 
in a national championship next year.

Donnie Smith, Mike Chappell, and Josh 
Boutaugh are the team that will attempt to 
bring home the gold so to speak for the area. 
Smith now lives in southern Anne Arundel, 
but the other two still live in Calvert. Smith 
and Chappell work for Amtrak, and Boutaugh 
is a veteran of the DC police department. 

Smith explained, “About 12 years ago, I 
just started out Go’s Barbecue as a blog, like 
an Instagram page. And Mike and Josh and I, 
we kind of reunited and we got talking because 
we all grew up, went to school together, and 
hey, you know, we should, maybe try to com-
pete in barbecue because we all liked to bar-
becue. And I would do little cooks and stuff 
for friends, but this is the kicker. We had a 
local event in Calver County. The Smart broth-
ers, Chad and Kirk Smart, they own Sassafras 
Farms. They had a local barbecue amateur 
competition, and we swept the whole compe-
tition and got a grand championship.’

That was two years ago and got the 
friends really thinking about doing more of 
it. Smith said, “So after that we were like, 

man, we can maybe do this. Let’s go pro-
fessional into what they call KCBS. That’s, 
that’s an acronym for Kansas City Barbecue 
Society. I don’t know if you know this, but 
barbecue is a pretty big scene nowadays. 
So, we joined, started competing last year. 
We started getting calls with some of the top 
teams, which was a good thing.”

Smith explained, “You’ve got three differ-
ent categories, ribs, chicken, and pork, and you 
travel to these big barbecue events and there’s 
a bunch of teams there. The ultimate goal is to 
be that overall grand champion winner.

“And the first year we did well, we would 
get calls, but we never had that grand cham-
pion. Well, we just did a pretty big event 
this past weekend in Ashland, Virginia. It’s 
called Americamps Barbecue Throwdown.” 

Of that event, he said, “It’s a three day 
cook and the first day they call it like a one 
meat challenge. And we did good. But the 
actual barbecue throwdown is Saturday and 
Sunday. Saturday, we had a third-place rib, 
a fifth-place pork and I believe it was a 13th 
chicken. And we, we were fourth overall 
best team there. And it was super exciting 
because to be an overall team, there’s so 
many good competitive teams out here, and 
there’s a lot of teams there. To be a top 10 
contender, you walk away happy.”

But on Sunday it all came together. He said, 
“We came back stronger and ran our same 
programs. And we got a first-place chicken, 
we had a second-place rib, and we had a 

fifth-place pork. And that gave us what they 
would call the KCBS two meet overall grand 
champion, and then the overall Reserve Grand 
Champion for the Americamps contest.”

That win punched their ticket for the 
KCBS national championship in Tennessee 
next year. Smith believes they are the first 
local team to reach that lofty honor.

“It was a huge win for us, and it was our 
first grand championship,” Smith exclaimed, 
adding, “Just three guys from Calvert. We 
grew up together and we all have young kids 
and it’s just been cool.”

Smith explained, “Competition barbecue 
is completely different from your backyard 
barbecue where people just throw stuff on 
the grill. And that’s good for eating. This is 
a very tedious, it takes a lot of prep, a lot of 
practice. We have actual programs for each 
individual meat category.”

He said, “We actually order our meat 
from a company in Ohio called Mr. Brisket 
and it’s prime grade meat.”

He said, “We trim and cut all of our meat 
for competition style barbecue.”

Smith explained, “When you cook com-
petition barbecue, you are turning in a box. 
You’re turning in a chicken box, a rib box, 
and a pork box. And that judge, there’s six 
judges to a table, and you put six pieces of 
meat. If you have ribs, you’re putting six 
ribs. Some you can put eight if you want, 
but there’s only six judges. So, each judge 
will get a rib and take one bite. So, they 

only get one bite. You’re trying to pack as 
much flavor, as much punch into that one 
bite. They judge you on taste, tenderness, 
and presentation.”

For the Kansas City society, he said, 
“You’re doing sweet, however, he added, 
“We learned early on, we’re not cooking 
for what we like, we’re cooking for them.”

The local team is sponsored by Tillman’s 
Barbecue from Florida, and they use their 
products in the competition.

Also, he said, “We cook on Gateway 
drum smokers. They’re designed by a multi 
world champion.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Friends and professional barbecue competitors [l to 
r] Mike Chappell, Donnie Smith, and Josh Boutaugh
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Black Belt AcademyBlack Belt Academy
Of Prince Frederick 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
TAEKWONDO CLASSES 

FREE Registration - Save $75!!
50% OFF - 1st Week’s Tuition
FREE Uniform for 1st-time Students

s

s
s

With This AD - GET THE FOLLOWING: 

Give your child the gift of confidence, discipline, 
and fun. Enroll in our before and after school 
Taekwondo classes today and watch them thrive!

SPECIAL ENDS AUGUST 31, 2024

Family
Discounts285 Merrimac Court | Prince Frederick, MD | 410-414-7530

www.CalvertMartialArts.com 
Black Belt Academy Black Belt Academy 

Of Prince Frederick 

Enroll Today!
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purchase your tickets at purchase your tickets at 
smithislandcruises.comsmithislandcruises.com
or Call 410-425-2771or Call 410-425-2771

Cruise and Crab feast package availableCruise and Crab feast package available

Departing FromDeparting From
Point Lookout MarinaPoint Lookout Marina
Ridge, MD • Thursday–Sunday • 10amRidge, MD • Thursday–Sunday • 10am
Cruises run Through September 15Cruises run Through September 15

Glow Vigil
Saturday, Aug. 31 • 7:30-9 p.m. 
Mark R. Frazer Sunrise Garden, North Beach

Join us for the unveiling and dedication of our Overdose Awareness Memorial 
Sculpture in honor and memory of our beloved lost to overdose death.

International Overdose Awareness Day is a global event to raise awareness that overdose death is preventable and to 
reduce the stigma associated with drug-related death. This day also acknowledges the grief felt by family and friends 

remembering those who have died or had a permanent injury as the result of a drug overdose. 

GUEST SPEAKERS
“Together We Can” 

Highlighting the power of community  
when we all stand together

Margaret Dowell 
Independent Artist, Art Educator,  

Co-editor, Addiction and Art
Willie Forman 

Christian Rapper and Recovering Addict 
Emmanuel Church Celebrate Recovery

FREE LOCAL RESOURCES
Local prevention, treatment and 

recovery information will be provided by:
• Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
• CAASA
• Calvert County Health Department (Narcan training) 
• Calvert County Local Behavioral Health Authority
• Celebrate Recovery
• Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

OVERDOSE AWARENESS/MEMORIAL 
SCULPTURE PROJECT

"Their Lives Matter"
Remembering and Spreading Hope

A public art project supported by the 
Maryland State Arts Council

Keith Pardieck, Chair
Twin Beach Opioid Abuse Awareness Coalition

Mark Frazer, Former Mayor of North Beach
Founder of Sunrise Garden, North Beach

Thomas Sterner, Artist
"Big Hug," "Hug Chair" and 
Memorial Pedestal/Plaque

Presented by the Twin Beach Opioid Abuse Awareness Coalition 
and Calvert County advocacy partners
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Solomons Dragon Boat 
Festival Set for Aug. 17
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The dragons are coming. Once again this 
year the Patuxent River will be filled with 
dragons – actually dragon boats – for the 
annual Solomons Dragon Boat Festival. The 
races take place on Saturday, Aug. 17, with 
opening ceremonies on Friday, Aug. 16. But 
you maty see dragons on the water earlier 
as they begin practice.

The annual event is a fundraiser for 
Southern Maryland Community Resources 
[SMCR]. According to their website, 
“SMCR promotes the inclusion of persons 
with developmental differences into the life 
of our community. We advocate for indi-
viduals with special needs, to recognize the 
inherent dignity that is theirs because they 
are members of our one human family. We 
promote social recreational and educational 
opportunities where individuals with devel-
opmental differences can contribute their 
unique gifts and develop their potential.

“We provide monthly programs to pro-
vide our members with social and recre-
ational opportunities in order to enrich 
their lives. Members enjoy our programs 
at no-to-little cost through our partnerships 
with businesses and organizations through-
out the community.”

SMCR says, “Our ‘Inclusion-Plus’ 
Model, along with a focus on community 
integration and workforce readiness, make 
SMCR a leader in the community.

“SMCR provides its members with pro-
grams that go beyond inclusion to incorpo-
rate persons with developmental differences 
into the life of the large community.

“The key is SMCR Networking. The goal 
is to build a bridge between SMCR mem-
bers (teens and adults with developmental 
differences) and the community at large.

“SMCR expects all people to be lifelong 
learners. This educational model is the basis 
for finding what motivates an individual, 
what is important.”

This year the following teams will be 
competing:

• The ManTech Marauders Team
• Tekla Tsunami Dragons from Tekla 

Research, Inc.
• Sync or Swim from KBR
• Drag’n Butt from AMEWAS
• The Pirates of SMC-Rrrr
• GoPink!DC
• Happy Healthy Dragons: Patuxent 

Wellness
• Just Floating TaylOARS
• Our Tails Are Dragon Community 

Team

• The Mighty Crabs from SMRA
• The Personalized Therapy Pod
• The FlouRIDERS from PAX Dental
• Spring Dell Water Dragons
• Out of Sight Dragons
• PAX River Chiefs
A complete description of each boot can 

be found at About Solomons Dragon Boat 
Festival Teams (somdcr.org)

This year there are two new divisions. 
Community Division returns, which make 
up the bulk of the current boats. These 
are typically local businesses and special 
interest groups. Added are the Paradragon 
Division, for teams with adaptive sports 
needs, and the BCS Division, the official 
Breast Cancer Survivors division.

Saturday’s schedule is as follows:
• 8:00 a.m.: Team captains will meet 

with our Teams Coordinator and 
22Dragons representative at the 
Muster area in the Solomons North 
parking lot. Light breakfast will be 
available.

• 8:30 a.m.: At the Gazebo, Presentation 
of Colors, Pledge of Allegiance, 
National Anthem. Our Vendor Village 
is also open to the public at this time.

• 9:00 a.m.: Team Warm-Ups on the 
water

• 10:00 a.m.: Races begin! Food trucks 
available for orders.

• 10:30 a.m.: The Exhibition Race of our 
special needs teams will commence!

• 12:30 p.m.: Break for lunch. This tim-
ing is approximate. We recommend 
you check out our local restaurants (or 
two or three!) and sample their spe-
cialty dragon drinks just for this event.

• 1:00 p.m.: Races resume. This timing 
is approximate.

• 3:00 p.m.: The final champions race 
will take place! Don’t miss this race.

• 3:30 p.m.: Awards & Superlatives 
Presentations. This timing is approxi-
mate and depends upon when the day’s 
races finish.

The Dotting of the Eye Ceremony will 
take place on Friday, Aug. 16 at 6 p.m. 
Gather on the lawn of Our Lady Star of 
the Sea School in Solomons as participants 
paint the eyes of the dragons to awaken them 
and wish them well in the races to come.

The festival features vendors, teams, food 
trucks, local shops and restaurants... and of 
course exciting races on the Patuxent River.

General parking is located in the field 
across from the Calvert Marine Museum. 
Shuttles ran from this lot and made several 
stops on the island indicated on the map. 
Shuttles ran from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.



Thursday, August 15, 2024Calvert County Times9

Optimists Announce 
Scholarship Winners

The Optimist Club of Calvert recently 
awarded five college scholarships total-
ing $20,000.

Sarah Davis (Calvert High) was selected 
as the winner of the Les Knapp Scholarship 
valued at $8,000. Sarah will attend University 
of Maryland this fall majoring in Dietetics.

The Jim King Scholarship, valued at 
$6,000, was awarded to Sarah Hurley 
(Northern High). Sarah will be attending 
Hamilton College this fall majoring in 
International Relations.

Kennedi Jones (Huntingtown High) was 
awarded the Robert L. Chaney Career/
Vocational/Technical Scholarship, valued 

at $3,000. Kennedi will be attending Hood 
College, majoring in Computer Science.

Sara Bevard (Calvert High) was awarded 
the Edward V. Dorsey, Jr. Junior Optimist 
Scholarship, valued at $3,000. Sara will be 
majoring in Biomedical Science at Liberty 
University.

Emma Brezina (Calvert High) was 
awarded the Edward V. Dorsey, Jr. Junior 
Optimist Scholarship, valued at $3,000. 
Emma will be majoring in Cybersecurity and 
Digital Forensics at Stevenson University.

Press Release from Optimist Club of Calvert

Kids Learn What Cops 
and Their K-9s Do
The Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
recently spent a morning with the students 
and staff at Carter’s Webb Learning Center 
in Huntingtown! The sheriff’s office was 
thrilled to spend time sharing what they 
do and how they keep our community safe.

Cpl. Durner and his loving canine com-
panion, Dougall, wowed everyone with 
a demonstration of some of Dougall’s 
impressive 75 commands! Dougall was 
the star of the show, handing out plenty of 
doggie kisses and lap hugs that had every-
one smiling.

Sgt. Denton from our SWAT Team gave 
an up-close look at the tactical gear our 
team uses. The students had a blast explor-
ing the agency’s Bearcat, learning about the 
important role it plays in our operations.

Cpl. Callison and his K9 partner, Reaper, 
shared insights into how K9s help keep our 
community safe, highlighting the incredible 
bond and teamwork between officers and 
their canine companions.

DFC R. Jones took things to new heights, 
literally, by flying the agency’s drone over-
head. He even captured a fantastic group 
photo from above, giving everyone a bird’s-
eye view of the fun!

Special guest Sheriff Ricky Cox made a 
surprise visit encouraging kids to be their 
best and have a great school year ahead.

It was a day full of learning and laugh-
ter and we are so grateful to Carter’s Web 
Learning Center for the opportunity to 
engage with their students. Thank you for 
having us, and we look forward to more 
visits in the future! 

Press Release from CCSO

K9 Dougall delighted the children

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Y EARS OF SERVICE

Independent Living 
Assisted Living | Dementia Care

410.755.5593
Assisted Living | Dementia Care

410.755.5169

Brightview’s award-winning communities  
inspire and engage residents while 
supporting their changing needs. 

Our associates have two words for you: 
Why not? Each day, residents explore new 
interests and embark on new adventures.

What will you do today?  
 At Brightview, it’s  
entirely up to you! 

INDEPENDENCEINDEPENDENCE POSSIBILITIES POSSIBILITIES CHOICECHOICE

FOCUS ON WHAT MATTERS.
EYEING A VIBRANT, SECURE FUTURE?

Learn more at BrightviewSeniorLiving.com
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CALENDARS

Thu, Aug 15
Teen Advisory Council of Students

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Teens! Calvert Library needs you! We want 
the library to be a safe space where teens can 
hang out and freely access books, informa-
tion, and form community. TACOS meets 
monthly to help us with our events and ser-
vices planning. Join us every third Thursday! 
You can receive one Service Learning hour 
for each meeting attended. 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Back to School with Horses

Freedom Hill Horse Rescue
7940 Flint Hill Rd., Owings
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Before heading back to school, come on out 
to the farm to enjoy an evening with our 
very own horses! Children can participate 
in several activities which will be fun and 
prepare them for the upcoming school year. 
For more information email freedom.hill.
org@gmail.com.

Fri, Aug 16
On Pins & Needles

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way 
and Calvert Library Twin Beaches 
 4100 5th St., North Beach
1-4 p.m.

Bring your quilting, needlework, knitting, 
crocheting or other project for an after-
noon of conversation and shared creativity. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Mammals at the Museum

Calvert Marine Museum
9 – 11 a.m.

The Calvert Marine Museum is home to 
more than fishes, reptiles, and amphibians! 
Come and spend the morning with your fam-
ily meeting and learning about our amazing 
mammals and the role they play in our local 
environment! Family Fun Friday events at 
the museum are designed for families with 
children ages 5-12 and are a chance to enjoy 
the museum and a special program with activ-
ities and crafts that begin before the museum 
is open to the public. Fee includes museum 
admission: $15 per person for non-members; 
$12 per person for members. 

Sat, Aug, 17
Paper Shredding

Huntingtown High School 
4125 Solomons Island Rd., Huntingtown
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Calvert County Department of Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division, will host free 
paper shredding events for county residents 
and businesses. Shredding documents helps 
prevent identity theft by destroying confi-
dential and/or sensitive information.

Proof of Calvert County residency or 
business location is required. Paperclips and 
staples are acceptable. Binders and binder 
clips are not acceptable. 

Businesses are allowed up to five banker 
boxes of paper per business (or the equiva-
lent volume of five banker boxes in alternate 
containers). There is no limit for residents. 
Certificates of destruction will be provided 
if requested.

Shredding events are held monthly. For 
information about other recycling events, con-
tact the Calvert County Department of Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division at 410-326-0210 
or visit www.CalvertCountyMd.gov/Recycle.

Toy Boatbuilding

Calvert Marine Museum
1 – 4 p.m. 

Make a toy boat from wood under the Corbin 
Nature Pavilion! Space and materials are 

limited. Visitors will be accommodated on a 
first-come, first-served basis. For ages 5 and 
up. Sponsored by the Patuxent Small Craft 
Guild. Museum admission applies; In addi-
tion, a donation of $2 per boat is requested. 

Bad Art Night: Copycat

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
3-4 p.m.

Have you ever looked at an art project and 
thought “I could do that,” but you in fact 
could not do that? Let your creativity flow 
without worrying about an end product! 
This Bad Art Night will be all about copy-
ing a famous painting as terribly as possi-
ble! 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Brain Games: Mahjongg, Scrabble & 
More

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
12-3 p.m.

Games are a great way to keep your brain 
sharp while having fun! Please register. 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Fiber Fiends: Knitting and Crocheting

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Rd., Solomons
2-4 p.m.

If you knit, embroider, or crochet, or would 
like to learn, join us on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month. Registration requested. BYOY 
(Bring Your Own Yarn) 410-326-5289. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Mon, Aug 19
Brain Games: Chess, Scrabble and More 

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach

10 a.m,-1 p.m.

Games are a great way to keep your brain 
sharp while having fun! Join us! Please regis-
ter. 410-257-2411. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Aug 21
Dungeons & Dragons – ADULT

Calvert Library (Zoom/Roll20)
6-9 p.m.

Come have fun with D&D, a role-playing 
game for adults of all experience levels. 
Registration required. 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Book Discussion

Calvert Library, (Zoom)
2-3 p.m. 

Book Discussion about True Biz by Sara 
Novic. Join us for a lively discussion 
about True Biz by Sara Novic! Register in 
advance to receive the Zoom link via email. 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Thu, Aug 22
Little Minnows: Boats – Manpowered

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 & 11:15 a.m. 

This month’s theme is Boats - Manpowered, 
for preschoolers ages 3 – 5, accompanied by 
an adult. This program focuses on one of the 
museum’s three themes. Join us for story 
time and a craft, available while supplies 
last. Sessions are 25-40 minutes. The cost is 
free with museum admission. Sign up at the 
Admissions Desk when you arrive.
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27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

HANDYMAN SERVICES BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

• Drywall
• Painting
• Carpentry

• Bathrooms
• Kitchens
• Basements

• Sundecks
• Roofi ng
• Siding

All Types of Repairs
We are a full-service home improvement company located
in Mechanicsville and serving all of Southern Maryland.

Credit Cards Accepted

MHIC #16265

Celebrating Our 40th Year

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
Serving Calvert, Charles, and 

St. Mary’s Counties

Professional Guaranteed Work 
Every Time

No Job Too Big,
No Job Too Small.
We Do Them All!

Chakra Balancing | Spiritual Cleansing
Tarot Readings | Psychic & Medium Readings

Astrology & Spiritual Healing by Ruby

22912 � ree Notch Rd. 
California, MD
240-661-5466

PsychicMediumMaryland.com

Grand Opening Special:
$10 Readings

� rough August 31

Chakra Balancing
� is Week
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Sell it  -  Buy it  
at AAuuccttiioonn

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Upcoming Auctions:
Charles County 4-H Livestock Auction – SAT, SEPT 14, 2024 – 4 pm

St. Mary’s Co. 4-H Cake Auction – FRI, SEPT 20, 2024 – 6:30 pm
St. Mary’s Co. 4-H Livestock Auction – SAT, SEPT 21, 2024 – 5 pm
Please note new starting time for SMC 4H Livestock Auction – 5 pm!

Assisting Cochran Auctions with
Blue Mount Nursery Liquidation Auction 

20052 Garden Center Court, Ashburn, Virginia
Huge 2-Day Auction - FRI, SEPT 27, 2024, SAT, SEPT. 28 

Trucks – Skid Loader – Greenhouses & Related Items – Huge Inventory 
of Trees, Shrubs & Flowers – Nursery Store Inventory – Bulk Items

For more info, go to www.CochranAuctions.com

Fall Harvest & Local Meats Auction – SAT, OCT 12, 2024 – 4 pm
Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn – Mechanicsville, MD

Online Auction
Over 50 Guitars – 2018 Toyota RAV4 XLE Hybrid – 2007 

BMW Z4 - 12’x24’ Shed – Tools – JD Mower & Other 
Lawn/Garden Items – Antiques & Collectibles – More

Auction will be Online for Viewing & Bidding on AUG 21, 2024
Auction Preview: FRI, AUG 23, 2024 – 3 pm to 6:00 pm

Westfield Farm, 26689 Laurel Grove Road – Mechanicsville, MD
Auction Closes: WED, AUG 28, 2024 - beginning at 6 pm

Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM

Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 

WE’RE HIRING!
Experienced Diesel Mechanic
Full Time/Part Time
Health Insurance | Simple IRA | Paid Vacation & Sick Days
8am–5pm | Monday–Friday | Occasional Saturdays

Please call 301-475-9512 or stop in
at Budds Creek Equipment
23480 Budds Creek Rd.
Clements, MD

BuddsCreekEquipment.com

Thu, Aug 15
Farmers Feeding St. Mary’s

Bay District Volunteer Fire Department
46900 S. Shangri-La Dr., Lexington Park
1p.m. to 7p.m.

From local farmers to your plate! The third 
annual Farmers Feeding St. Mary’s pro-
gram will offer farm fresh produce free to 
the community.

A variety of fresh produce, such as corn, 
tomatoes, squash, and more will be available 
at each event! Family units will be limited 
to one box of produce per event. Food dis-
tribution will continue until the event’s end 
time or until produce runs out.

For more information, call 301-475-4200, 
ext. 1073, or visit www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/FFSM.

Shakespeare in the City: “Much Ado 
About Nothing”

The Inn at Brome Howard

18281 Rosecroft Rd., St. Mary’s City
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Historic St. Mary’s City & the New Towne 
Players invite you to experience the magic 
of Shakespeare’s comedic masterpiece—a 
delightful journey into the heart of love, 
laughter, and the artful complexities of 
human connection.

Outdoor performances run August 
15-17 at 7:30pm on the lawn of The Inn at 
Brome Howard, with food trucks on site. 
(Rain venue is Dodge Center at St. Mary’s 
College). Visit www.newtowneplayers.org 
for tickets and more information.

Sat, Aug 17
Solomons Dragon Boat Festival

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church
50 Alexander Ln, Solomons
9 a.m. 3 p.m.

The annual Solomons Dragon Boat Festival 

is a fun, family-oriented event featuring 20+ 
teams of paddlers competing for glory on 
the Patuxent River!

Saturday, August 17, 2024 will be a full 
day of dragon boat races complete with a 
parade of teams, entertainment, caricature 
artists, children’s activities, vendor village 
and awards ceremony. Events throughout 
the week include a traditional Dotting of the 
Eye Ceremony, practice sessions and a Flash 
Mob. Expect all this and more in 2024! Visit 
www.solomonsdragonboatfestival.com

The event raises funds for Southern 
Maryland Community Resources (SMCR) 
and its members with developmental 
differences.

Pork Loin and Beef Sandwich Sale

American Legion Post 221
21690 Colton Point Rd., Avenue
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

American Legion Post 221 is sponsoring a 
pork loin and beef sandwich sale. Pork loin, 
sliced roast beef, and BBQ beef sandwiches 

will be sold on both Saturday and Sunday at 
American Legion Post 221 @ 21690 Colton 
Point Rd (Rt. 242), in Avenue, MD. The 
event will be from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and sandwiches will cost $8.00 each. For 
more information e-mail us at alpost221@
aol.com or call 301*481*6625.

Sun, Aug 18
Blessing of the Backpacks

Patuxent Presbyterian Church
23421 Kingston Creek Rd., California
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Calling all students (of all ages)! Bring your 
backpack, laptop bag, etc. to our 9:30 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, August 18th at Patuxent 
Presbyterian Church to receive a special 
blessing as we begin another school year. 
More about us: www.paxpres.com.
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Farm To Table

FAMILY FAVORITES

4.48
24.8-Oz., Selected

Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls

4.5 To 5.3-Oz., Flips Or
Chobani 
Yogurt

1.28
4.7 To 8.7-Oz, Selected
Hamburger Helper 

Dinners

2/$5
7 To 8-Oz., Selected

Kraft Shredded  
Or Chunk Cheese

2/$3
12 To 16-Oz., San Giorgio Or

Mueller’s 
Pasta

2.48
15.5 To 16-Oz., Selected

Jif  
Peanut Butter

2.28
32-Oz.
Hunt’s  

Ketchup

64-Oz., Selected
Mott’s  

Fruit Juice

6.98
35.3-Oz.

Coffee-Mate  
Coffee Creamer

8.5 To 9-Oz., Selected
Hot 

Pockets

5 To 6-Oz., Selected
Food Club  

Cooking Spray

2.98
5 To 13.54-Oz., Poppers, Bites Or Selected

Pop-Tarts 
Pastries

9.21 To 14.03-Oz., Selected
Oreo  

Cookies

20-Oz., Squeeze
Food Club  
Mustard

6.98
12-Ct., Cafe Bustelo Or

Folgers  
K-Cups

4/$5
4-Pack, Selected

Hunt’s Snack Pack  
Pudding Or Juicy Gels

10 To 16.5-Oz., Selected
Hostess 
Snacks

2/$6
10-Pk., Selected

Capri Sun 
Fruit Drinks

1.28
24-Oz, Selected

Hunt’s  
Pasta Sauce

$5.00
6 To 18-Oz., Selected

Frito Lay  
Party Size Chips

4.6 To 7.2-Oz., Selected
Pasta Or  

Rice-A-Roni

USDA Inspected
Boston Butt  
Pork Roast

1.68Lb. 
10-Lb. Chub, 73% Lean

Fresh  
Ground Beef

2.98Lb. 
Family Pack $2.98-Lb.

Fresh
Chicken Thighs  
Or Drumsticks

1.48Lb. 

SUMMER
CLASSICS

Gather Around

12-Oz., Selected
Smithfield 

Sliced Bacon

3.98

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7am to 9 pm

SUNDAY 8 am to 7 pm

WE ACCEPT:

23860 Hollywood Road, Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531

Prices good from August 14 THRU August 20, 2024

 WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 14 15 16 17  18 19 20 

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Roast

5.98Lb.

USDA Inspected, Bone-In
Boston Butt 
Pork Steaks

2.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Steaks

6.98Lb.

Butcher’s Best
Boneless Beef Stew 

Or Cubed Steak

5.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Beef T-Bone  

Steaks

12.98Lb.

Frozen Or Previously Frozen
Catfish   
Fillets

4.98Lb.

Delicious!
Perch 
Fillet

4.99Lb.

73% Lean, Fresh
Fresh Ground 
Beef Patties

3.98Lb.

Lb.

16 To 20 Ct.
Texas Gulf 

Shrimp

9.99

1-Lb. Pkg., Red Ripe
Fresh   

Strawberries

2/$6
TTAABBLLEE
FFAARRMM
TABLE
FARMto

3-Lb. Bag, Genuine 
Georgia Grown

Sweet Vidalia  
Onions

3.98
Sweet, 64-Ct.

Red Delicious 
Apples

1.28
1 Pint, Fresh

Plump, Sweet 
Blueberries

2/$4.99
Tender Sweet
Bi-Color  

Corn

2/$1

Hothouse Grown
Fresh Jumbo Seedless 

Cucumbers

2/$3

FINAL PRICE

2/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$4
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$8
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

4/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF FOUR

4/$4
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

Delicious!
Pasteurized Lump 

Crab Meat

15.99Lb.

Farm To Table

FAMILY FAVORITES

4.48
24.8-Oz., Selected

Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls

4.5 To 5.3-Oz., Flips Or
Chobani 
Yogurt

1.28
4.7 To 8.7-Oz, Selected
Hamburger Helper 

Dinners

2/$5
7 To 8-Oz., Selected

Kraft Shredded  
Or Chunk Cheese

2/$3
12 To 16-Oz., San Giorgio Or

Mueller’s 
Pasta

2.48
15.5 To 16-Oz., Selected

Jif  
Peanut Butter

2.28
32-Oz.
Hunt’s  

Ketchup

64-Oz., Selected
Mott’s  

Fruit Juice

6.98
35.3-Oz.

Coffee-Mate  
Coffee Creamer

8.5 To 9-Oz., Selected
Hot 

Pockets

5 To 6-Oz., Selected
Food Club  

Cooking Spray

2.98
5 To 13.54-Oz., Poppers, Bites Or Selected

Pop-Tarts 
Pastries

9.21 To 14.03-Oz., Selected
Oreo  

Cookies

20-Oz., Squeeze
Food Club  
Mustard

6.98
12-Ct., Cafe Bustelo Or

Folgers  
K-Cups

4/$5
4-Pack, Selected

Hunt’s Snack Pack  
Pudding Or Juicy Gels

10 To 16.5-Oz., Selected
Hostess 
Snacks

2/$6
10-Pk., Selected

Capri Sun 
Fruit Drinks

1.28
24-Oz, Selected

Hunt’s  
Pasta Sauce

$5.00
6 To 18-Oz., Selected

Frito Lay  
Party Size Chips

4.6 To 7.2-Oz., Selected
Pasta Or  

Rice-A-Roni

USDA Inspected
Boston Butt  
Pork Roast

1.68Lb. 
10-Lb. Chub, 73% Lean

Fresh  
Ground Beef

2.98Lb. 
Family Pack $2.98-Lb.

Fresh
Chicken Thighs  
Or Drumsticks

1.48Lb. 

SUMMER
CLASSICS

Gather Around

12-Oz., Selected
Smithfield 

Sliced Bacon

3.98

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7am to 9 pm

SUNDAY 8 am to 7 pm

WE ACCEPT:

23860 Hollywood Road, Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531

Prices good from August 14 THRU August 20, 2024

 WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 14 15 16 17  18 19 20 

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Roast

5.98Lb.

USDA Inspected, Bone-In
Boston Butt 
Pork Steaks

2.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Steaks

6.98Lb.

Butcher’s Best
Boneless Beef Stew 

Or Cubed Steak

5.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Beef T-Bone  

Steaks

12.98Lb.

Frozen Or Previously Frozen
Catfish   
Fillets

4.98Lb.

Delicious!
Perch 
Fillet

4.99Lb.

73% Lean, Fresh
Fresh Ground 
Beef Patties

3.98Lb.

Lb.

16 To 20 Ct.
Texas Gulf 

Shrimp

9.99

1-Lb. Pkg., Red Ripe
Fresh   

Strawberries

2/$6
TTAABBLLEE
FFAARRMM
TABLE
FARMto

3-Lb. Bag, Genuine 
Georgia Grown

Sweet Vidalia  
Onions

3.98
Sweet, 64-Ct.

Red Delicious 
Apples

1.28
1 Pint, Fresh

Plump, Sweet 
Blueberries

2/$4.99
Tender Sweet
Bi-Color  

Corn

2/$1

Hothouse Grown
Fresh Jumbo Seedless 

Cucumbers

2/$3

FINAL PRICE

2/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$4
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$8
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

4/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF FOUR

4/$4
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

Delicious!
Pasteurized Lump 

Crab Meat

15.99Lb.
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In RemembranceIn Remembrance To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 
Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

Richard Cullison, 74

Richard Wilbur 
Cullison, 74, of 
Ridge, MD and 
North Port, FL 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
peacefully August 
8,  2024.  Born 
August 1, 1950 in 
Leonardtown, MD, 

he is the son of Leon “Dictator” Cullison 
Jr. and the late Mildred Saunders Cullison. 
He is survived by his son, Frank Cullison 
of Scranton, PA, and his two stepdaugh-
ters, Erica Al-Khatib (Danny) and Erin 
Knight (Kyle) of North Port, FL; his sib-
lings Kay Carter of St. Inigoes, MD, Joseph 
of Incline Village, NV; and David (Cathy) 
of California, MD; Shirley Gatton Jones of 
Mechanicsville, MD, whom he loved like a 
sister; six grandchildren; Frank Jr., Wyatt, 
Ameera, Grayson, Reese and River. 

Richard graduated from Great Mills High 
School in 1969 and enlisted in the Army in 
1970. In 1971, he was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor. The resulting surgery left him para-
lyzed on the left side of his body and unable 
open his right eye. That did not slow him 
down — he had many memorable adven-
tures in his lifetime. Family and friends were 
his greatest joy and he absolutely adored his 
grandchildren. He was the most dedicated 

and loyal friend one could have. He kept in 
touch with family and friends all over the 
country and loved to hang with lifelong 
friends at Buzzy’s Country Store in Ridge 
whenever he was in MD. He had a great 
sense of humor and loved to tease. He was a 
lifelong car enthusiast and enjoyed watching 
drag racing. He was definitely one of a kind 
and if you ask anyone about him, they always 
have a story. He will be sorely missed. 

The family will receive friends at the First 
Saints Community Church (First Friendship 
UMC) in Ridge on Sunday, Aug 18 from 
1:00 to 3:00pm with the memorial service 
at 3:00. Interment will be private. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions may be made to 
Hospice of St. Mary’s.

Condolences to the family may be made 
at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

Vernon Dennis, 78

Vernon Raymond 
Dennis, known affec-
tionately as Vern, Dad, 
and Granddaddy, 
passed away on 
August 9, 2024 
in Tappahannock, 
Virginia. Vernon was 
born on February 

25, 1946 in Washington, D.C. to the late 
Milton Robert and Amelia Louise Dennis 
(née Marschat). Vernon, along with his best 
friend and late brother Robert (Lynn), sister 
Mary (Ken), and brother Curtis, was raised in 
Dillon Park, Maryland. In his youth, Vernon 
became an Eagle Scout, a lifeguard, and a 
volunteer firefighter — a pattern of service 
and care for others that would last a lifetime.

After graduating from Suitland High 
School Class of 1965, Vernon served admi-
rably in the United States Navy for more 
than two decades. In the late-1960s, he 
deployed to the waters off Vietnam and 
sailed the Western Pacific. He spent many 
years recruiting Sailors in the Washington, 
D.C. area, earning distinction as Recruiter 
of the Year in 1974. Vernon retired from 
the U.S. Navy in 1986, having earned the 
rank of Senior Chief Boatswain’s Mate. In 
the next chapter of his life, Vernon started 
Dennis Home Improvements. His work lives 
on in the many homes he built, repaired, and 
improved throughout Southern Maryland.

Vernon called Hollywood, Maryland 
home, having spent nearly five decades 
there. In the early 1980s, he forged a life on 
Hill Road — quite literally. Vernon worked 
tirelessly with his many brothers-in-law to 
build homes for his then-budding family and 
his parents. Today, these homes remain in 
Vernon’s family and stand as a testament 
to his legacy.

Vernon’s love of family was immea-
surable. He was married to Dorothy Mary 
Dennis (née Finch) for many years, and the 
two remained close until his passing. Vern 
was a devoted father to Michael Robert (who 
preceded him in death in 1988), Christopher 
John (Deborah), Jason Scott (Donna), 
Vernon Raymond II (Shea), Helen Amelia 
(George “Bo”), Adam Matthew (Kimberly), 
and Andrew Joseph (Payten). He was also 
an incredible grandfather to Nichole, Ashli, 
Dominic, Jessie, Malia, Broderick, Danielle, 
Kaley, Rebecca, Madison, Katelyn, Shelby, 
Adam, Trace, Kaedan, Henry, Bailee, and 
Jace. Further, Vernon took pride in being a 
great-grandfather and uncle.

Vernon’s love was evident in the count-

less sporting events, birthdays, and holidays 
— occasions where his simple presence 
created lifelong memories for so many. 
Whether at the family beach house on the 
Chesapeake or endless summer days at Lake 
Anna, Vernon found solace on the water and 
nothing brought more joy than the passage 
of time with those closest.

In addition to his family, Vernon believed 
deeply in a sense of community. He par-
ticipated in clubs and organizations includ-
ing the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Patuxent 
Moose Lodge 2393, Companions and 
Buddies for Singles and Seniors, and Real 
Life Church in Mechanicsville, Maryland, 
and could often be seen at fairs, carnivals, 
and gatherings throughout the area.

Bill Soule; Commander Kenny Caswell, 
U.S. Navy; Ahmad Khogyani; Joseph King; 
Jeff Marquess; Pat Cosgrove; and nephew, 
Devon Strunk, embody the very best of 
Vernon and will serve as his pallbearers; 
Vernon’s grandchildren will serve as hon-
orary pallbearers.

Vernon’s unexpected and tragic passing in 
a vehicle accident has left a void in all who 
knew him. Vernon will be remembered for 
his commitment to service before self  — for 
his nation, his community, his friends, and, 
certainly, for his family. He lived his life 
with tremendous compassion and generos-
ity; his wise advice, sound logic, impressive 
memory, quick wit, and never-ending humor 
will be dearly missed and forever cherished.

Family and friends will unite for a view-
ing on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM with funeral services 
beginning at 12:00 PM at Brinsfield Funeral 
Home in Leonardtown, Maryland. A subse-
quent burial will be held at Queen of Peace 
Cemetery in Mechanicsville, Maryland with 
honors rendered by the United States Navy. 
A Repast luncheon will follow services at 
the Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department 
Hall in Hollywood, Maryland.

Condolences to the family may be made 
at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

A Tribute to the Loved One 
Whose Memory Lives 
On Forever in Your Heart

Honor the memory of your cherished 
one by sharing the story of their life 

with friends, neighbors and associates 
here in the community.

For details and to place  
your notice of remembrance,

call 301-373-4125 for assistance.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE County TimesCounty Times
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

How to be a ‘seasonal’ 
investor

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC
Contributed by David McDonough
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones
Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301 997 1707

As we transition from summer to autumn, change is all around us — leaves 
are taking on new colors, temperatures are dropping, and the days are getting 
shorter. But you can also experience different seasons in various aspects of 
your life — including when you invest. What are the seasons of an investor’s 
life? And how should you respond to them?

The first such season may happen when you are in your 20s and just starting 
out in the working world. At this stage in your life, it’s especially important 
to prioritize your financial goals. At the top of your mind may be a short-term 
goal, such as saving for a down payment on a house. To help achieve this goal, 
you’d generally want to save in “cash” accounts and invest in fixed-income 
vehicles that offer preservation of principal. At the same time, you don’t want 
to disregard a longer-term goal — in particular, saving for retirement. While 
you may not be able to afford to put much away, every amount helps. And 
you’ll want to invest for growth.

Now, as the seasons of your life progress, let’s consider your early middle 
years. At this point, you’ve moved past the down payment on your home and 
you’re well into paying a mortgage regularly. And you might even have retired 
your student loans. But now, you may have another major goal — helping 
build resources for your children’s college education or other post-secondary 
training. For this objective, you could consider several options, one of which 
is a 529 education savings plan, which can provide federally tax-free earnings 
and withdrawals if the money is used for qualified educational expenses. But 
you’re also moving closer to retirement, so, if you can afford it, you may want 
to increase your contributions to your IRA and your 401(k) or other employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan.

As the seasons continue to move on, and you find yourself in your later mid-
dle years, your financial situation may have changed significantly. Now, your 
children may be out of school, your earnings may have grown to their highest 
level, and you might even have paid off your mortgage. Given these factors, 
you may now be able to devote more of your resources toward your retirement 
by ramping up your IRA and 401(k) contributions even further, and possibly 
also considering other investment vehicles. And you may want to inject more 
balance into your portfolio, possibly lowering its overall risk level somewhat, 
especially in the years immediately preceding your retirement.

Once you move into your retirement season, you may need to continue, and 
possibly accelerate, the movement toward a more balanced portfolio — one that 
provides you with more income-producing opportunities. Some investments 
provide current income, while others provide it in the future, but all of them 
can contribute to your ability to enjoy your retirement lifestyle. However, you 
still need some growth-oriented investments to help keep you ahead of infla-
tion. Plus, it’s a good idea to keep at least a year’s worth of living expenses in 
cash and another few years’ worth in short-term, fixed-income investments. By 
doing so, you can help avoid having to sell assets in a down market.

The seasons of your life may come and go more quickly than you realize — but 
you can be prepared for them by making the appropriate investment moves.

I am sitting outside on his blissful, 
low-humidity, lower temperature 
morning watching the butterflies 
gliding all over the yard, floating on 
the light breeze. It is so lovely, and it 
smells so good out here. These types 
of mornings are when I like to hand-
write my column before heading back 
inside to the office. Mindy, the crazy 
hound dog, loves it outside too of 
course. Once in awhile she barks at 
something that human ears can’t hear, 
and then will lay back down with a 
thud and a sigh. 

I keep closing my eyes, or rather, 
my eyes keep closing of their own 
accord, listening to the rise and fall of 
the cicadas like nature’s own orches-
tral crescendo. The sounds of other 
unknown insects, birds warbling bird song callbacks to one another, and the 
crow of the neighbor’s rooster mingle with the cicadas. Naturally it is hard to 
write with my eyes closed so the words scrawl lopsided across the page. And 
with this happy, relaxed state it will be even harder still to transfer the hand-
written word to a WORD document on the desktop inside.

Well, therein lies another problem. At present our neighborhood has no inter-
net, phone, or TV service. A recent text confirmed that there is an outage until 
3 pm, though most times it is restored earlier than that. We went through this 
yesterday as well, but the outage went from mid-morning until late afternoon. 
On occasion, service will pop up for a few moments and then go out again. 
Luckily you can still text and make phone calls via cell phones. Our large 
neighborhood seems to be plagued with this issue, especially since a new cable 
company is running their new fiber optic lines throughout the neighborhood 
for the last month or so. I’m sure things will be better than ever when it is all 
finished though. I guess the work from home people are gaining unexpected 
days off. As for us with our pool business, and for other small business owners, 
we are worried about our customers getting through to us. Or for me personally 
getting columns in. Anyway, it is a beautiful day, and if the column can’t go 
in this week, then it will be in the paper another week. Now my head is filled 
with Doris Day singing, (Que Sera, Sera) Whatever will be will be. I love that 
song. As if on cue, our house phone just rang next to me. I better hurry inside 
to the computer.

Things weren’t so quiet and peaceful here yesterday afternoon when my 
husband got out the new toy borrowed from a family member. He has borrowed 
a “flame weeder” or “weed torch” which I see as a flamethrower from the old 
WW11 movies. His purpose is to kill the weeds in our pebbled driveway.  I was 
a bit concerned because I see all those “weeds” in the driveway as beautiful, 
especially the ones with little yellow or blue flowers, or all the clovers. I am 
always looking for 4-leaf clovers and my husband just wiped out a third of our 
clover population in an hour (we have a large driveway). What if one of those 
clovers had that really lucky 4-leaf clover I have been waiting for my entire 
life. I told him that might have been the one that held the luck to him winning 
on Power Ball or Mega Millions one week. The look I received told me that to 
him any weed should be a dead weed, in this case a fried weed.

I never know what toy he will bring home from any hardware store. Two 
weeks ago, it was a long handled limb cutter. I didn’t even know he was bal-
ancing himself on the large stepladder out front cutting my beloved tree limbs 
in the firepit area for a good while (After I took a photo of him precariously 
standing on the ladder, I of course, went over to hold the ladder for him, but 
pictures first always). He is always worried that a tree limb will come crashing 
down on our heads. I again subscribe to the whatever will be will be philosophy 
and am always upset when he cuts so many limbs off. They are my privacy 
and shield the sun from my eyes as I sit in my chair. He also mentioned that 
the leaves and limbs smack him in the face when he mows. You know what 
I say or sing to that complaint…Que Sera, Sera, whatever will be will be…

To each new day’s adventure, Shelby
Please send your comments or ideas to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com 

or find me on Facebook.

‘Que Sera, Sera’

Wanderings
Aimless Mindof an

by Shelby Oppermann



Thursday, August 15, 2024St. Mary’s County Times16

HANDMADE TEXTILES
FOR YOUR HOME!

NEW RUGS & TABLE RUNNERS
DISH TOWELS & MORE 

WED & THU 10 – 4
FRI & SAT 10 – 5

� e Old Jail Museum

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
41625 Courthouse Dr., Leonardtown, MD
stmarysmd.com/recreate/oldjail

Get to Know

Leonardtown

EXploRe
Leonardtown
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Pet of theof the
WeekWeek
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“Made with love –
For the love of Dogs.”

29015 Three Notch Rd, Mechanicsville (New Market Plaza)
240-249-3061• www.yourdogsbakery.com

UPCOMING 
AUCTIONS

HUGE TRIPLE 
ESTATE AUCTION

August 24 • 8am

AMAZON OVERSTOCK & 
RETURNS AUCTION

August 31 • 8am

SEMI-ANNUAL 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS NOW
October 11–12 • 8am

CHRISTMAS AUCTION
November 2 • 8am

HAYESAUCTIONSERVICES.NET
38250 NEW MARKET TURNER RD

(301) 861-7738
LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

Ride the Bus to Ocean 
City with Rec & Parks
Enjoy art, music, food, and more at Sunfest

St. Mary’s County Government’s 
Department of Recreation & Parks (R&P) 
is excited to announce the annual bus trip 
to Ocean City, Maryland for Sunfest! We’ll 
provide the transportation, you plan your day 
at the beach for Saturday, October 26, 2024.

Back for its 49th year, Ocean City’s 
Sunfest is one of the largest outdoor fes-
tivals in the region, attracting tens of thou-
sands of attendees each year for arts, crafts, 
music, and food. Sunfest artists will delight 
your senses with their creations. The many 
food vendors will awaken your taste buds 
with delicious foods – from famous Eastern 
Shore delicacies to pit beef, gyros, Asian 
cuisine, and much more. Not to mention, 
attendees can enjoy free live entertainment 
all day long. Sunfest has something for 
everyone! It’s your day, so you may also 
choose to explore Ocean City, you decide.

Registration is now open and available 
online with trip details provided. Tickets 
are available online at stmaryscountymd.

gov/recreate; click “Online Registration” 
and then “Trips”. Don’t delay – we must 
meet a minimum enrollment to offer this 
trip. In-person registration is also available 
at the R&P main office in Leonardtown.

Ticketholders will meet to check-in 
at 6:30 a.m. on October 26 at the R&P 
main office, located at 23150 Leonard 
Hall Drive in Leonardtown. The bus will 
leave Leonardtown at 7 a.m. sharp and 
arrive in Ocean City at approximately 11 
a.m. Evening departure is scheduled for 8 
p.m. that day, returning to Leonardtown at 
approximately 11:45 p.m.

For questions or assistance with online 
registration, please contact us at (301) 475-
4200 ext. 1800 or via email to webtrac@
stmaryscountymd.gov.

Never miss an update! Follow R&P 
on social media at: www.instagram.com/
stmarysrecandparks and www.facebook.
com/stmarysmdrecreation.

Thanks for sharing the road
I would like to comment on the well written 
article on safety around our horse and buggy 
transportation.

We appreciate cautious drivers and I want 
to thank the local first responders who turn 
off their siren when near a horse. Most 
horses are safe with extra noise, but the few 
that aren’t can cause serious problems for 
the handler.

Horses do have minds of their own and 
as any rider can tell you, if a horse decides 
to “take the bit” the rider or driver has very 
little control.

So, we appreciate your caution, and your 
patience to wait behind us until it is safe to 
pass. We often will pull off where it is safe 
for us and let people go by, then proceed.

We are also human; we do make mis-
takes and human error is often the cause of 
accidents.

Sometimes an accident is our fault. 
Sometimes it is the motor vehicle driver’s 

fault, and, occasionally it’s due to an unruly 
horse.

We have many blessings to be thankful 
for. Since our community here in Loveville 
started in the 1940s, we have had only one 
buggy/car fatality and that was around three 
years ago.

And for some trivia on “horse and buggy 
folks,” the ones you see in the Charlotte 
Hall, Mechanicsville, Budds Creek areas 
are generally of the old order Amish faith.

In the Loveville/Leonardtown area, you 
will usually see old order Mennonite folks.

The main visual difference is that the 
Amish men wear beards and Mennonites 
don’t. Mostly, the religious views and tenets 
are basically the same.

Thanks again, to whoever wrote that article 
and opened the conversation on road safety.

Mike Stauffer
Loveville, MD
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Registration is Aug. 20 & 27
6–8 pm in person

TAP ‧ HIP HOP ‧ BALLET ‧ JAZZ
DRUMMING · ACROBATICS

Ages 2 – Adult
Preschool & Combo Classes for ages 3–7 

NEW: ALL BOYS Tap & Hip Hop for ages 6–9

GraciesGandG@aol.com

44150 Airport View Drive
Hollywood, MD 20636

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
at On Stage America National Competition

and TOP SCORING STUDIO

Legal Notices

Thirty days following publication of this notice, applicant will seek title to the 
vessel described below unless proof of an existing ownership interest has been 
presented. Vessel is described as: 

1987 FISHER
Length: 12’ 0”
Color: Light Brown
Registration Number: MD 5213 AU
Hull Identifi cation Number: FMC86149E787

Contact Dustin Horst:
(240) 925-4511
41370 Friendship Ct
Mechanicsville, MD 20659

Thirty days following publication of this notice, applicant will seek title to the 
vessel described below unless proof of an existing ownership interest has been 
presented. Vessel is described as: 

1980 Basshunter
Length: 11’ 6”
Color: Blue
Registration Number: MD7311AE
Hull Identifi cation Number: MD7311AE

Contact Nathan Faus:
(570) 930-2013
24945 Nelka Lane
Leonardtown, MD 20650

COMMISSIONERS OF LEONARDTOWN
Main Street Manager Opportunity Available

The Town of Leonardtown is accepting resumes for a full-time Main Street Manager. 

The Main Street Manager is responsible for the administration, coordination, 
and direction of the Leonardtown Main Street Program. This position requires an 
energetic and enthusiastic professional who values historic preservation, and has 
good communication skills. The candidate must be a personable leader who can 
strategize and mobilize stakeholders, manage downtown revitalization efforts, 
and promote the district. Bachelor’s degree in planning, public administration, 
economic development, business administration or a related fi eld or equivalent 
combination of experience and training is required. Compensation will be based 
on experience and qualifi cations. A minimum starting salary of $60,000 annually.

Send resume and three professional references to:

Laschelle McKay, Commissioners of Leonardtown,
POB 1, Leonardtown, MD 20650 

Or email to Leonardtown.commissioners@leonardtownmd.gov.

Application deadline is August 30, 2024.

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.

TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE COUNTY TIMES, 
CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125
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Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

purchase your tickets at purchase your tickets at 
smithislandcruises.comsmithislandcruises.com
or Call 410-425-2771or Call 410-425-2771

Cruise and Crab feast package availableCruise and Crab feast package available

Departing FromDeparting From
Point Lookout MarinaPoint Lookout Marina
Ridge, MD • Thursday–Sunday • 10amRidge, MD • Thursday–Sunday • 10am
Cruises run Through September 15Cruises run Through September 15

State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
today that Tyler Ray Marini Sater, 22, of 
Stoney Beach, Maryland, was sentenced to 
59 years in prison with 44 years of active 
incarceration for multiple criminal convic-
tions stemming from his week-long, one-
man crime spree in December 2022.

On December 13, 2022, Sater committed 
a robbery by knifepoint at the Cloud Smoke 
Shop in California, Maryland. On December 
19, 2022, just six days later, he committed an 
additional series of crimes at the Wildewood 
Shopping Center. As a result, he was convicted 
of robbery, attempted armed carjacking, unlaw-
ful taking of a motor vehicle, attempted harm 
of a law enforcement animal, and rogue and 
vagabond. While pending trial, Sater fled to 
Charles County. He was subsequently charged 
and convicted of second-degree escape.

“While the Defendant was on supervised 
probation in several other counties for dis-
turbingly similar crimes, he fled to our 
County and initiated a one-man crime spree. 
His deliberate actions victimized multiple 
community members, each suffering from the 
impact of his criminal conduct,” said State’s 
Attorney Sterling. “This sentence serves as 

a critical step toward safeguarding the pub-
lic and ensuring that this Defendant can no 
longer target the citizens in our community.”

Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Alena 
Mosier prosecuted the case on behalf of the 
citizens of St. Mary’s County.

Detective Warren Forinash, Detective 
Daniel Sidorowicz, and Detective Taylore 
Nauman of the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 
Office were the lead investigators.

The Honorable Michael J. Stamm pre-
sided over the case.

Man Sentenced to 
Prison on Drug Charges
Stashed Over Two Kilos of Cocaine in Woods
State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
today that Laray Anthony Maddox, 42, of 
California, Maryland, was sentenced to 30 
years in prison with 11 years and 6 months 
of active incarceration for drug-related 
charges in reference to the recovery of over 
two kilograms of cocaine.

Maddox was found guilty of Possession 
with Intent to Distribute Narcotics in rela-
tion to a 2022 incident, as well as Controlled 
Dangerous Substance Possession Large 
Amount and Controlled Dangerous Substance 
Proceeds in relation to a 2023 incident. The 
Court ordered the sentences for both inci-
dents to run consecutively to each other.

Officers from the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to a wooded area 
in California, Maryland, on November 2, 
2022, for a report of an abandoned suspicious 
bag. The bag contained a box with approxi-
mately 158 grams of cocaine that was found to 
belong to Maddox. On July 14, 2023, officers 
observed Maddox enter the same wooded area, 
and a search after Maddox’s departure revealed 
two kilograms of cocaine. A search warrant 
was subsequently executed on Maddox’s res-
idence, and a large amount of cash and other 
evidence of distribution were seized.

“Removing drug dealers from the streets of 
St. Mary’s County is paramount to our com-
munity’s safety and well-being,” said State’s 
Attorney Sterling. “The inherit danger of 
this poisonous substance was further exac-
erbated by the defendant when he left such a 

large amount of cocaine easily accessible and 
thereby significantly increased the potential 
for harm to unsuspecting individuals, includ-
ing our children and families. Thank you to the 
members of the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 
Office Criminal Investigations Division, Vice/
Narcotics Unit, for their thorough investiga-
tion of this case and their unwavering com-
mitment to public safety.”

Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Lisa 
Ridge, Chief of Narcotics, prosecuted the case 
on behalf of the citizens of St. Mary’s County.

Lieutenant Brian Fennessey of the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office was the lead 
investigator.

The Honorable Michael J. Stamm pre-
sided over the case.

Laray Anthony Maddox

Tyler Ray Marini Sater

Week-Long Crime 
Spree Leads to 44-Year 
Prison Sentence

LOCAL NEWS
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PATUXENT RIVER

JOB FAIR
@ Naval Air Museum (near Gate 1)

22156 Three Notch Road, Lexington Park, MD 20653

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2024
IN-PERSON 3-7 PM

Bring copies of your resume to share

VIRTUAL 4-7 PM
Companies include:

• AMEWAS INC.
• BillGoldenJobs.com/

Intelligence Careers
• Cruz Associates Inc.
• Dayton T. Brown, Inc.
• Fairfax County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce
• FGS, LLC
• Fleet & Family Support 

Center - TAP/WFL Programs
• Island Creek Associates
• JobZone IN-PERSON & 

VIRTUAL

• KBR
• NuPaths LLC, Cofounded by 

Harrisburg University
• Precise Systems
• PSI PAX
• Sabre Systems
• St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce
• Tekla Research Inc.
• The MIL Corporation
• Total Cyber Solutions, LLC
• VTG Defense

JOINT BASE ANDREWS AFB

JOB FAIR
@ 459 ARW Auditorium

3755 Patrick Avenue

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2024
IN-PERSON 10 AM-2 PM
Bring copies of your resume to share

VIRTUAL 11 AM-2 PM
Companies include:

• BillGoldenJobs.com/Intelligence 
Careers

• Brightview Landscape Services
• JobZone
• Maryland Department of Labor

• NuPaths LLC, Cofounded by 
Harrisburg University

• Total Cyber Solutions, LLC
• Virginia Career Solutions

Professional dress or military uniform required.

Bring copies of your resume to share.

Take advantage of FREE RESUME REVIEWS at in-person events! 

Get the most up-to-date information, register, and
upload your resume at www.JobZoneOnline.com

For more information, email janet.giles@jobzoneonline.com

LOCAL NEWS

Superintendent: Elms 
Educational Center to 
Be Razed

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

After months of being closed due to its 
dilapidated condition and the potential 
health risk it poses to students and staff, 
the Elms Environmental Education Center 
in Dameron will eventually be torn down, 
Superintendent J. Scott Smith said this week.

The St. Mary’s County Board of Education 
was briefed on the plan to continue envi-
ronmental education for students, however, 
since the building must remain closed after 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) declared it must be so back in March 
after several assessments of the building 
found possible lead and asbestos that needed 
to mitigated and the building improved 
before it could be used again.

The county leases the land, more than 400 
acres, from DNR and has allowed the school 
system to operate there for decades; a tempo-
rary storage and office unit has been placed 
on the site, with toilet facilities, to ensure 
environmental education can continue for 
the upcoming school year, system staff said 
at the Aug. 14 meeting in Leonardtown.

The closure of the aging building has 
forced a reshuffling of how the environmen-

tal curriculum is taught; it will be taught in 
“grade bands” from kindergarten through 2nd 
grade, 3rd through 5th grade, middle school 
grades and then high school grades.

Grades two, five and seven will be able 
to have off-site environmental field trips.

The 2nd grade lesson will take place at the 
Elms site in the third and fourth quarters, 
while the 5th grade group will go to Historic 
Sotterley Plantation for canoe rides to observe 
the local ecosystem in the first quarter.

School Board member Cathy Allen said 
the Elms center was far behind other envi-
ronmental centers around the state.

“Our does not, in this instance, measure 
up,” Allen said. “It wouldn’t surprise me if 
it was pre-1920s [construction] at the least.”

“The house [used for environmental edu-
cation] really can’t be repaired,” Smith said. 
“It’s going to need be demolished.”

Once demolished, Smith said, a new, 
focused reinvestment would have to be 
made into the property to make it a func-
tional environmental education center.

“These are the conversations we need to 
be having with the county commissioners 
over the next few months,” Smith said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

The Elms Environmental Education Center

27056 Mt. Zion Church Rd | Mechanicsville MD 
AppleBasketStore.com  |  301-884-8118

    VVisit Southern Maryland’s      
isit Southern Maryland’s      

        Most Delightful Place   Most Delightful Place   to to Shop!Shop!  

Open 7 Days a Week Until 6pm

New Fall Merchandise Now Arriving!!
Follow Us On Facebook For Updates! 

   

sAntiques s Estate Jewelry 
sVintage s Vera Bradley 
sFurniture s Lilly Pulitzer 
s Hobo Leather Goods

sSoy Candles sHome Decor 
sAnnie Sloan Chalk Paint
s Designer Jewelry

s Local Wines & more!
 We will BUY your 

unwanted Gold & Silver
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Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, 

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9-6,   
Sat & Sun. 9-5

Sale Ends 8/27/24

WentworthNursery.com       ShopWentworthNursery.com

Scheduling hardScape & landScape inStallationS!
Call Today For an Estimate 1-800-451-1427

or request a consultation on-line: WentworthNursery.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN BUILD

Outdoor Pottery

All Citrus

All Colors and Sizes
40%OFF

Many varieties to  
choose from.
30%OFF

All Perennials

Hanging Baskets

All Roses

All Tropicals

Mix & Match 
SAVE 33%OFF
Buy 2 Get 1 FREE

All Sizes & Colors

SAVE
20 to 60%OFF

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Tubs & Color Bowls

Shade Pergola, Hammocks, 
Trellis & Big Green Egg

Sizzlin’ Summer SALESizzlin’ Summer SALE
Extended unti l  August 27th

Plant Selection Size Installation 
Each

5 or More 
Each

Green Giant 4-5 ft 7 gal $150 ea. $135 ea.

6-7 ft $325 ea. $295 ea.

8-10 ft $499 ea. $440 ea.

Leyland Cypress 3-4 ft 3 gal $75 ea. $65 ea.

4-5 ft 7 gal $175 ea. $160 ea.

8-10 ft 15 gal $350 ea. $315 ea.

25%OFF
Buy 3 Get 1 FREE

50%OFF
Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

All Fountains &  
Outdoor Statuary

50%OFF any size
50%OFF

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

50%OFF 
Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

30 to 50%OFF

Azaleas & 
Rhododendrons

Fountain Festival

Japanese Maple

All Furniture

Benches, Rockers & Tables

Accessories

Hibiscus, 
Allamanda,  
Mandevilla 
& More

50%OFF

40%OFF

Fall Vegetables are ready to Plant 
Cabbage, Kale, Broccoli, Collards & More

Screening Installation SALE - Block Out Your Neighbor

NOW IS THE TIME TO START  
FALL LAWN SEEDING & OVERSEEDING.

Improvements, 
Tighter Rules Coming 
to Mobile Home Park
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The owners of Lord Calvert Mobile Home 
Park in Lexington Park, Cherry Cove, Inc., 
reassured residents there this week that it 
had abandoned plans to redevelop the park 
into a new residential community, which 
would have resulted in many residents los-
ing their homes.

Since 2016 the developers had planned 
to completely clear and redevelop the park, 
explained Jacquelyn Meiser, vice president 
and chief legal counsel for Cherry Cove to 
a gathering of residents at Great Mills High 
School Aug. 12.

But a recent estimate of the costs to con-
struct the mixed-use residential property 
was “more than double” of a 2020 estimate, 
she said.

“The costs are simply too high,” Meiser 
said.

This has led Cherry Cove to refocus on 
making infrastructure improvements to the 
park but also to “address many issues over-
looked over the past few years.”

Those issues are many, she said, to include 
unpermitted additions to mobile homes, excess 
of vehicles, trash and personal items in yards.

Many of these violations against leases 
were ignored, she said, because of the 
planned closure of the park but now the 
management company would be pursuing 

compliance with the rules.
“The park rules had fallen by the way-

side,” said Meiser, noting that residents 
would be given 30 days to rectify violations 
or they could be subject to eviction.

There are many additions to the mobile 
homes themselves, beyond decks or sheds, 
that were unpermitted and would have to 
be removed moving forward, she said, over 
concerns with safety.

Cherry Cove would consider allowing decks 
and sheds as long as residents pursued and 
received permits with the county’s Department 
of Land Use and Growth Management but 
living space additions to the mobile homes 
could not be permitted, said Meiser.

Over the next two years the property man-
agement company would install new water 
and sewer lines as well as improving streets, 
Meiser said, which would allow more lots 
to be available for those seeking affordable 
housing. “The park will look and operate far 
better than it does today,” Meiser said.

Rents would continue to increase, she said, 
also over the next two years every six months.

By 2025 rents would increase to $808 a 
month and then to $858 a month by mid-
year, Meiser said. In 2026 rents would be 
increased to $908 a month.

“There will be district court filings for 
non-payment of rent,” she said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Hoyer Recovering 
from Stroke
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. Steny Hoyer, 85, one of the lon-
gest serving members of the U.S. Congress 
representing Maryland’s 5th Distric reported 
suffering a stroke over the weekend

“On Sunday night, August 11, Rep. Steny 
Hoyer experienced a mild ischemic stroke 
and sought medical treatment,” a state-
ment from his office reads. “Mr. Hoyer has 
responded well to treatment and has no lin-
gering symptoms. 

“He expects to resume his normal schedule 
next week. Mr. Hoyer’s wife and family extend 
their deepest thanks to his medical team.”

According to the Mayo Clinic, an ischemic 
stroke occurs when the blood supply to part of 
the brain is blocked or reduced. This prevents 
brain tissue from getting oxygen and nutrients.

Local elected leaders expressed concern 
over Hoyer’s medical issue and wished him 
a speedy recovery.

“I’m saddened by this news and hoping 
Congressman Hoyer has a fast recovery— 
Southern Maryland desperately needs him,” 
said Del. Brian Crosby (D-District 29B) in 
a social media post.

Hoyer is the most senior member of the 
House Democratic Caucus, serving the 

House of Representatives for more than 42 
years. In that time, he has held various lead-
ership positions, including Majority Leader 
as the second highest ranking member of 
Democratic House leadership. He served 
as House Majority Leader between 2007 
and 2011 and again between 2019 and 2023. 
Hoyer served as House Democratic Whip 
first from 2003 to 2007 and later from 2013 
to 2019, according to his official biography.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Rep. Steny Hoyer
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©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities was involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this program. *Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new 
students only. Not valid with any other offer. HLC1850.1

1.800.CAN.LEARNPersonalized Attention. Proven Results. 

BEST REPORT CARD EVER

TAKE THAT REPORT CARD 
FROM “OKAY” TO “OUTSTANDING”

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry  - Trigonometry  
Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 
Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP

Make your next report card the 
best one yet! Huntington has helped 
students K-12 improve their grades, 
academic skills, and confidence since 
1977. We offer:

• Thorough academic evaluations

• Proven programs tailored to each
student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from
highly qualified teachers

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities was involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this program. *Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new
students only. Not valid with any other offer. HLC1850.1

1.800.CAN.LEARNPersonalized Attention. Proven Results. 

BEST REPORT CARD EVER

TAKE THAT REPORT CARD 
FROM “OKAY” TO “OUTSTANDING”

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry  - Trigonometry
Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science
Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP

Make your next report card the
best one yet! Huntington has helped
students K-12 improve their grades,
academic skills, and confidence since
1977. We offer:

• Thorough academic evaluations

• Proven programs tailored to each
student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from
highly qualified teachers

SAVE
$50*

SAVE
$50*

SAVE $50 

SAVE $50 

WHEN YOU CALL
BEFORE 12/31/23*

WHEN YOU CALL
BEFORE 12/17/19*

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - Advanced
Placement (AP) - State Tests - HSPT -
ASVAB

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - Advanced
Placement (AP) - State Tests - HSPT -
ASVAB

Wildewood Shopping center
23415 Three Notch Road

Suite 2021
California, MD 20619

(240) 256-3388

Wildewood Shopping center
23415 Three Notch Road

Suite 2021
California, MD 20619

(240) 256-3388

12/31/24*
(240) 256-3821

The Board appointed Ms. Renee McBride 
as Assistant Principal at Greenview Knolls 
ES, effective July 29, 2024. She holds a 
Master’s Degree from the Univ of Phoenix 
and a Bachelor’s from Virginia State Univ. 
She previously served as an Administrative 
Intern at Evergreen ES.

The Board appointed Ms. Virginia 
Gretton as Assistant Principal at 
Leonardtown HS, effective July 29. Ms. 
Gretton holds a Master’s Degree from 
Towson University and a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Salisbury University. She 
previously served as an English Teacher/

Acting Assistant Principal, at LHS.
Ms. Allison Mashburn has been appointed 

as Assistant Principal at Lexington Park 
Elementary School, effective July 29. She 
holds a Master’s & Bachelor’s Degree 
from West Virginia and has served as an 
Inclusion Instructional Resource Teacher 
in the Dept of Special Education.

The Board appointed Ms. Candice 
Berthiaume as Principal at Greenview 
Knolls Elementary School, effective July 1, 
2024. She holds a Master’s and Bachelor’s 
Degree from Towson University and previ-
ously served as Acting Principal at GKES.

Board of Ed Announces 
New Administrators 

Candice Berthiaume

Allison Mashburn

Virginia Gretton

Renee McBride

Shoe Fund Helps 
Students in Need

The St. Mary’s County Public Schools’ shoe 
fund provides shoes to school age children in 
the public schools who are in need of shoes, 
and who have limited financial resources 
once per school year. Requests for shoes are 
highest at the beginning of the school year, 
but continue to be requested and provided 
throughout the school year. The shoe fund 
is totally supported by donations from the 
community. Requests for shoes are particu-
larly high in tough economic times.

Contributions to the shoe fund are wel-
comed and appreciated by anyone who 
wishes to donate The shoe fund is a long-
standing program that exemplifies the part-
nerships between St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools, parents, and the community. Pupil 
Personnel Workers in the Department of 
Student Services facilitate the referral 
process, record-keeping, purchasing, and 
delivery of shoes to schools. The shoe fund 
is audited yearly by St. Mary’s County 
Public Schools’ Department of Fiscal 
Services. One hundred percent of the con-

tributions received for this fund are used to 
purchase shoes for students.

You can donate online at https://www.
smcps.org/offices/student-services/shoe-
fund at any time! 

Donations can also be be mailed to:
St. Mary’s County Public Schools’ 
Shoe Fund 
Department of Student Services 
23160 Moakley Street 
Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

Checks should be payable to St. Mary’s 
County Public Schools’ Shoe Fund. Your 
support is greatly appreciated.

To request shoes, please submit the 
Shoe Request Form / Solicitud de Zapatos 
available at https://www.smcps.org/offices/
student-services/shoe-fund.

If you are interested in more information 
about the shoe fund or have any questions, 
please contact the Department of Student 
Services of St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools at 301-475-5511, extension 32150.
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RE-ELECT

Cathy Allen
• Active, well-informed 

Board member
• Proven leadership and 

experience bringing our 
county’s voice to Annapolis

• Former critical care nurse
• Eff ective, tireless advocate 

for our students, schools, 
and community

Find me on Facebook: @CathyAllen2016 

By authority Cathy Allen, Candidate; Bradford J. Allen, Treasurer

“I NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE WORKING ON 
BEHALF OF OUR CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY.”

St. Mary’s County Board of Education, District 2

Students Go Back to 
School with New Cell 
Phone Restrictions
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

In a video message to students and staff pre-
viewed at this week’s board of education 
meeting, Superintendent J. Scott Smith asked 
students to use their imaginations before and 
when they come back to school Aug. 21.

He wanted them to imagine a school day 
where students in middle school and high 
school grades kept their cell phones deac-
tivated and tucked away during the school 
day — except for a brief respite during lunch 
for high school students — and where ele-
mentary school students, preferably just left 
their cell phones at home.

“It’s not necessarily going to be easy to 
turn this off and away,” Smith said while 
handling a cell phone he had just produced 
from his sport jacket during the video. “But 
we can do it.”

It represents a serious shift in school sys-
tem policy towards cell phones and other 
electronic devices as officials have declared 
that their use during the school day has 
become problematic, being a distraction at 
best and helping to foment unrest and even 
violence at worst.

“Imagine a school… where there isn’t any 
texting going on, there aren’t any inappro-
priate pictures being taken and sent all over. 
“We’re not rushing to a fight with our cell 
phones out and sending that video around.”

Smith’s talk envisioned a school day free 
from distractions where students simply 
attended their classes and socialized with 
their peers and their teachers.

“When you walk the halls, your heads 
are up, your eyes are focused and you greet 
other people,” Smith continued. “I know 
we can do it.”

At the board meeting on Aug. 14, mem-
bers were briefed on the details of the 
new cell phone policy going into effect; it 
extends to staff and administrators as well.

Teachers may have cell phones but must 
refrain from using them while working with 
students; administrators may use them only 
system-supported cell phones for official 
business only.

Both high school and middle school stu-
dents can have cell phones but they must be 
deactivated and put away; middle schoolers 
can access their cell phones at the end of 
the day, while high schoolers can use them 
during lunch.

The system will be cracking down on 
their use during classroom and time and in 
the halls.

“If your phone [as a high school student] 
is taken away in the morning don’t expect 
to get it back during the one lunch,” said 
Cheryl Long, director of Student Services. 

“It’s gone for the entire day.”
Cell phones confiscated during the day 

for their misuse will only be returned to a 
parent or guardian at the end of the day; 
continued violations of the new policy will 
result in greater disciplinary action.

During the first three days of school next 
week, high school students will have their 
cell phones returned to them as a form of 
grace period, Long said, or on their first and 
only offense.

In short, the only times students in either 
elementary, middle or high school can use 
their cell phones is before and after school 
and for lunch periods in high school only.

The system is also reiterating students 
should restrict their use of personal electron-
ics other than cell phones to include tablets, 
wireless audio devices such as wireless ear-
buds, headsets and speakers and even smart-
watches and fitness trackers.

The school system states these items 
could also be used to cause distractions 
during educational time.

School was designed, Smith said, to cre-
ate independent, competent thinkers.

“These devices don’t help us do that,” 
he said.

As students return to school, many of 
them will return to newly refurbished and 
renovated buildings.

“I can’t say enough about the division 
of Student Services and our operations 
and maintenance staff,” Smith said, noting 
during fiscal 2024 they responded to almost 
8,500 requests for work.

Margaret Brent Middle School has a fresh 
coat of paint in its gymnasium as well as a 
new floor.

Leonardtown and Esperanza middle 
schools also got new gymnasium floors, 
Smith said.

The school system has also regained 
much of the ground it lost in the past years 
regarding teaching and support staff.

“We’re closing in on almost 100 new teach-
ers who’ve been hired so far,” Smith said.

There are 31 vacancies in support roles 
such as paraeducators, building service 
workers, secretaries and safety and secu-
rity; there are roughly 20 teaching vacan-
cies spread across special education, speech 
language pathologists, mathematics, social 
studies English and the like.

“This is the best shape we’ve been in 
since the middle of the pandemic,” Smith 
said. “It’s not exactly where we want to be,” 
but the school system’s human resources 
department had worked constantly to fill 
vacancies by attracting applicants.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Welc� e Back
to Sch� l!
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County Addresses 
Medication Mix-Up
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The director of the county’s Department of 
Emergency Services (DES) has written to 
patients recently cared for by county med-
ical response personnel who should have 
received fentanyl but instead may have been 
given saline.

Jennifer Aubert-Utz said in her letter, 
with the name of the patient and the date 
of their emergency care redacted, that the 
saline solution administered should not nor-
mally cause a health problem.

However, the saline administered might 
not have been sterile, she said in her missive, 
and patients who received a letter from her 
should speak to their doctor about the issue.

“We understand that this news is con-
cerning and have taken immediate action to 
investigate and address this issue,” Aubert-
Utz wrote. “Please know that your health 
and well-being are our top priorities, and 
our team is here to support you. “We encour-
age you to contact your health care provider 
regarding any concerns and possible fol-
low-up care.”

Aubert-Utz also said in her letter that 
patients who received the wrong medica-
tions and were still billed for the ambulance 
service would have their money refunded.

Aubert-Utz’ letter comes just a few weeks 
after the Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County fired the chief of the career rescue 
service, Thomas Patrick Raley, after it had 
come to light that Raley was the prime sus-
pect in a series of break-ins to medic boxes 
and the theft of fentanyl and other drugs.

Raley has yet to be charged with any 
crime but he was charged via a criminal 
summons in 2019 by a sheriff’s investigator 
for the same incident involving a break-in at 
the medic box at the Leonardtown Volunteer 
Fire Department.

The records of Raley’s having been 
charged for theft and property destruction 
nearly six years ago have disappeared from 
on-line court records.

The County Times reported on the 2019 
theft and in charging documents from that 
year, Cpl. Dale Reppel reported that Raley 
had said that he had stolen the medications 
to satisfy a personal drug habit.

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
were the ones to hire Raley for the job of 
career medical services chief last year and 
they admitted publicly that they did so with 
the full knowledge that Raley had been 
charged with stealing opioids and other 
drugs in 2019.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Leonard’s Grant Stop 
Light Still Weeks Away

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The newly constructed traffic signal situated at 
the intersection of Leonard’s Grant Parkway 
and Hollywood-Leonardtown Road will have 
to be redesigned, Town Administrator Laschelle 
McKay told the Leonardtown Town Council 
this week, as the State Highway Administration 
(SHA) did not take into account critical details 
of its surroundings.

Those surroundings, she explained at the 
April 12 town council meeting, included two 
homes that front Hollywood-Leonardtown 
Road directly across from the traffic signal.

McKay said she was informed of the 
problem just minutes before the town coun-
cil meeting began in a phone call from engi-
neers at SHA.

“It’s going to be another four months,” 
McKay said of the time it will take before the 
signal can finally be activated. “They just today 

signed off on the redesign; they have to order 
equipment, which is six-to-eight weeks out.

“I had to try three times just to get that 
update.”

The state had begun construction on the 
traffic signal back in the first quarter of the 
year after receiving traffic safety complaints 
from town residents, specifically from the 
Leonard’s Grant and Meadows at Town Run 
communities which sit on both sides of the 
intersection.

The state had completed numerous stud-
ies, town sources said at the time, and deter-
mined that the level of traffic had reached 
sufficient levels to warrant a signal.

The parkway serves the Leonard’s Grant 
community but also the Leonardtown 
Library and Garvey Senior Center com-
plex and the Capt. Walter Francis Duke 
Elementary School.

guyleonard@countytimes.net WWW.SOMD.COM • CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE 
COMMUNITY FOR 

CHARLES, CALVERT, 
& ST. MARY’S COUNTY

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES
VEHICLES

EMPLOYMENT
CHILD CARE

GENERAL 
MERCHANDISE

George Clark, CCTM Acting Transportation Director
gclark@tccsmd.org
(301) 643-7257
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Loop-Loc Luxury Liners & Safety Covers, Filters,
REE QUOTE on Liner and Cover Installation!

FREE WATER ANALYSIS!

4501 Bonds Place, POMFRET, Md 20675
PHONE: 301-934-9524 • 301-870-3445
Off 301 - 6 miles from Waldorf
Off MD 299 - 7 miles from Indian Head Hwy • 5 miles North of LaPlata

29050 New Market Village Rd.
MECHANICSVILLE, Md 20659

PHONE: 301-884-8484
On Rt. 5 Across from ADF Bingo
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Saturday
August

17
11AM-2PM

Children’s Day 
at St. Clement’s Island Museum
FREE Day of Kid-Friendly Fun

GAMES • CRAFTS • FACE PAINTING • FAMILY ACTIVITIES
BIKE RAFFLE • SNOW CONES • BALLOONS • MUSIC & DJ & LOTS MORE!

FREE ADMISSION TO ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND MUSEUM
WATER TAXI RIDES TO ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND AVAILABLE

FOOD AVAILABLE FROM THE 7TH DISTRICT OPTIMISTS 
LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT & RESCUE SQUAD

FIRST 100
KIDS WILL RECEIVE A

FREE 
WATER BOTTLE

For more info 301-769-2222
Facebook.com/SCIMuseum

Sheriff: Record-Breaking Fentanyl Seizure 
Will Save Lives
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The recent seizure of more than a kilogram 
— approximately two-and-a-half pounds — 
of fentanyl from the streets of St. Mary’s 
by sheriff’s office investigators, along with 
other drugs, will ensure lives will not be lost 
throughout the entire region, said Sheriff 
Steve Hall.

“The size and scope is impressive,” Hall 
told The County Times. “But we couldn’t 
have had this level of success without the 
team to put this case together, the tactical 
units to serve the warrants and the cooper-
ation of our partner agencies.”

The other drugs found would likely be 
combined with the fentanyl, Hall said, 
which is a dominant trend in the drug trade.

The power of fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
said to be at least 50 times more powerful 
than heroin, means that its addition to any 
other narcotic can make it instantly lethal 
to the user.

“It’s a stark reminder that you’re literally 
playing [Russian] roulette with your life,” 
Hall said. “You could be taking something 
that can kill you.”

The addictiveness of the fentanyl is often 
enough to overcome a drug user’s better 
judgement in taking such combined illicit 
substances, Hall said.

Hall admitted that the agency would 

never know how many lives would be saved 
by the seizure.

“The measure of the truest success is 
what will not happen,” Hall said. “We won’t 
know the number of tragedies averted.”

The seizures occurred at two residences 
in St. Mary’s on Aug. 8, according to the 
sheriff’s office.

The search of a residence located in the 
22000 block of Towey Ct. in Great Mills, 
the occupants and three seized vehicles, 
officers recovered a cache of drugs, includ-

ing 1,057.81 grams of fentanyl and 294.13 
grams of cocaine. 

Also recovered were significant quanti-
ties of methamphetamine, amphetamine, 
and controlled prescription medications, 
along with $9,740 in US currency, a digital 
scale, packaging materials, a shotgun, and 
four cellular phones. 

A concurrent search at a residence 
located in the 20000 block of Ridge Road 
in Lexington Park resulted in the recovery 
of US currency, a digital scale, a cellular 

phone, and CDS paraphernalia.
The operation involved assistance from 

the SMCSO Emergency Services Team, 
Patrol Division, and allied partners from 
the Charles County Sheriff’s Office, Calvert 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

James William Blackiston III, 31, Jasmine 
Samaria Votra, 36, and Willis Matthews 
Brooks, 43, all of Great Mills were arrested 
and charged with four counts of CDS pos-
session – not cannabis and possession with 
intent to distribute. Additionally, Blackiston 
and Votra were charged with CDS posses-
sion of a large amount (fentanyl), while 
Brooks was charged with possession of 
a firearm with a drug trafficking crime 
connection.

The three suspects were transported to 
the Detention and Rehabilitation Center in 
Leonardtown to await bond hearings.

Hall said the size of the drug cache seized 
was too big to stay in St. Mary’s, it was 
enough to feed drug habits over several 
counties, perhaps into other states such as 
Virginia.

“This has prevented a wave of drugs in 
St. Mary’s County,” Hall said. “This has 
prevented a scourge from coming into this 
community.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

LOCAL NEWS
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KURTZ ARCHERY
Fishing & Hunting Supplies

36661 Bethel Church Road, Mechanicsville | Closed Sundays

STOREWIDE

PRE-SEASON SALE
SAVE 10% ON ALL BOWS,

ARROWS, AND ACCESSORIES
AUGUST 1924
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE IS 
PRICELESS.

THANK YOU.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM. 

Now, more than ever, St. Mary’s County needs 
trustworthy reporting —but good journalism isn’t free.

Please support The County Times by making a 
contribution.

Two easy ways to show your support:
· Call us at 301-373-4125 to pay by credit card
· Mail your check to:

My County Times
PO Box 250
Hollywood, MD 20636
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GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL - WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 
 

37601 Golden Beach Road  Charlotte Hall, MD 20622  
www.fitzgeraldrealty.net     info@fitzgeraldrealty.net  

BILLY FITZGERALD - “MR. LISTER” 
O: 301-884-7000/1-800-MRLISTER 

C: 301-481-3378 

22335 Exploration Drive #1020, Lexington Park 
1st Floor Office Condo -  1,825 s.f., 2 bathrooms, 

shower, kitchen, open floor plan. 

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE ———   $325,000.00$325,000.00$325,000.00   
$25K REDUCTION!$25K REDUCTION!$25K REDUCTION!   

   

22335 Exploration Drive #1000, Lexington Park 
1st Floor Office/Retail Condo - 2,784 s.f., open floor 

plan, 2 half bathrooms, utility room w/ shower. 

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE ———   $485,000.00$485,000.00$485,000.00   
   

“I KNOW WE CAN DO IT.”
SUPERINTENDENT J. SCOTT SMITH ON OBEYING NEW CELL PHONE IN 
SCHOOL REGULATIONS

WEEKLY FORECAST

99

THU, AUG 15 FRI, AUG 16 SAT, AUG 17 SUN, AUG 18

Mostly Sunny Mostly Sunny AM Showers Thunderstorms
Hi: 85° Lo: 65° Hi: 86° Lo: 69° Hi: 85° Lo: 69° Hi: 84° Lo: 69°

MON, AUG 19 TUE, AUG 20 WED, AUG 21 THU, AUG 22

PM Showers Mostly Sunny Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy
Hi: 84° Lo: 66° Hi: 80° Lo: 64° Hi: 80° Lo: 64° Hi: 81° Lo: 65°
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KURTZ CABINET SHOP
Custom Kitchens, Closets, and Built-Ins

Designed, Crafted, and Installed

Visit our showroom at 
13860-A Ryceville Rd. in Mechanicsville

Open Monday–Saturday | Closed Sunday
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