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TRUE: MOST DANGEROUS TREES 
SHOW WARNING SIGNS

Seniors 55+ Can Spot Them with a 
FREE DIY Tree Safety Checklist!

Protect Your Home and Loved Ones from Falling 
Trees

—Claim Your FREE DIY Checklist Today!

Call 240-443-4147 to receive a paper copy

Or Scan the QR Code to
Get Your FREE DIY Checklist!

Or visit our website at :

www.TreeSafetyForSeniors.com

Sports Complex Plan Brings Excitement
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The prospect of an indoor/outdoor sports 
complex being built on nearly 270 acres off 
of St. Andrews Church Road in California 
brought more than 100 residents out 
to Leonardtown last week to give their 
thoughts on the prospect; a few of them were 
worried that its construction would bring 
even more traffic to roads already danger-
ously clogged with it.

Yet, many other residents were excited 
to have a dedicated place for young people 
to engage in sports, particularly during the 
winter time.

Art Rogers, the lacrosse coach at 
Leonardtown High School, said young peo-
ple in St. Mary’s had long lacked a place to 
play in cold weather.

“We would welcome an indoor and out-
door facility like this with open arms,” 
Rogers said of the lacrosse community. 
“There is currently not a place where kids 
can participate, in the wintertime, indoors 
in lacrosse.

“We’re crammed in at Leonard Hall [drill 
hall] right now.”

In the aftermath, Commissioner Eric 
Colvin said that if such a project were to 
come to fruition, traffic improvements would 
be necessary to handle the extra traffic. 

But there was almost no chance, he said, 
of the sports complex being built any time 
soon.

“It’s very, very early in the process,” 
Colvin said of the project, which is under 
the auspices of the Maryland Stadium 
Authority. “The estimates that… we are at 
with this facility is that it would cost $100 
million to build this.

“That is not something we could handle 

in our budget.”
The state must determine first, he said, 

if the sports complex could be a suitable 
“economic driver” before it would fund the 
project.

With a $3 billion budget deficit it must 
tackle first this year, it was a virtual impos-
sibility it would make such an investment 
anytime soon.

“It’s very unlikely we’ll see movement on 

this for a while,” Colvin during the business 
meeting of the Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County Feb. 4.

The sports complex planned would be 
100,000 to 135,000 square feet in size for 
the indoor facility and outdoor fields would 
be placed on 38 acres of the wooded site.

The site would include eight to 10 “tour-
nament quality” multipurpose fields with a 
minimum of four fields offering two soft-
ball/baseball diamonds each.

The plan includes bleacher seating and 
lighted fields for extended play time.

The planning for the complex has been 
ongoing for five years, with a market study 
coming out in October of 2020.

The indoor facility would have a mini-
mum of eight hardwood basketball courts, 
which could yield double that amount in 
volleyball courts, according to a presenta-
tion by the county’s Recreation and Parks 
Department.

The indoor facility would also have a 
lobby, locker rooms, bleacher seating and a 
design that could be flexible enough to allow 
multiple events at the same time, according 
to the presentation at the Jan. 29 community 
input meeting.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Location of the proposed sports complex
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Junior Naval Academy 
Closes Its Doors
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The leadership of the Leonard Hall Junior 
Naval Academy announced late last week that 
they would be closing down for the remain-
der of the 2024-2025 academic year after 
struggling to rebound from a sharp decline 
in enrollment over the past several years.

“[The academy] has faced several chal-
lenges over the past several years,” a let-
ter written to the parent members stated. 
“While the skills and qualities [the acad-
emy] builds in the teens in our community 
are invaluable, for [the academy] to deliver 
what it promises to the midshipmen certain 
requirements are crucial or our academy 
becomes ineffective.”

Last year the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County decided to terminate the 
lease they held on the county-owned build-
ing where the academy had taught classes 
for decades.

The county said then that the academy 
had not been able to complete repairs to the 

aging building that they had agreed to as part 
of their lease; the commissioners have since 
decided to repurpose the building to serve 
as a child care center for county employees.

“Our ability to find a facility that will 
support not only an effective classroom set-
ting but also the military program has been 
challenging and has had a direct impact on 
enrollment, resulting in limited financial and 
staffing/volunteer resources.”

County Commissioner Mike Hewitt said 
the county had tried to accommodate the 
school for years.

“The county tried to help them for so 
many years, we kept their rent extremely 
low,” Hewitt said. “They were down to eight 
students.

“They had a very tough time figuring out 
how they were going to pay going forward.” 

The school was aware of the repairs that 
were needful since 2015, Hewitt said.

“They just weren’t in a position to do it,” 
he said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Fatal Overdoses 
Continue to Decline in 
St. Mary’s

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

After reaching an all-time high of 37 opi-
oid-related overdose fatalities in 2021, at 
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
number of such deaths here continues to 
decline, according to the latest data from 
the state’s Department of Health (MDH).

For the year ending 2024 there were 20 
overdose deaths in St. Mary’s County, the 
state announced this week, compared to 22 
in 2023 and 26 fatalities in 2022.

The data, available on the MDH overdose 
data dashboard on-line, shows there were 10 
fatal overdoses related directly to fentanyl, 
a drug many times more powerful than her-
oin, and manufactured relatively cheaply 
on the street.

By comparison the number of gun-re-
lated homicides investigated by the sheriff’s 
office in the last seven years is 20.

Law enforcement and health officials 

alike have said that virtually all illegal street 
drugs here are combined with fentanyl, 
which increases both the addictive qualities 
of whatever substance it is combined with 
as well as its potential lethality.

The release of the data was in concert 
with an announcement Feb. 4 by Gov. Wes 
Moore that opioid overdose deaths had 
declined significantly in the past year.

“The decrease in fatal overdoses that 
we’re seeing in Maryland is historic, and 
it’s proof that our investments in behav-
ioral health and substance use care and 
the incredible efforts of people all around 
our state are paying off,” said Gov. Moore. 
“However, we still have work to do. We are 
still losing far too many of our loved ones 
and neighbors to preventable overdoses, and 
we will not let up in our efforts to meet peo-
ple where they are and make connections 
to care.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Southern Maryland Supports Families of 
Those Lost in Potomac Crash

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Southern Maryland is mourning the loss 
of nine men who were lost in the crash of 
American Airlines Flight 5342 the night of 
Jan. 29 in the Potomac River after it collided 
with a U.S. Army Blackhawk helicopter 
while it was approaching Reagan National 
Airport in Washington, D.C.

They are Andrew Eaves of Great Mills, 
Alexander Huffman, of Leonardtown, Jesse 
Pitcher, of Lusby, Charles McDaniel, of Port 
Republic, Jonathan Boyd, of Welcome, 
Michael Stovall, of Accokeek, Robert 
Prewitt, a Calvert County resident, Steve 
Johnson of Waldorf, and Thomas Clagett, 
of Newburg.

Eaves was a chief warrant officer onboard 
the army helicopter, who leaves behind a 
wife and children.

His wife, Carrie Eaves, asked for sup-
port for the families who had lost their loved 
ones but praised the outpouring of generos-
ity from the St. Mary’s community.

“We are all grieving, and need your love 
and support,” she wrote in a social media 
post. “St. Mary’s is an amazing commu-
nity that will forever be a part of mine and 
Andrew’s life. 

“Thank you for showing us what a true 

community feels like!”
Eaves was a sailor before joining the U.S. 

Army and becoming a helicopter pilot.
Eaves, served in the U.S. Navy from 

August 2007 to September 2017, then tran-
sitioned to a UH-60 pilot for the regular 
Army from September 2017 to present day.

He was a highly decorated service 
member.

“His awards include the Army 
Commendation Medal x3,  Navy 
Commendation Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal x3, Navy 
“E” Ribbon x2, Navy Good Conduct Medal 
x3, National Defense Service Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Armed Forces Service Medal, Military 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Army 
Service Ribbon, Navy & Marine Corps 
Overseas Service Ribbon and Army Aviator 
Badge,” a statement from the Army reads.

Huffman was a member of the Local 602 
Steamfitters Union based in Prince George’s 
County.

He was returning from a hunting trip in 
Wichita, Kansas with most of the other men 
in the group from Southern Maryland who 
perished in the crash.

He is survived by his wife Kayla and two 
children.

“Words, I have none,” his wife wrote in a 
social media post. “My heart is shattered, as 
a wife, as a mother. [five-and-a-half] years 
of love, now a lifetime of sorrow. 

“The future is unknown without you in it. 
And I don’t think I’ll ever be whole again.”

Pitcher’s wife, Kylie Jo Pitcher, memori-
alized her husband on-line as well.

“[Jan. 29, 2025] is the day my WHOLE 
ENTIRE WORLD turned upside down,” she 
wrote in a social media post. “Jesse, I miss 
you more than you could ever know.”

Pitcher, a Lusby resident, was the owner 
of his own business — a plumbing contrac-
tor business that bore his initials.

Clagett and Stovall, both Charles County 
residents, were graduates of St. Mary’s 
Ryken High School.

Prewitt leaves behind a wife and two 
daughters; their family were strong sup-
porters of the Cheer Extreme Calvert gym.

There are numerous fundraising efforts 
available to offer support to their families 
in their time of need.:

• Hunt Club GoFundMe for the 7 
Southern Maryland Families 
https://gofund.me/83c147dc

• SOMD Strong Merchandise 
https://calvertyardcards.com/pro.../
somd-strong-merchandise/

• GoFundMe for the Stovall Family 

https://gofund.me/d252ccc3
• Meal Train for the Prewitt Family 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/
yrmzkm

• GoFundMe for the Prewitt Family 
https://gofund.me/87f84839

• Meal Train for the Clagett Girls 
https://mealtrain.com/ddql1l

• GoFundMe for the Clagett Family 
https://gofund.me/6ab181a4

• Meal Train for the McDaniel Family 
https://mealtrain.com/178273

• GoFundMe for Reed (Kristie Baxter) 
https://gofund.me/b5104461

• GoFundMe for the Boyd Family 
https://gofund.me/53c477d4

• GoFundMe for the Johnson Family 
https://gofund.me/9660e90d

• GoFundMe for the Huffman Family 
https://gofund.me/bdd819f7

• UA Trust from Steamfitters 602 
https://ua.org/about-the-ua/
charitable-trust/

• Huntin’ with Jacob Gun Raffle to 
benefit the 7 Families 
https://huntinwithjacob.com/product/
montefeltro-shotgun/

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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& Landscape Project Center

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
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Prince Frederick Garden Center
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Prince Frederick, MD
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Sale Ends: 2/24/2025
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Start making your lawn the ENVY 
of the neighborhood!
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professional Lawn Care Service with  

Two yearly Lawn Care Programs. 

Yearly Outdoor Maintenance for Your  
Landscape and Gardens 
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Landscape Maintenance including:
 • Spring cleanups and Re-Mulching 
• Re-edging and Renovation Pruning

• Weed Prevention.

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more 
color and flowers in your landscape?

Schedule an appointment to get your 
landscape re-designed and take a fresh 

look at creating an enduring and  
colorful landscape, with balance,  

structure, scale, and unity.

Enhance your home with  
Professionally Designed Hardscaping.  

Add a newly designed paver entrance 
walkway, Paver Patio, or a Pool Deck. 
Design Features into your Hardscape 
including: Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens, 
Fireplaces, Retaining Walls, Columns, 
Pergola’s, Garden Ponds, and more.

30% OFF ALL FOLIAGE PLANTS—HOUSEPLANTS
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School Board 
Approves Green Holly 
Renovations

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Green Holly Elementary School in 
Lexington Park will be getting new heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning systems 
(HVAC) as well as a new roof after the St. 
Mary’s County Board of Education voted to 
approve the project this week.

The board voted unanimously to move 
ahead with the plan at their Feb. 5 business 
meeting in Leonardtown.

The contract for the work was awarded 
to Scheibel Construction for $14.5 million 
with a project contingency fund of $869,670, 
according to school system information.

The HVAC system has been in place at 
the school since 1989, school planning doc-
uments stated.

“We certainly got our money’s worth 
out of that,” said Board Member Mary 
Washington.

The contract includes “replacing unit ven-
tilators, fan coil units, terminal units, pack-

aged rooftop units, replacement of heating 
plant to include boilers, pumps, and fuel oil 
tank, as well as replacement of the generator 
on the B-side of [Green Holly],” planning 
documents state. “It also provides funding 
for the replacement of the flat roof in its 
entirety on the A-side and partial on the 
B-side of [Green Holly].

Despite being an elementary school, 
Green Holly is one of the larger educational 
facilities in the county schools’ inventory.

The A-side of Green Holly represents 
one whole building while the B-side is its 
own building but part of the larger facility 
complex.

The roof to be replaced has been in use 
since 1999, according to school planning 
documents.

The project also includes the installation of 
a new fire alarm system that has voice instruc-
tions to guide students and staff to exits.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Townhouse Project 
Going to Planning 
Commission Hearing

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The county planning commission will hold 
public hearing on a proposed 140-town-
house project at their upcoming Feb. 10 
business meeting in Leonardtown.

The project is proposed for the already-ex-
tant Pembrooke housing subdivision in 
Lexington Park off of Willows Road on 
Meadow Creek Drive.

The site upon which the project would be 
built is 27.83 acres, according to planning 
documents from the county’s Department of 
Land Use and Growth Management.

According to the traffic study included in 
the planning documents of the concept site 
plan, the data shows the projection is 820 
additional total vehicle trips per day.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

LOCAL NEWS
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LEARN MORE & BUY 
YOUR TICKETS AT:
SMCM.EDU/KINGS

The King’s Singers are returning with 
a NEW program! Whether you saw 
them last year or not, you won’t want 
to miss this year.

Tickets $25-$45
Free Parking

SATURDAY, FEB. 8
@ 7 P.M.

2024 SELL OUT SHOW

THE KING’S SINGERS
EXPERIENCE THE AWARD-WINNING A CAPPELLA ENSEMBLE

School Board 
Sends Budget to 
Commissioners
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The St. Mary’s County Board of Education 
voted unanimously to send their proposed 
fiscal 2026 operating budget of $295 million 
to the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County.

The budget is $5.1 million more than the 
current budget; it proposes a local contribu-
tion of $139.7 million, an increase of $5.3 
million over this year’s budget.

The projected state contribution is 
$147.5 million with the federal government 
contribution coming in at $2.7 million.

The budget has 10 fewer employees 
included than the current budget, which 
school budget documents state will account 
for about $700,000 in savings.

The budget also includes increased 
pay for teachers via a step increase and a 
two-percent cost of living adjustment, edu-
cational support staff would receive a step 
increase in pay as well as a one-percent 
cost of living adjustment, per the negotiated 
labor agreement between the school board 
and the Education Association of St. Mary’s 

County (EASMC).
Employees with the school administra-

tors’ union also have a negotiated agree-
ment that affords them a step increase in the 
proposed new budget as well as a one-per-
cent cost of living increase.

Contract school bus drivers would also 
receive a wage increase and a retention sti-
pend; there would also be increases to off-
set bus operations and maintenance costs, 
budget documents state.

The school budget must next be trans-
mitted to the county commissioners who 
will decide what changes will be made to 
it; they have final approval over the school 
system spending plan.

In all spending on instructional salaries 
and wages accounts for 104.7 million of the 
proposed fiscal 2026 budget; other major 
budget items include $25.7 million for spe-
cial education, $25.7 million for student 
transportation, and $22.8 million for build-
ing operations.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Online Visioning 
Activities Launched 
for “St. Mary’s 2050”

St. Mary’s County Government’s 
Department of Land Use & Growth 
Management (LUGM) is seeking input 
from the community on the vision, key 
planning themes, and goals to be consid-
ered as the county’s Comprehensive Plan 
is updated.  The “St. Mary’s 2050” plan 
will establish a cohesive, countywide vision 
for land use, economic development, other 
quality-of-life goals, and will outline an 
actionable strategy to achieve this vision.

Public input is critical to ensuring St. 
Mary’s 2050 reflects the needs and pri-
orities of the community. LUGM is con-
tinuing to conduct in-person and virtual 
Community Visioning Sessions through 
mid-February. For those unable to attend a 
session, online visioning activities are now 
available, allowing community members to 
provide their valuable feedback.

Community members are encouraged 

to visit www.stmaryscountymd.gov/
StMarys2050 to get more information 
and to stay involved. The online vision-
ing activities will be available on the web-
site through Monday, February 17, 2025; 
just click “Participate Now” to get started! 
Online visioning activities are available in 
over 240 languages.

About St. Mary’s 2050
St. Mary’s 2050: Charting Our Tomorrow 
is an update to the County’s existing 
Comprehensive Plan, which will guide 
future land use in the County through 2050 
and beyond. St. Mary’s 2050 will chart the 
course for ensuring St. Mary’s County 
continues to be a great place to live, work, 
and play. Visit www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/StMarys2050 today to learn more, stay 
engaged, and add your voice in shaping the 
future of St. Mary’s County.
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State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
that Sidney Joseph Spry, 29, of Lexington 
Park, Maryland, was sentenced to 75 years 
in prison with 52 years of active incarcer-
ation for attempted second degree murder, 
first degree assault, and firearm charges.

In September 2022, Spry armed himself 
with two firearms and drove to his former 
employer’s business park where he fired 
many rounds into the office building toward 
the area of his former supervisor’s office. 
He then fled the area by car. In a separate 
incident several days prior, Spry fired multi-
ple rounds at a neighboring apartment from 
his complex’s parking lot after a lengthy 
history of disputes with his neighbors over 
noise complaints. No persons were struck; 
however, spent bullets were found in the 
bedroom near the victims’ baby bassinet.

During a lengthy sentencing hearing, the 
Court carefully listened to arguments pre-
sented by both the State and the Defense 
and ultimately sentenced the Defendant to 
a sentence above the sentencing guideline 
range, as follows:

• Attempted second degree murder: 30 
years in prison with 18 years of active 
incarceration, consecutive to all other 
counts and cases;

• Use of a firearm in the commission of a 
violent crime: 18 years in prison, con-
secutive to all other counts and cases;

• First degree assault: 25 years in prison 
with 8 years of active incarceration, 
consecutive to all other counts and 
cases; and

• Use of firearm in the commission of a 
violent crime: 20 years in prison with 
8 years of active incarceration, con-
secutive to all other counts and cases.

The Maryland Sentencing Guidelines 
called for a sentence between 10 to 17 
years. The State requested the maximum 
penalty of 95 years in prison. The total sen-
tence imposed was 75 years with 52 years 
of active incarceration.

Sergeant Austin Schultz of the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office was the lead 
investigator.

Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Alena 
Mosier prosecuted the case on behalf of the 
citizens of St. Mary’s County.

The Honorable Joseph M. Stanalonis pre-
sided over the case.

PINE HILL TECHNOLOGY PARK
 » Flexible lease terms to work with your contract schedule
 » Right outside Gate 3, only 3 miles from Gate 2
 » Build-to-suit opportunity for fl ex space
 » Lovely, quiet campus setting
 » Pad site available with electric and lighting already on site

TALK TO US:
1,500 to 15,000 sq. ft. possible

Barbara Svenson
(301) 502-7876
3660barbara@gmail.com

48015 Pine Hill Run Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653

(301) 863-2400
obrienrealty.com

Do you 
need to 

lower offi  ce 
overhead 

costs?

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE

Suspect Arrested in 
Hollywood Homicide
Lee L. Richardson, 23, of no fixed address, 
was apprehended by the U.S. Marshall’s 
Fugitive Task Force in Prince George’s 
County on an arrest warrant charging him 
in the murder of Matthew Skye Keister. 

On January 27, deputies from the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office responded 
to the 25000 block of Jones Wharf Road in 
Hollywood, MD, for the report of a male 
not breathing and found a deceased victim 
inside a trashcan on the property.

The victim’s body was transported to the 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in 
Baltimore, where an autopsy determined 
the cause of death to be a gunshot wound. 
Deputies identified the victim as Matthew 
Skye Keister, 19, of Hollywood.

The subsequent investigation led to the 
identification of Richardson, a known asso-
ciate of Keister, as the suspect in the mur-
der; a warrant was issued on January 30 
for his arrest. 

Richardson is charged with murder sec-

ond-degree, assault first- and second-de-
gree, firearm use during a felony-violent 
crime and bury or disposal of a body in an 
unauthorized place. The suspect is being 
held at the Detention and Rehabilitation 
Center in Leonardtown.

Lee Richardson

Sidney Joseph Spry

Man Sentenced to 52 
Years in Prison for 
Two Shootings
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 PRICES GOOD FROM
Feb. 5 THRU Feb. 11, 2025

WE ACCEPT: WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 5 6 7 8  9 10 11 

Farm To Table

80% Lean, Family Pack
Fresh 

Ground Chuck

3.48Lb. Certified Angus Beef
Boneless New York 

Strip Steaks

11.98Lb.

80% Lean
Fresh 

Ground Chuck

3.98Lb.
26 To 30-Ct.
Texas  

Gulf Shrimp

7.49 Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Sirloin  

Tip Roast

5.98Lb.
Fresh
Ahi  

Tuna

9.99Lb.

USDA Inspected
Boston Butt  
Pork Roast

1.58 Lb.
Delicious!

Sea  
Scallops

16.99Lb.

12 Oz., Reg. Or Thick
Gwaltney  

Bacon

3.48
4-Oz.

Maine  
Lobster Tail

6.99Ea.

Sold in 10-Lb. Bag
Chicken  

Leg Quarters

7.80

Sweet Pump
Extra Large White 
Seedless Grapes

2.48LB.

Creamy Ripe
Hass  

Avocados

.68

Tangy And Fresh
Large  
Limes

3/$1
All Purpose
Sweet  

Yellow Onions

1.28 Lb.

2.98
8.8 To 13.7-Oz., Selected

Ritz  
Crackers

2/$5
14 To 16-Oz., Selected

Kraft  
Dressing

1.78
14-Oz. Squeeze

Heinz  
Yellow Mustard

2/$3
14.5 To 15-Oz., Selected

Hunt’s 
Tomatoes

2/$6
16-Oz., Selected Marinade Or

Sweet Baby Ray’s  
Wing Sauce

3.48
16-Oz. Selected Non-Dairy

Coffee-Mate 
Creamer

3.98
10-Oz.

Heinz 57  
Sauce

4.78
8-Oz., Selected
Kraft Grated  

Parmesan Cheese

3.98
28 To 50-Ct., Selected

Solo  
Plastic Cups

5.98
30-Oz., Selected
Hellmann’s  

Real Mayonnaise

2/$5
22 To 28 Oz., Selected

Bush’s 
Baked Beans

4.48
30-Oz., Selected

Kraft 
Real Mayo

4/$5
15 To 16-Oz. Selected Peas Or

Bush’s 
Beans

2/$5
15-Oz. No Beans Or

Hormel Chili 
With Beans

7.98
32-Oz.
Kraft   

Velveeta Loaf

3.48
12 To 16-Oz., Selected

Hidden Valley  
Ranch Dressing

5.48
30-Oz., Selected

Miracle  
Whip

2/$5
16-Oz., Selected Picante Sauce Or

Pace  
Salsa

2/$3
1.5 To 4.1-Oz., Selected

Idahoan 
Potatoes

1.98
8-Oz., Selected
Cool Whip  
Topping

2/$3
10-Oz., Selected
Ro*Tel Diced 

Tomatoes & Green Chilies

8.98
23.1 To 27.5-Oz., Selected

Maxwell House 
Ground Coffee

2/$5
14.5 To 24-Oz., Selected

Prego  
Pasta Sauce

3/$7
4.9 To 5.57-Oz., Selected

Pringles  
Potato Crisps

4.75 To 8-Oz., Selected
Lay’s 
Chips

2/$9
10.68 To 20-Oz., Selected

Oreo  
Cookies

4.98
10-Oz., Selected

A1 Steak 
Sauce

2/$5
15.25 To 19-Oz., Selected Bowls Or Cans

Campbell’s  
Chunky Soup

2/$8
5.75 To 12.4-Oz., Selected

Cheez-It  
Crackers

2/$3
17.5 To 18-Oz., Selected

Kraft  
BBQ Sauce

3.98
38-Oz.
Heinz 

Ketchup

4.48
12.5-Oz., Selected

Swanson Premium 
Chunk Chicken Breast

2/$4
14 To 18-Oz., Selected
Sweet Baby Ray’s 

BBQ Sauce

23860 Hollywood Road, 
Hollywood, MD 20636 • 301-475-2531

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Thru: 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM, Fri-Sat: 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM, Sun: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

TTAABBLLEETABLEFFAARRMMFARM to

0.44

2/4 2.98 2/7

3.78 4/4

3/6 2/7

2/5 3.98

HERE 'S  THE

GAME PLANGAME PLAN
WINNINGWINNING

FINAL PRICE

.44
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

.68
.24

DIGITAL COUPON

LIMIT 4 PER HOUSEHOLD

1-Lb. Pkg, Bolthouse Farms
Sweet Peeled  
Baby Carrots

2/$3

8-Oz.
Fresh Express   

Shredded Lettuce

1.78

FAMILY FAVORITES

FINAL PRICE

2/$7
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

2/$9
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2.98
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

3.48
.50

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

3.78
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

4.78
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

4/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF FOUR

4/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

3/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF THREE

3/$7
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$7
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$8
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$4
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$5
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$6
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

3.98
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

5.98
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

LIMIT ONE FREE ITEM
PER HOUSEHOLD
NO RAINCHECKS

AVAILABLE
TAXES WHERE
APPLICABLE

COUPON
REDEEMABLE
2/7/25 - 2/9/25

1 FREE 3-Oz. Tombstone Pizza Stix (Selected)
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If you would like to place a classifed ad or 
legal notice, please call the County Times at 

301-373-4125 or email aldailey@countytimes.net

CONTRACTOR WAREHOUSE AND YARD 
24380 HOLLYWOOD ROAD, HOLLYWOOD MD

ASKING $5,500/MO

Listed by
Nick Stellway, CCIM

Direct 240-298-8986

O’Brien Realty  301-863-2400
22894 Three Notch Road, California MD 20619

COMMERCIAL SPACE  WITH ROAD
FRONTAGE CENTRALLY LOCATED IN
HOLLYWOOD, MD

FEATURES
1,200 SF END UNIT DRIVE IN WAREHOUSE
WITH MEZZANINE SPACE

PLUS A 500 SF OFFICE SPACE 

AND 20,000 SF OF SECURED LAYDOWN
AREA FOR TRUCKS AND EQUIPTMENT

HELP WANTED
Offi ce Administrator and Secretary

Mt. Zion UMC of Laurel Grove seeks a Church Offi ce Administrator/Secretary. 
This position plays a pivotal role in running the church offi ce and Mt. Zion’s 
connections – often the fi rst point of contact for the public and parishioners. 

Duties:
• Daily administration of the church offi ce, such as communications, fi ling, 

organizing, and managing records and the calendar.
• Financial duties to coordinate bills, purchase orders, and payroll fi les with the 

bookkeeper.
• Prepare weekly Sunday bulletins and announcements to the congregation and 

set up the sanctuary for services.

Qualifi cations:
• Proven experience in Microsoft Offi ce tools, online Google tools/software, 

Canva, offi ce administration, and effective communication and collaboration. 

This role is ideal for an individual with strong organizational skills, computer 
skills, and a desire to be in an in-person small offi ce setting. 

To inquire, call the Mt. Zion Offi ce at (301) 884-4132 or email Pastor Corey 
Sharp at pastorcorey@mysixdays.com.

Classified Ads

����������������������������
	������������������
������������������������������ ������������������	��
����������������������������������������
��
����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
������������������������   ���������������������
�������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������
������� �����������������������������������������������������
�������������� ����������������������� ����������
�������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������
���������������������������   ����������������������������
���������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������

����������

��������

Pets of theof the
WeekWeek
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“No such thing as a bad dog.”
Nutrition • Training • Grooming • Daycare • Walking

Temporarily located inside Well Pet Clinic
21800 N Shangri La Dr, Unit 16 • Lexington Park 

Call/Text: 240-431-7834

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Womens Commission 
Seeks Nominations 
for Annual Awards
The St. Mary’s County Commission for 
Women (CFW) is pleased to announce 
their annual Women’s History Month 
Brunch & Awards Ceremony to recognize 
the accomplishments of women and girls in 
our community. This event will take place 
on Saturday, March 29, 2025, at the White 
Rose, located at 21030 Point Lookout Road 
in Callaway; doors open at 10:30 a.m.

This year’s theme is “Moving Forward 
Together! Women Educating & Inspiring 
Generations”. St. Mary’s County is blessed 
with an abundance of women who, through 
their volunteer contributions, have fought 
long and hard to stand up for other women 
and girls in our community. We invite you 
to help us celebrate their accomplishments!

Each year four awards are presented: the 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lifetime Achievement 
and Hometown Shero awards (selected by 
CFW), and the Woman of the Year and 
Tomorrow’s Woman awards (community 
nomination; selected by independent panel 
of judges).

We are pleased to announce that the 2025 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lifetime Achievement 
award will be given to Charlottis Woodley, 
a longtime advocate for education and com-
munity empowerment. The 2025 Hometown 
Shero award will be presented to Norma 
Pipkin and Marta Kelsey to recognize their 
many years of service to the community.

Nominations are now open for the 

“Woman of the Year” and “Woman of 
Tomorrow” awards. The deadline to submit 
nominations is 5 p.m. on February 17, 2025.

For event information, tickets, sponsor-
ship opportunities, or to submit a nomina-
tion, please visit www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/cwawards. For questions, please call 
(301) 475-4200, ext.1680.

Proceeds will support the Jane Hale-
Sypher scholarship through the College of 
Southern Maryland, which was established 
to help non-traditional students further their 
educational goals.

About the St. Mary’s County 
Commission for Women
The St. Mary’s County Commission for 
Women (CFW) champions women’s issues 
and concerns. The CFW was created to 
address matters of specific concern to 
women in the areas of employment, educa-
tion, health, public office, family, and legal 
rights. This very active group stays busy in 
our community reaching out to women in 
many walks of life. In addition, each year 
the CFW takes the time to recognize female 
volunteers who represent the backbone of 
our community. The members are appointed 
by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
and report to them the areas of concern to 
women in our community. Learn more at: 
www.stmaryscountymd.gov/CW.
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2/$4
16-Oz., Selected Cottage Cheese Or

Daisy  
Sour Cream

2/$5
7 To 8-Oz., Selected
Kraft Chunk Or  

Shredded Cheese

4.48
16-Oz., Selected Quarters Or

Land O’Lakes  
Butter Sticks

4.28
14 To 16.5-Oz., Selected
Nestle Toll House 
Cookie Dough

2/$5
8-Oz., Reg Or Low Fat

Kraft Philadelphia 
Cream Cheese Bar

2/$4
16-Oz., Selected

Dean’s  
Dips

3.98
16-Ct., Selected
Kraft Sliced 

American Cheese

2/$8
48-Oz., Selected

Breyers 
Ice Cream

4.98
13 To 22-Oz., Selected

Farm Rich 
Appetizers

13.98
16-Ct. Hamburger Or

White Castle 
Cheeseburgers

3.98
22 To 32-Oz., Selected

Ore-Ida  
Frozen Potatoes

2.88
10.75 To 12.3-Oz. French Toast Sticks Or Selected

Eggo  
Waffles

24.9924.99
12-Oz. Cans
30-Pack  
Miller Lite

33.9933.99
1.75L
Dewar’s White Label 
Blended Scotch

46.9946.99
1.75L
Jameson  
Original Or Orange
 Irish Whiskey

15.9915.99
1.75L
Ryan’s Irish Style 
Cream Liqueur

14.4914.49
750mL
SIMI  
Sauvignon Blanc

20.9920.99
750mL
Chandon  
Brut

12.9912.99
750mL
Bortenvra  
Moscato d’Asti

22.9922.99
750mL
Girard  
Chardonnay

18.4918.49
750mL
Educated Guess 
Napa Valley 
Merlot

15.9915.99
12-Oz., Cans
12-Pack 
Modelo Especial

24.9924.99
750mL
Skrewball Peanut 
Butter Whiskey

46.9946.99
1.75L
Grey Goose 
Vodka

9.499.49
750mL
Chloe  
Pinot Grigio

21.4921.49
750mL
Harvey & Harriet  
Red Blend

16.9916.99
12-Oz. Bottles
18-Pack  
Michelob Ultra

19.9919.99
750mL
Jose Cuervo Tequila  
Gold Or Silver 
Gift Packs

21.9921.99
1.75L
Bacardi Gold Or 
Superior Rum

15.4915.49
750mL
East Side Crossing 
Cabernet Sauvignon

17.9917.99
750mL
Meiomi Pinot Noir 
Or Bright Pinot Noir

15.9915.99
12-Oz. Cans
18-Pack  
Bud Light

13.9913.99
1.75L
New Amsterdam  
Tangerine Vodka

31.9931.99
1.75L
Beefeater  
London Gin

5.995.99
750mL, Select Varieties
Barefoot  
Wine

17.9917.99
12-Oz., Cans,  
Variety Pack
12-Pack 
Happy Dad 
Hard Seltzers

48.9948.99
1.75L
Maker’s Mark 
Whiskey

54.9954.99
750mL
D’usse Cognac 
VSOP 80

14.4914.49
750mL
Ame Du Vin  
Organic Rose

Wine, Liquor and BeerWine, Liquor and Beer

WineWine of theof the    MonthMonth

9.999.99
750mL, Selected750mL, Selected
Francis Coppola  Francis Coppola  
White WinesWhite Wines

11.9911.99
750mL, Selected750mL, Selected
Francis Coppola  Francis Coppola  
Red WinesRed Wines

Bakery & Deli FreshBakery & Deli Fresh

7.98Lb.

Oven Roasted Or Buffalo
Kretschmar 

Chicken Breast

11.98
52-Oz.

Red Velvet 
Cake

6.98Lb.

Deli Sliced
Kretschmar 

Provolone Cheese

5.98
8-In., Reg. Or No Sugar Added

Cherry 
Pie

3.98
6-Ct., Selected

Nikola’s Bakery  
Cornbread Muffins

6.98
10.2-Oz.

King’s Hawaiian 
Pretzel Bites 3.9812-Ct., Selected

King’s 
Hawaiian Rolls

2/4 3.78 2/6

6.48

FINAL PRICE

3.78
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

4.28
.50

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$8
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

6.48
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

6.98
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

Cool SavingsCool Savings
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750mL, Select Varieties
Barefoot  
Wine

17.9917.99
12-Oz., Cans,  
Variety Pack
12-Pack 
Happy Dad 
Hard Seltzers

48.9948.99
1.75L
Maker’s Mark 
Whiskey

54.9954.99
750mL
D’usse Cognac 
VSOP 80

14.4914.49
750mL
Ame Du Vin  
Organic Rose

Wine, Liquor and BeerWine, Liquor and Beer

WineWine of theof the    MonthMonth

9.999.99
750mL, Selected750mL, Selected
Francis Coppola  Francis Coppola  
White WinesWhite Wines

11.9911.99
750mL, Selected750mL, Selected
Francis Coppola  Francis Coppola  
Red WinesRed Wines

Bakery & Deli FreshBakery & Deli Fresh

7.98Lb.

Oven Roasted Or Buffalo
Kretschmar 

Chicken Breast

11.98
52-Oz.

Red Velvet 
Cake

6.98Lb.

Deli Sliced
Kretschmar 

Provolone Cheese

5.98
8-In., Reg. Or No Sugar Added

Cherry 
Pie

3.98
6-Ct., Selected

Nikola’s Bakery  
Cornbread Muffins

6.98
10.2-Oz.

King’s Hawaiian 
Pretzel Bites 3.9812-Ct., Selected

King’s 
Hawaiian Rolls

2/4 3.78 2/6

6.48

FINAL PRICE

3.78
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

4.28
.50

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$4
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$5
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$8
2.00

DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

6.48
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

6.98
1.00

DIGITAL COUPON
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Nursing & Rehabilitation  
             Center

St. Mary’s 

21585 Peabody Street 
Leonardtown, MD

301-475-8000 
www.smnci.org

To schedule a tour or  
speak to admissions,  

please call  
301-475-8000 

ext.125

• Long-term care
• Rehabilitation 
   services
• Respite care

Friday, February 7
9 a.m. Town Market LLC Valentines Day Sweets and Treats
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. Visit the Old Jail Museum & Leonardtown Visitor Center 
for FREE tours and extended hours for First Friday
2 p.m. Live music at Port of Leonardtown Winery featuring Greg Floberg
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Opening reception at North End Gallery 2025 
Invitational featuring over 30 artists
5 – 8 p.m. Opening reception at the St. Mary’s County Arts Council 
“Heart of the Arts” gallery artist’s work
5 p.m. – 10 p.m. Ride the FREE Leonardtown trolley

Saturday, February 8
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Winter Balance at Spice Studio.  Deepening your practice with QiGong 
and emotional fl ow
12 p.m. The Rex Theatre presents The McCartney Experience, a tribute to Paul McCartney

Sunday, February 9
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Cottage Baker Pop-up with “Home Cooking is Better” at Fenwick Street Used Books

Special Offers & Deals
Specials and sales throughout Shepherd’s Old Field Market
10% off special at Terri’s Touch of Somd at Shepherd’s Old Field Market
10% off special at Firefl y Crystal Studio at Shepherd’s Old Field Market
This month’s special at the Good Earth Natural Food Store is the "Why Can't This Be Love?" 
smoothie. This blend of peach, cherries, & tart passion fruit balanced with a touch of agave syrup 
& beet crystals in a base of coconut milk is sure to liven up your taste buds and make you feel the 
love this month! We can customize this and any other smoothies upon request.
Receive a free rose quartz crystal tumbler stone with any purchase at Happy and Zen Crystal. 

LOCAL 

FROM LOCAL 
VINES
WINES

Live music every weekend!
301-690-2192 • www.polwinery.com

Open 7 days a week Noon - 6 pm •  23790 Newtowne Neck Road

Lovin’
LEONARDTOWN

February 7

BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

AT ST. MARY’S
COUNTY MUSEUMS

DRAYDEN AFRICAN 
AMERICAN SCHOOLHOUSE

Open every Sat. in February • 11am–2pm 
facebook.com/DraydenSchool

U.S. COLORED TROOPS 
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Open every Wed. & Sat. in February • 10am–2pm 
facebook.com/USCTCenter

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL AGES

Thank You to Our Wonderful Sponsors:

County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

Get to Know

Leonardtown

Do you want to advertise on this page? 
Contact Jen Stotler: 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net
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SHOPSHOPLocalSS
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A Special Pull Out Section

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 2025
Your Guide to Local Products & Services
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We do more than just landscaping

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Mulching
• Landscape Design
• Sod Installation
• Grading
• French Drains
• Aerating
• Overseeding
• Top Dressing

• Driveway 
Installation & Repair

• Seal Coating
• Crack Sealing
• Hardscaping
• Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Snow Plowing
• Brush Hogging
• Outdoor Lighting

• Erosion & Sediment 
Control

• Super & Silt Fences
• Smart Fences
• Grading
• Dry Wells

• Bio Ponds
• Rain Gardens
• Stormwater Pond 

Management & 
Repair

• Water, Sewer, Storm • Grease Interceptors

Commercial & Residential Site Services

Utilities

Call for a Free Estimate • 301-997-8444
jon@holcombslandscaping.net

Serving Southern Maryland for 14 Years
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Serving PAX & Southern MD since 1998

MASS, INC.
BWI •  REAGAN •  DULLES •  AMTRAK •  MEDICAL APPTS

Enjoy a friendly, hassle-free ride to the airport.
Take advantage of our fi rst time rider and multiple passenger discounts.

Remember to book EARLY! We look forward to serving you.

Door to door, 7 days a week!
Sharon Winkler 240-309-0045 • Reservations 301-373-4407

Email GOMASSINC@aol.com

Martin’s Shuttle Service
Serving Pax and all of Southern Maryland

Sharon Winkler
240-298-7592 CP

301-373-4407 Reservations
Email: GOMASSINC@aol.com

10
25
54
4

BWI • Reagan • Dulles • Metro • Greyhound

MASS, INC.

WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD AND AMX
DOOR TO DOOR, 7 DAYS A WEEK

ATTN: All Military, Dod and Contractors at PAX
New Business Class Rate of $75 to DCA and BWI

Door to Door at car rental prices!
ID Required. Business Travel Only during core hours 5A-9P

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1998

Your “anywhere” shuttle to the DC/Balto Metro areas. Now serving Richmond.
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CEDAR POINT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Securities and Investment Advisory services offered through Hornor, 
Townsend & Kent, LLC (HTK). Registered Investment Advisor, Member 
FINRA/SIPC. 600 Dresher Rd., Horsham, PA 19044, USA. 800-873-7637, 
www.htk.com. HTK is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Penn Mutual Life 
Insurance Company. Cedar Point Federal Credit Union, Cedar Point 
Financial Services, Inc. and 1847 Financial are not affiliated with Hornor, 

Townsend & Kent, LLC. 

Securities and insurance products are not federally insured by 
NCUA; are not deposits or other obligations and are not 
guaranteed by Cedar Point Federal Credit Union; and are subject 

to investment risks.

  

Retirement Strategies

AD & D Insurance

Personal Finance 

Life Insurance

Business Processing

We Offer

Financial Seminars

REGISTER FOR OUR FINANCIAL WELLNESS SEMINARS

Contact Us
301-862-8027  | cpfs@cpfcu.com

www.cpfcu.com

 Personalized resources to help you evaluate 
your priorities and outline strategies to help 

you achieve your goals 
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22699 Washington St.
Leonardtown, MD

301.381.2525

info@kneadedbakingco.com

@kneadedbakingco
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STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM–5PM 

 SATURDAY 8AM–3PM

GUY AUTO 
PARTS

23902 COLTON POINT ROAD 
CLEMENTS, MD

301-769-3311

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
RESERVE YOUR SPOT IN THE 2026 SOUTHERN 
MARYLAND BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 
CONTACT 301-373-4125
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Commercial & Residential 
Exterior Renovations

301-373-8111
www.truhome-exteriors.com

FREE ROOF/EXTERIOR EVALUATION

CALL NOW

SERVING SOMD

FOR 30+ YEARS

ROOFING • WINDOWS
GUTTERS • AND MORE
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FREE ESTIMATES 
301-373-4791

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

$50 OFF
“MediClean” Microban 

Sanitizer Treatment
EXPIRES 2/28/25

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS

WWW.CERTIFIEDCARPETANDAIRDUCTCLEANING.COM

NAS PAX RIVER

JOB FAIRS
JOBZONE offers 4 job fairs 
per year at the Pax River 

Naval Air Museum
2025 Events:  January 14 / April 22 / 

August 5 / November 18

EXHIBITORS (Companies/Agencies): 
Exhibitors have the option to request VIRTUAL 

setup vs. IN-PERSON for each event.

JOB SEEKERS: Visit www.JobZoneOnline.com 
to see the most current information, register for 

events, and sign up for our monthly email updates!

Contact JobZone for more information.
434-263-5102 / 540-226-1473
Janet.Giles@JobZoneOnline.com

All Upcoming JobZone 
Job Fair Events:

 02/20/25 Springfi eld, VA 
(American Legion Post 176)

 03/27/25 Reston, VA
 04/22/25 Patuxent River, MD 

(Southern Maryland)
 05/15/25 Stafford, VA
 06/05/25 Joint Base Andrews AFB, MD
 07/24/25 Dahlgren, VA (King George)
 08/05/25 Patuxent River, MD 

(Southern Maryland)
 09/18/25 Stafford, VA
 10/02/25 Springfi eld, VA 

(American Legion Post 176)
 10/23/25 Dahlgren, VA (King George)
 11/06/25 Joint Base Andrews AFB, MD
 11/18/25 Patuxent River, MD 

(Southern Maryland)
 12/10/25 Fredericksburg Nationals Stadium
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Ages 2 - Adult

TAP
BALLET
POINTE
HIP HOP

JAZZ

MUSICAL THEATER
DRUMMING

ZUMBA
BODY 

PERCUSSION

GraciesGandG@aol.com

37th year in business!

Recreational and 
Competitive Classes!  

44150 Airport View Drive
Hollywood, MD 20636

National champions 2024
Voted BEST Studio in SoMD 2023

D
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23492 Prop Way • P.O. Box 10 • Hollywood, MD 20636

301-475-2755 • wmdavis.com
MHBR #395

 
COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 

METAL BUILDING 
SYSTEMS 

WAREHOUSES 
RESIDENTIAL  

CUSTOM HOMES 
RENOVATIONS 

CHURCHES 
CONDOMINIUMS 

 

 

23942 Prop Way 
P.O. Box 10 

Hollywood, MD  
20636 

 
301-475-2755 

www.wmdavis.com  
MHBR #395 

 

With dedication to detail, W. M. Davis, Inc. builds relationships 
and buildings and takes pride in our communities. 

 
COMMERCIAL 
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SYSTEMS 
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CUSTOM HOMES 
RENOVATIONS 
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and buildings and takes pride in our communities. 

 
COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 

METAL BUILDING 
SYSTEMS 

WAREHOUSES 
RESIDENTIAL  

CUSTOM HOMES 
RENOVATIONS 

CHURCHES 
CONDOMINIUMS 

 

 

23942 Prop Way 
P.O. Box 10 

Hollywood, MD  
20636 

 
301-475-2755 

www.wmdavis.com  
MHBR #395 

 

With dedication to detail, W. M. Davis, Inc. builds relationships 
and buildings and takes pride in our communities. 

 
COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 

METAL BUILDING 
SYSTEMS 

WAREHOUSES 
RESIDENTIAL  

CUSTOM HOMES 
RENOVATIONS 

CHURCHES 
CONDOMINIUMS 

 

 

23942 Prop Way 
P.O. Box 10 

Hollywood, MD  
20636 

 
301-475-2755 

www.wmdavis.com  
MHBR #395 

 

With dedication to detail, W. M. Davis, Inc. builds relationships 
and buildings and takes pride in our communities. 

 
COMMERCIAL 
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23942 Prop Way 
P.O. Box 10 

Hollywood, MD  
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301-475-2755 

www.wmdavis.com  
MHBR #395 

 

With dedication to detail, W. M. Davis, Inc. builds relationships 
and buildings and takes pride in our communities. 

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
METAL BUILDING SYSTEMS • WAREHOUSES 

RESIDENTIAL • CUSTOM HOMES • RENOVATIONS 
CHURCHES • CONDOMINIUMS 

G
EN

ER
A

L 
CO

N
TR

AC
TO

R

FU
N

ER
A

L 
H

O
M

E
FU

N
ER

A
L 

H
O

M
E

G
A

RA
G

E 
D

O
O

RS

101 Skipjack Road • Suite 2 • Prince Frederick, MD
Repairs & Installation • Commercial & Residential

Service on All
Makes & Models
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IMPROVING THE LANDSCAPE OF SOUTHERN 
MARYLAND FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS!

26100 FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE • MD 20659

301-475-8834 • WWW.SOMDPAVERS.COM

PATIOS & WALKWAYS • OUTDOOR KITCHENS 
RETAINING WALLS • FIRE PITS • DRIVEWAYS

POOLS & GARDEN SURROUNDS
Plus Stones Available For Self-Installation

H
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RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

WE OFFERED EXPOSED
AGGREGATE

STAMPED CONCRETE
AND MORE!

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE

GREAT MILLS TRADING POST
20171 Point Lookout Rd.

Great Mills, MD 20634
301-994-0300

H
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RefrigerationRefrigeration

301-475-8298
www.hancockrefrig.com
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Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE

LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM

AN INDEPENDENT AGENT 
REPRESENTING ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL CRABBY WHEN YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL IN THE MAIL?

GIVE US A CALL. 
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

BURRIS’ OLDE TOWNE INSURANCE HAS A 93% 
RETENTION RATIO. THAT MEANS 93% OF OUR CLIENTS 

RENEW WITH US YEAR AFTER YEAR. THAT INCLUDES 
CLIENTS THAT MOVE FROM THE AREA.
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CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

240-577-0077240-577-0077
SURFACESOLUTIONSERVICES.COM

LOW PRESSURE HOUSE WASHING | ROOF WASHING 
PORCHES & DECKS | DRIVEWAYS & SIDEWALKS
FENCES | GUTTER CLEANING | GUTTER GUARDS

CLEANEST HOUSEMAKE YOUR HOUSE THE

ON THE BLOCK

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

SPRING SPECIAL:

HIGH-QUALITY, LONG-LASTING FLOOR 
COATINGS THAT ARE DURABLE FOR 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, AND 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS.
GREAT FOR GARAGES & BASEMENTS!

$500 OFF
EPOXY

FLOORING
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Personal Injury
Law Specialists

Serious Personal Injury
Social Security Disability | Worker’s Compensation 
Medical Malpractice | Nursing Home Negligence

We will fight for you.

DORSEY 
LAW FIRM

Leonardtown, MD
(301) 475-5000
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We’re still available over the phone: 301-475-5531 
or by email: orders@printingpressinc.com

Visit our webpage: printingpressinc.com 
PLACE ORDERS • GET A QUOTE • PAY A BILL

41690 COURTHOUSE DRIVE
LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND 20650

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FAST, CONVENIENT & LOCAL SINCE 1978

BUSINESS CARDS
BROCHURES

POSTERS
SIGNAGE
REPORTS

TRAINING MANUALS
PROGRAMS

RACK CARDS
FOLDERS

POST CARDS
PLAQUES

LOGISTIC MANUALS
CATALOGS

PUBLICATIONS
BANNERS

DIRECT MAILING
PACK OUT CARDS
OPERATOR CARDS

CUSTOM DESIGNED
WEDDING INVITATIONS

PR
IN

TE
R

25920 Friendship School Rd. 
Mechanicsville, MD. 20659

Hours: Mon. to Fri. 7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday

Zimm� man’s
Produce & I� igati�  Supply

Local Produce
Fresh Cut Fl� � s
Canning T� atoes

Relish • Pickles 
Crab Baskets • Trot Line 
B� dh� ses and Feed� s

and a g� d line of 
vegetable � � ing and 

�  igati�  supplies. 
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Fresh Produce | Flowers | Plants
Meats | Cheeses | Baked Goods

Open Year Round
CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MARKET HOURS:

FACEBOOK.COM/HOMEGROWNFARMMARKET 

Home GrownHome Grown
Farmers MarketFarmers Market

21078 THREE NOTCH RD. | LEXINGTON PARK
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QDOGFUELS.COM | 844-855-QDOG(7364)

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Automatic Delivery First Fill

Automatic Delivery

Secure Autopay Discount

Refer-A-Friend 

25¢ per gallon

5¢ per gallon

5¢ per gallon

10¢ per gallon(for one year, per referral)

(after first fill)

(after first fill)

No Hidden Fees

Budget Plans

Auto & Will Call

Same Day & Next Day

Since 1945

Fuel Oil & Propane

Diesels & Gas

Tank Installs

Fueling Southern MarylandFueling Southern Maryland

EVERYDAY ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS:

WITH RELIABLE PROPANE DELIVERY & GREAT PRICES!

75 Gallon Minimum Delivery. Orders under 150 gallons subject to nominal delivery fee.

SCAN HERE TO LEARN MORE
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Leonardtown Wharf

Artist · Crafters · Makers
Local Handmade Products

Saturdays
April 19th

May 10th

June 14th

September 13th

October 11th

November 8th

9AM – 3PM

www.coastalartsmarket.com

22675 Washington St Unit 106, Leonardtown
(Located in the Old Bell Motor/Leonardtown Ford Service Entrance)

Fresh Local Produce • Meats • Cheeses • Flowers • Clothing & Shoes
Open Every Weekend With Visiting Vendors

Something there for everyone!Something there for everyone!
Authorized dealer for Bouy Boots and Simply Southern
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Retiring? Downsizing?
Or thinking about buying 
or selling your home?

I’m your
A Senior Real Estate 
Specialist®, or SRES®, 
is a Realtor® who has 
received additional 
extensive training and 
is uniquely qualifi ed 
to assist Seniors 50+ 
in housing sales and 
purchases. I am a 
full time Certifi ed 
Relocation Specialist 
with 22 years 
experience in helping 

buyers and sellers of all ages in Southern 
Maryland. Let me help guide you through 
the process and the special considerations 
of buying or selling your home, making the 
transaction less stressful and more succesful.

Laura Zurl, GRI, SRES, e-PRO
Seniors Real Estate Specialist®
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Locally Owned

21815 Three Notch Rd 
Lexington Park, MD 20653

(301) 862-1040

Open Year Round
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TRI-COUNTY COUNCIL  
FOR SOUTHERN MARYLAND

WWW.TCCSMD.ORG
WWW.COMMUTERCONNECTIONS.ORG

GEORGE CLARK •  RIDESHARE COORDINATOR
PO BOX 745 • HUGHESVILLE • MD 20637

GCLARK@TCCMD.ORG 
01-870-2520 OR 1-800-SO-CLOSE

The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland 
assist the Maryland Administration’s (MTA) 
operation of a large number of express 
commuter bus routes from the Southern 
Maryland Region into numerous areas of 
the Metropolitan Washington Region.

Assist your employees with their 
Commute to Work. You will Reap 
the Benefits... Area businesses that 
encourage and support the use of 
vanpools and public transit services 
may be eligible for commuter tax credits. The Maryland 
State Legislature created an income tax (House Bill 646/
Chapter 560 and Senate Bill 390/Chapter 559 of the session 
laws of 1999) for employers who provided commuting 
benefits to their employees. The Council’s Regional 
Rideshare Coordinator/Employer Outreach Specialist 
will assist your business with a FREE evaluation of the 
commuting needs of your employees.

Free Instant Ridematching 
Services. Sign up today!
The Council’s Commuter 
Assistance Program also assists 
with introducing residents, 

employees and employers to other drive alone alternatives 
such as: carpools, vanpools, subscription bus, local public 
transit, and tele-work options.

SchoolPool
We understand the safety of your children 
is of the utmost importance to you. For 
this reason SchoolPool only shares the 
parents’ contact information and never 
information about your children. Take 
advantage of SchoolPool to get your 
children to school in a safe and secure manner.
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301-997-0006 
Info@jeffstree.com

Jeffstree.com

Tree Removal • Tree 
Trimming • Stump Grinding 
• Fertilization Free Estimate 
• Fully Insured • LTE #995

Asphalt Repair • Seal 
Coating • Fully Insured 

MHIC #109073

1.800.CAN.LEARNPersonalized Attention. Proven Results. 

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities endorses or was involved in the production of the program.*Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new students only. Not valid with any 
other offer.   HLC1898

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!
Make the next report card the best yet! If your child is 
having trouble keeping up in school or you think they need  
to sharpen their study skills, Huntington can help your 
student get on track right now.  Since 1977, Huntington  
has helped students K-12 improve their grades, test scores,  
and confidence.

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•Thorough academic evaluations

•Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from highly certified teachers

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills 
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry 
Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 
Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP
 
 

AN ACADEMIC 
EVALUATION!*

GET THE 
BEST REPORT

CARD EVER

SAVE
$50*

$50  OFF

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - Advanced
Placement (AP) - State Tests - HSPT -
ISEE - SSAT - GED - ASVAB

Wildwood Shopping Center
23415 Three Notch Road, Suite 2021

California, MD 20619
(240) 256-3388
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TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!

1.800.CAN.LEARNPersonalized Attention. Proven Results. 

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities endorses or was involved in the production of the program.*Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new students only. Not valid with any 
other offer.   HLC1898
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Make the next report card the best yet! 
If your child is having trouble keeping up in school 
or you think they need to sharpen their study skills, 
Huntington can help your student get on track right 
now. Since 1977, Huntington has helped students K-12 
improve their grades, test scores, and confi dence.

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES 
• Thorough academic evaluations 
• Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs
• Individualized instruction from highly certifi ed 

teachers

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills - Spelling 
Vocabulary - Phonics - Algebra - Geometry 
Trigonometry - Pre-Calculus - Calculus
Earth Science - Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP
SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - Advanced Placement (AP)
State Tests - HSPT - ISEE - SSAT - GED - ASVAB

Wildewood Shopping Center
23415 Three Notch Road, Suite 2021 • California, MD

240-256-3388

Personalized Attention. Proven Results.

1.800.CAN.LEARN

$50 OFF
AN ACADEMIC EVALUATION!*
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Loop-Loc Luxury Liners & Safety Covers, Filters,
REE QUOTE on Liner and Cover Installation!

FREE WATER ANALYSIS!

4501 Bonds Place, POMFRET, Md 20675
PHONE: 301-934-9524 • 301-870-3445
Off 301 - 6 miles from Waldorf
Off MD 299 - 7 miles from Indian Head Hwy • 5 miles North of LaPlata

29050 New Market Village Rd.
MECHANICSVILLE, Md 20659

PHONE: 301-884-8484
On Rt. 5 Across from ADF Bingo

2 Convenient
Locations

IT'S TIME TO ORDER YOUR COVER FOR FALL INSTALLATION!

Loop-Loc Luxury Liners & Safety Covers, Filters,
REE QUOTE on Liner and Cover Installation!

FREE WATER ANALYSIS!

4501 Bonds Place, POMFRET, Md 20675
PHONE: 301-934-9524 • 301-870-3445
Off 301 - 6 miles from Waldorf
Off MD 299 - 7 miles from Indian Head Hwy • 5 miles North of LaPlata

29050 New Market Village Rd.
MECHANICSVILLE, Md 20659

PHONE: 301-884-8484
On Rt. 5 Across from ADF Bingo

2 Convenient
Locations

IT'S TIME TO ORDER YOUR COVER FOR FALL INSTALLATION!
IT’S TIME TO ORDER YOUR LINER FOR SPRING INSTALLATION

IT’S TIME TO ORDER YOUR SPRING 
LINER INSTALLATION!
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

You can put more into 
your 401(k) this year

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC
Contributed by David McDonough
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones
Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301 997 1707

Once you retire, you’ll likely need to draw on a variety of financial sources — 
and one of the most important ones may be your 401(k). And for 2025, you 
can put even more money into your plan than ever.

You can invest in your 401(k) in one of two ways, depending on your 
employer’s plan. With a traditional 401(k), you contribute pre-tax dollars, 
which can lower your taxable income, and your money can grow tax deferred. 
If you have a Roth 401(k) option, you can contribute after-tax dollars, which 
aren’t deductible, but your eventual withdrawals will be tax-free if you’ve had 
your account at least five years and you’re at least 59½. 

For either a traditional or Roth 401(k), as well as similar plans such as a 
457(b) (for government employees) or a 403(b) (for educators and employ-
ees of some nonprofit groups), the contribution limit has increased by $500 
for 2025, to $23,500. If you’re 50 or older, you can contribute an additional 
$7,500, for a total of $31,000. And under the SECURE 2.0 legislation, if you 
are between 60 and 63, you have a higher catch-up contribution — $11,250, 
instead of $7,500, for a total of $34,750.

If you can afford to contribute the full amount to your 401(k) or similar 
plan, consider doing so. Of course, not everyone is in that position. If you’re a 
younger worker, you may well have other financial obligations, such as paying 
off student loans. And even if you’ve been in the workforce for a while, you 
may be putting away money for other things — such as your children’s edu-
cation — as well as your own retirement. But even if you can’t “max out” on 
your 401(k), try to contribute at least enough to earn your employer’s matching 
contribution, if one is offered. 

Regardless of how much you contribute to your 401(k), consider these sug-
gestions on managing the money within your plan: 

• Create a portfolio that fits your risk tolerance. Most 401(k) plans offer 
up to a dozen investment options, while some plans offer many more. 
You obviously want to increase your 401(k) balance as much as possible, 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean putting all your 401(k) dollars into the 
most aggressive funds available. Instead, consider spreading your 401(k) 
contributions among a range of investments, which can help you lower 
your risk level while still giving you opportunities for long-term growth. 
Everyone’s risk tolerance is different, though, so you’ll want to evaluate 
yours when constructing your 401(k) portfolio. 

• Adjust your portfolio as needed. It’s a good idea to review your 401(k)’s 
investment mix at least once a year to see if it’s performing as you’d 
hoped. But be patient — one “down” year doesn’t necessarily mean you 
must make changes. However, as you approach retirement, you may want 
to lower the risk level of your 401(k) by moving some of your dollars 
into more conservative vehicles. Still, even when you’re retired and have 
started drawing money from your 401(k), you might want to keep some 
growth potential in it to help you stay ahead of inflation.

By contributing what you can afford to your 401(k), and by carefully man-
aging the investments within your plan, you can help maximize the value of 
this powerful retirement savings vehicle — and give yourself a key asset to 
help you enjoy your retirement years. 

MANAGING 
ELEPHANTS

By Ronald N. Guy 
Contributing Writer

A young rookie quarterback commands the room. The hype doesn’t faze a tal-
ented freshman. One team ignores injuries and plays on; another appears unbur-
dened in its historical pursuit. A coach trudges on despite personal catastrophe. 
A college athlete achieves greatness despite a heart broken by a tragedy. And 
a massive mammal sits in a room unnoticed.

It’s a brain scramble. Where is this going? Does the writer even know (maybe?). 
A long time ago, I considered renaming this column “Burying the Lede”, an 
admission of a chronic tendency to break a basic rule of good writing (and 
hoping readers endure until you mercifully get to the point). I probably should 
have gone with it; oh well, another “View From The Bleachers” will have to do.

“He’s always the same.” My dad and I would inevitably say it at some 
point during every game last fall. Win or lose. No matter the flow of the game. 
Regardless of the success or adversity. Other than a little touchdown dance 
or brief primal scream after a big play, his facial expression was calm and his 
nonverbals were relaxed. Was he in an epic NFL struggle or having tea on an 
idyllic spring afternoon? That was the Jayden Daniels experience, Washington’s 
24-year-old rookie quarterback with the poise of a 10-year veteran.

I hate Duke basketball; my son loves it. I don’t know where I went wrong. But 
for the sake of our relationship, I watch Duke games with him. I must love him. 
Anyway, Cooper Flagg, the super-hyped, all-everything phenom who’s likely top 
overall pick in the 2025 NBA Draft, headlined another stellar Duke recruiting 
class last year. My adorable offspring told me all about him. Fueled by decades 
of obnoxious Duke hype, I was skeptical. And wrong. He scores, drops dimes, 
grabs boards, gives you a block and steal here and there. He’s good. Really good.

The Detroit Lions won a lot of games this year - fifteen to be exact. This 
despite their defense being ravaged by injury – an astonishing 13 defensive 
players on injured reserve by week 18. To quantify that reality, consider: the 
NFL roster limit is 53 with roughly 25 allocated for defense. Easy but brutal 
math for Detroit. Meanwhile, the Kansas City Chiefs carried the dual burden of 
being champions and attempting NFL history: an unprecedented third straight 
Super Bowl win. They shrugged at the pressure and ripped off 15 wins too. 

Unfortunately, it gets serious now. Lakers head coach J.J. Reddick lost his 
home in the California wildfires, a tragedy of unimaginable scope. He coached 
on. Jack Bech caught the winning touchdown and was named MVP in last 
weekend’s Senior Bowl; his brother was killed in the New Orleans vehicle 
attack on New Year’s Day. Broken hearts beat strong.

When there’s an elephant in the room, introduce it - sound life advice when-
ever there is a significant issue gnawing at a relationship or undermining a 
team. Hit it head on. Clear the air. Blissful ignorance is impossible and will 
only cause the situation to fester. So, embrace the elephant; give it center stage. 

Two very different types of elephants lurk in this piece. Let’s take the sports 
stuff first, where the giant mammals were ignored. Daniels, in all his youth 
and inexperience, could have been overwhelmed by the immediate franchise 
savior anointing. Flagg, too, would have been excused for blinking under the 
blinding light of Duke basketball and the hype around his arrival. Detroit and 
Kansas City both ignored their ready-made reasons for regression. Excuse 
elephants? Where?

As for Reddick and Bech, what can be said? They certainly aren’t ignoring 
their massive elephants. How could they? Both are dealing with awful, ines-
capable circumstances. Instead, they compartmentalized their tragic, giant 
guests. Sit there and don’t move, you beast. I have work to do; no interruption 
allowed. It’s an inspirational mental victory. 

In all, it left me rethinking the elephant analogy: when dealing with signif-
icant challenge – professional pressure, expectations or tragedy – sometimes 
the humans, buoyed by remarkable strength, are the illuminated giants, while 
the metaphorical beast is left cloaked in a dark corner, controlled and appro-
priately without introduction.

Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

COLUMNISTS
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Clara Morgan, 73

Clara Mae Morgan, 
73, of Leonardtown, 
MD joined her 
mother and family 
who preceded her in 
heaven on January 
31, 2025 at her home 
surrounded by her 
loving family. Clara 

was born on July 28, 1951 to the late Clara 
Rosetta and Charles M. Joy of Hollywood. 
She was the sibling of 11 brothers and sis-
ters; Charles Joy (Garnett), Robert Joy, John 
Joy (Elaine), James Joy, Larry Joy, Ronnie 
Joy, Connie Martin (Charlie), Patricia 
Joy, and Joseph “Eddie” Farrell (Tammy). 
Preceded in death are Joseph P. Joy and 
Virginia Ann Morgan. 

Clara married James “Rhodie” Morgan 
Sr. on July 14, 1967 at Sacred Heart Church 
located in Maddox, MD. From their union 
came the Joy of Clara’s life, her loving chil-
dren, James “Randy” Morgan Jr. (Tracy) 
of Leonardtown, MD, Gene “Chris” 
Morgan Sr. (Shannon) of St. Inigoes, MD, 
Jonathan “Glenn” Morgan (Cheryl) of 
California, MD, Gregory “Scotty” Morgan 
of Leonardtown, MD and Neal “Jason” 
Morgan of Mechanicsville, MD.

Clara was also blessed with nine 
Grandchildren; Ashley McConnell, Gene 
Morgan Jr., Maria Caccamise, Jacob 
Morgan, Bryan Morgan, Sarah Morgan, 
Destiny Morgan, Kaytlynn Morgan, and 
Daniel Morgan. Then additionally blessed 
with two Great-grandchildren, Autumn 
Harding and Riley McConnell.

Clara was a lifelong St. Mary’s County 
resident. Born in Leonardtown, MD and 
raised on a small farm, she learned the ways 
of the land by growing vegetables, planting 
flowers, and raising a family. She canned 
everything that she grew enabling her to 
provide for her family. Clara was a Chef 
in the kitchen, her famous potato and tuna 
salad was well known and greatly antici-
pated at every family event! Clara was an 
Artist, with the good earth as her canvas, she 
had that green thumb! She planted beautiful 
flowers that sprung forth with vibrant color 
that painted a picture for all to enjoy. Even 
if it made for some creative ways to weed 
around lol.

Clara was a financial wizard making 
what she had stretched to provide anything 
needed by her family. She was the nurse 
who tended cuts and scrapes, a round-the-
clock counselor and confidant listening to 
hopes and dreams, and then the shoulder 
when things didn’t go just right.

Clara served others her entire life, she did 
it endlessly and unselfishly, without hesita-
tion and always with great enthusiasm. This 

was Clara’s core-being, as she was a faithful 
servant of the Lord. Clara put Family first, 
and her efforts were given with every fiber 
of her being. 

Clara never complained, even in the worst 
of times, it was with utmost humility and 
determination she thrived, and she did it 
with unwavering strength. 

Clara’s dedication to serving those in 
need was to be her career. Clara was a 
skilled and successful Nursing Assistant 
for 30-years, providing endless devotion to 
the community of St. Mary’s County. Clara 
started her career at the St. Mary’s Nursing 
Home in Leonardtown, MD providing care 
and support to its patients. Clara then carried 
her skills onward to the Veterans Nursing 
home located at Charlotte Hall, MD, where 
she served those who served our country.

After retirement, Clara then pursued 
full-time her ultimate enjoyment, her fam-
ily. Clara was the extra hand to all and the 
reliable backup helping with her grandchil-
dren. She loved spending time with each 
one. Clara provided that much needed meal 
after a hard day’s work to keep you going, 
or made the fire in the wood stove to warm 
the room before you walked in.

Clara was the Mother to those without, 
providing the Love and Nurturing needed, 
and at the same time reminded you that 
Education and Hard Work was key to mak-
ing it within this world. She was there to 
remind you to do your homework, helped in 
getting those driver’s license, got you what-
ever was needed for that school project, and 
walked side-by-side, step-by-step with each 
grandchild towards that grand accomplish-
ment of Graduation.

Ultimately, it was the “Importance of 
Family” and “Loving with all your Heart” 
that was her “Definitive Happiness”. 

Pallbearers will be James “Randy” 
Morgan Jr., Gene “Chris” Morgan Sr., 
Jonathan “Glenn” Morgan, Neal “Jason” 
Morgan, Jacob Morgan, and Bryan Morgan.

Honorary Pallbearers will be Ashley 
McConnell, Gene Morgan Jr., Maria 
Caccamise, Sarah Morgan, Density Morgan, 
Kaytlynn Morgan, Daniel Morgan, Autumn 
Harding and Riley McConnell.

The family will receive friends on 
Monday, February 10, 2025 from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. with prayers at 6:00 p.m., at 
Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A., at 22955 
Hollywood Road, Leonardtown, MD 
20650. A funeral service will be held on 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the funeral home. Interment will follow 
at Charles Memorial Gardens, 26325 Point 
Lookout Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences to the family may be made 
at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

In RemembranceIn Remembrance
To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and 
picture to aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for 
publication on Thursdays. Any submissions received after this 
deadline may run in the following week’s edition.
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ANN CAREGIVERS LLC
personal care & hygiene | mobility & assistance

meals, laundry, & cleaning | appointments & errands

240-521-9555
AnnCaregiversLLC.com | AnnCaregiversLLC@gmail.com

In Home Care for Your Comfort and Needs
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Thu, Feb 6
Hands-Only CPR with American Red 
Cross

Northern Senior Activity Center
29655 Charlotte Hall Rd, Charlotte Hall
10 a.m. to 11a.m.
Cost: Free

Many people who survive a cardiac emer-
gency are helped by a bystander. Learning 
hands-only CPR (or compression-only 
CPR) will help you to deliver life-saving 
care until professional responders arrive. 
Staff from the American Red Cross will pro-
vide an informative presentation explaining 
the 8 simple steps needed for this technique.

Sat, Feb 8
RenFest SOMD Audtions

Lexington Park Volunteer Rescue Squad
45945 Buck Hewitt Rd., Great Mills
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Step back in time and legend to join King 
Arthur’s noble court or the rebellion against 
them, led by his estranged son, Mordred.

Auditions will consist of improv exer-
cises and light fight choreography. These 
are to gauge what acting and stage fighting 
levels at which everyone is starting. There 
will be a non-fighting role for everyone 
who wants one, and a melee fighting role 
for everyone who follows the safety param-
eters of fight practice.

Black History Month Open House

U.S. Colored Troops Interpretive Center
21675 S. Coral Dr., Lexington Park
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Come see the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) 
Medal of Honor recipient exhibits at the 
USCT Interpretive Center in the Lexington 
Manor Passive Park during a free open house 
for all ages in honor of Black History Month.

On the trail between the Lexington Manor 
Passive Park and John G. Lancaster Park, 
you can learn about the Civil War era in St. 
Mary’s County and the African American 
troops on interpretive panels that lead to the 
statue of the soldier. 

Inside the building, you can also learn 
about the local Medal of Honor recipients 
who served in the U.S. Colored Troops and 
fought for the Union during the American 

Civil War.
There is also an exhibit about the segre-

gated school system in the county, includ-
ing information about the Drayden African 
American Schoolhouse, which is open by 
appointment and on the first Saturday of 
the month, April through October (11:00 
a.m.—2:00 p.m.).

THIS EVENT IS FREE; donations 
accepted. Staff will be on hand to answer 
any questions.

SMTMD Contra Dance

Christ Episcopal Church Parish Hall
37497 Zach Fowler Rd., Chaptico
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The evening starts at 7 pm with a half hour 
beginner’s dance workshop followed by 
live music performed by the SOMD Open 
Band and dancing from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 
Check the website calendar for the lineup of 
dances and callers. Admission: $8 for mem-
bers; $12 for non-SMTMD members; chil-
dren 17 and under (when accompanied by 
a paying adult) and band members are free. 
*See website for rescheduled or canceled 
events. Info: smtmd2@gmail.com, www.
smtmd.org/new-events/

Sun, Feb 9
Super Bowl Sunday PIZZA Fundraiser 

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Rd., Hollywood
Noon to 4 p.m.

Pick up inside Social Hall. Fundraiser sup-
ports the Ladies Auxiliary of the Hollywood 
Fire Department. 

Cheese $10, pepperoni $12. Cash or check 
only. Cooked or uncooked pizzas available. 
Pre-orders strongly recommended.

Contact Debbie Flaherty @ 301-848-1683 
(Please text or leave message by 5 PM on 
02/07/25).

Mon, Feb 10
Red Cross Blood Drive

2nd District VFD & RS
45245 Drayden Rd., Valley Lee
1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information, or to schedule your 
life saving donation, call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org/ 
to download the blood donor app.
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27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

50,000 
REASONS

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Advertise with the County Times and 

reach up to 50,000 potential customers 
in print & online each week. 

Call us at 301-373-4125 to learn more.

The County Times is hiring 
Marketing Representatives.

Get out from behind a desk • Connect with local 
business owners • Determine your own income

Send your resume and let’s talk!
Email aldailey@countytimes.net

Looking for a 
career, not just 

another job?

Cold Spring Structures
301-884-SHED (7433)

Shop and O�  ce: 26888 Mary Dixon Rd. | Mechanicsville

Locally owned, built, and sold!
Jay Brubacker, Builder/Retailer

Quality Storage Sheds and Garages
“FOR ALL 

YOUR STUFF!”

Self-Service Display: 23710 N. Patuxent Beach Rd. | California
By the Solomons bridge (St. Mary’s side)
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Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

CALENDARS

Publisher Thomas McKay
Associate Publisher Eric McKay

General Manager
Al Dailey aldailey@countytimes.net

Advertising
Jen Stotler jen@countytimes.net
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Dick Myers dickmyers@countytimes.net
Guy Leonard guyleonard@countytimes.net

Contributing Writers
Tim Flaherty, Ron Guy, Ken Lamb,  
Shelby Opperman, Dave Spigler P. O. Box 250 • Hollywood, MD 20636

County TimesCounty Times

The County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the residents of St. Mary’s 
and Calvert County. The County Times will be available on newsstands every Thursday. The paper is 
published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, which is responsible for the form, content, and 
policies of the newspaper. The County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product 
or service in its news coverage.

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the writer’s full 
name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 4 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. After that deadline, the County Times will 
make every attempt possible to publish late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/
edited for clarity, although care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copyright in material 
submitted to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the County Times 
and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We are unable to acknowledge 
receipt of letters. The County Times cannot guarantee that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be pub-
lished, due to time or space constraints.

Thu, Feb 6 
Awful Artworks: Poor-traits

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6-7 p.m.

Let your creativity flow without worrying 
about an end product! This Awful Artworks 
will be all about creating portraits! Join us 
for an exploration of art in all its forms! We 
will provide the art materials (if you have 
art supplies gathering dust, bring them to 
share), you provide the creativity. Each piece 
created will have a tag with the name of the 
art, the artist, and a brief description of the 
piece. All art will have the opportunity to 
be displayed in the library. 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Fri, Feb 7
First Fossil Friday!

Calvert Marine Museum
1-4:30 p.m. 

Fossil hunters, bring your fossil finds from 
Calvert Cliffs or other local areas to be 
identified! This service is provided for free; 
however, admission fees apply for access to 
CMM exhibits. 

Sat, Feb 8
Pop-in with Poppie

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30-2:30 p.m.

Make your Saturday afternoon memorable 
by coming to visit with our very own Pop 
Star “Poppie,” our Virginia opossum. You 
can join the Poppie paparazzi in the museum 
lobby with one of our educational interpret-
ers, learn all kinds of fun possum facts, and 
visit the Museum Store for possum fan gear. 
Since the welfare of our animals is our pri-
mary concern, Poppie’s ability to visit with 
her adoring public may occasionally be sub-
ject to change on short notice. Included with 
museum admission.

Sun, Feb 9
Southern Maryland Bluegrass

Calvert Elks Lodge
1015 Dares Beach Rd., Prince Frederick
2 p.m.

The most widely admired and most influ-
ential Bluegrass recording artist, Lonesome 
River Band returns once again and will 
headline the 5th concert in the Southern 
Maryland Bluegrass series at the Elks. 
Tickets are available at the door. Although 
not required, if you prefer to pay in advance 
you may do so by going to www.somdblue-
grass.com or call 301-737-3004. 

Creature Feature

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15-11:15 a.m.

Come to the museum for the Monthly 
Mystery Creature Feature. Every second 
Sunday of the month, the CMM Education 
Team will feature an animal in the museum 
lobby that is not normally on display. Learn 
about a new animal and discover the won-
derful variety of the creatures found in our 
local estuaries. Take-home educational col-
oring pages will be available! Included with 
museum admission.

Bayside History Winter Lectures

North Beach Town Hall
1-2 p.m.

Learn about local history and more from 
local experts. Co-sponsored by Calvert 
Library, Bayside History Museum and John 
Hanson Chapter NSDAR. The Future of 
Space by Colonel Frederick Gregory (Ret.) 
Discover the future of space exploration 
with renowned astronaut Colonel Frederick 
Gregory. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Beyond the Displays: Artifact Stories

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30-2:30 p.m.

Join Lori for an insightful exploration of 
the museum’s artifacts, uncovering their ori-

gins and significance. Discover the history 
behind the emblem from a paddle wheel 
boat, the tools found in the blacksmith shop, 
and the Gov. R. M. McLane name board. 
Hear captivating stories about WWII’s 
impact on the Solomons community and 
uncover hidden pictures within the museum 
murals. It’s a unique opportunity to delve 
into local history and see these artifacts in a 
new light. Learn something new every tour. 
Included with museum admission. 

Mon, Feb 10
Book Discussion

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us this month to discuss How to Read 
a Book by Monica Wood. The book is 
also available on Hoopla. 410-257-2411.  
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Feb 12
Tarot Study Group: Drop-In Program

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
6-7:30 p.m.

Come learn and practice tarot as a creative 
tool, for self-reflection, introspection, med-
itation, thoughtfulness, or as a fun hobby. 
410-326-5289. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Job Seeker Resources

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Maryland Department of Labor, Veterans 
Program, Senior Community Service 
Employment and Job Service representatives 
will be in person to meet with those seeking 
employment or career change. Walk-ins wel-
come on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of every month. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-
1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Chess Club

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
5-6 p.m.

Enjoy playing chess? Looking to sharpen 
your chess skills? Come drop in and chal-
lenge new opponents! All skill levels and 
ages are welcome. Please bring a chess 
board along if you own one. 410-326-5289. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info  

Thu, Feb 13
Sea Squirts

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 & 11:15 a.m.

This month’s theme is Food Chain. Children 
18 months to 3 years, with an adult, are 
invited to discover the museum together 
through music, stories, and special activi-
ties. Join us for story time and a craft, avail-
able while supplies last. Sessions are 25-40 
minutes. Cost is free with museum admis-
sion. Sign up at the Admissions Desk when 
you arrive. 

Upcoming
Universal Coprolite Day

Calvert Marine Museum
Monday, Feb. 17
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Join us for the fourth annual celebration of 
fossilized poop, otherwise known as cop-
rolites. Stations featuring fossilized feces 
and the stories they tell will be dispersed 
through our galleries. The event will also 
feature coprolites in the making…modern 
feces, some with a twist and even a chance 
to get an up-close look at dung beetles. 
Included with museum admission.
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) on Feb. 4 began 
their deeper duce into department pro-
posed capital budgets with a look at the 
Department of Public Works (DPW).

Acting Capital and Grants Management 
Specialist Danielle Russell, told the BOCC, 
‘‘The Enterprise Fund’s FY 2026 request 
is $18,097,607, a six percent reduction 
from the forecasted FY 2026 request in the 
approved FY 2025 capital budget. Public 
Facilities, which includes the Calvert 
Marine Museum, requests $8,571,770, a 
293 percent increase from the forecasted 
FY 2026 request in the approved FY 2025 
capital budget. DPW—Transportation has 
an FY 2026 request of $18,210,000. This 
is a 56 percent increase from the forecasted 
FY 2026 request in the approved FY 2025 
capital budget.’’

The commissioners discussed the various 
projects with DPW Director JR Cosgrove 
and members of his department, but did not 
indicate any major disagreement with any 
part of his FY 26 or six-year plans.

The sewer and wastewater projects in the 
FY 26 plan are:

• Solomons WWTP ENR Upgrade: 
$5,924,607.00

• Sewer Collection System Rehabilita-
tion: $1,000,0000

• Solomons WWTP Septage Receiving 
Upgrade: $1,000,000.

• Water and Sewer Maintenance Build-
ing: $500,000.

• Countywide Pump Station Infrastruc-
ture: $300,000.

• NEW - Tobacco Ridge WWTP 
Improvements: $240,000.

• NEW - Marley Run WWP Improve-
ments: $95,000. 

The water projects are:
• CH/DB Water Dist Repl: $5,150,000.
• Back Creek Water Loop: $.400,000.
• Small Water Main Urgent Replace-

ments: $250,000.
• Cavalier Country Water Distribution 

System Replacement: $100,000
• Water Station Improvements: 

$100,000.
• Shores of Calvert Distribution Replace-

ment: $50,000.
The solid waste and recycling projects are:
• Barstow Convenience Center: 

$1,000,000.
• Ball Road Convenience Center: 

$750,000. 
•  NEW - Appeal Landfill Service Areas 

Paving: $500,000. 
• NEW - Stationary Compactors at Mt. 

Hope Customer Convenience Center:  
$264,000.

• NEW - Stationary Compactors 
Replacement at Appeal Customer Con-
venience Center:  $264,000.

• Lusby Conv Center Relocation: 
$150,000.

• NEW - Plum Point Customer Con-
venience Center Drainage System 
Improvements $60,000.

The Public Facilities projects are:
• NEW - CMM Boat Shed Replacement: 

$2,600,000.

• Armory Site Development: $2,000,000.
• ADA Transition Plan: $1,000,000.
• County Courthouse Renovations & 

Upgrades: $750,000.
• (87 Main Street) Resource Hub:  

$600,000.
• Solomons Boardwalk/Causeway: 

$500,000.
• Election Board Expansion: $270,000.
• 110 Main Street/Public Safety Facility: 

$150,000.
• Skipjack Road Building B: $120,000.
• Kings Landing Park:    $85,000.
• Calvert Marine Museum HVAC 

Replacement: $50,000.
• Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 

HVAC Replacement: $50,000.
The Calvert Marine Museum projects are: 
• CMM Land Acquisition: $950,000. 
• CMM Storage Building: $650,000.
• CMM Paleontology Center  - $500,000.
• CMM Security Upgrades: $500,000.
• Cove Point Lighthouse: $255,000.
• CMM Maritime Hall Exhibit: $226,770.
• Fabrication: $100,000.
• CMM Otter Exhibit Renovation: 

$100,000.
The transportation projects are:
• Countywide Paving: $10,000,000.
• Barstow Salt Barn (should be “Barstow 

Laydown Yard”): $1,600,000.
• Sidewalk Program: $1,600,000.
• Storm Drainage Projects: $1,100,000.
• Transportation Safety Projects: 

$1,100,000.
•  Maryland NPDES MS4: $1,010,000.
•  Stephen Reid Road: $500,000.
•  Warren Drive Bridge and Dam Main-

tenance Repairs: $500,000.
•  Mill Branch Road Culvert: $300,000.
•   Breezy Roundabout: $150,000.
•  Stormwater Management “Repairs”:  

$100,000.
• Walton Road: $75,000.00
• Countywide Right-of-Way Acquisi-

tion: $50,000.
During the meeting the commissioners 

did ask that in future capital presentations 
that departments prioritize their projects.

The county is seeking input on the capital 
budget process at https://calvertcountymd.
gov/CIPquestions questions and comments

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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DPW Director JR Cosgrove

Chesapeake Beach Officials Meet with County
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The new mayor, two council members and 
the new town administrator of Chesapeake 
Beach met with the Calvert County Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) at their 
Feb. 4 meeting.

Mayor Bruce Wahl told the commis-
sioners, “We’re still getting our feet on 
the ground. Our very first meeting was in 
December. And the previous administration 
just kind of packed up and left and really 
didn’t provide us with much information 
as they went out the door. So, we’re piecing 
things together.”

Councilwoman Laura Blackwelder said, 
“I have been involved with Chesapeake 
Beach for about seven years now. I was on 
the planning and zoning commission. I led 
a lot of the efforts in the comprehensive 
plan that have to do with biking and , trail 
projects.”

 Blackwelder added, “I think that 
Chesapeake Beach can be a really cool 

cornerstone for Calvert County and really 
the whole region. Its history is as a recre-
ational destination. I feel very strongly that it 
should stay like that. So, when I’m asking the 
county commissioners for things, it’s to put 
us in your program open space program or 
to put us in your transportation trail projects. 
I would really like to get bones in place to 
make Chesapeake Beach a really special des-
tination. That’s going to help our businesses, 
that’s going to help the quality of life for our 
residents and the greater county residents.”

Council member Anthony Greene said, ‘I 
work for the health department. I’ve done 
a lot of good work with you guys in the 
past, especially through economic devel-
opment with the many different events that 
I do throughout the county.”

Greene added, “Right now with the coun-
cil, I’m more of a goal-oriented person. Very 
actionable items. What is the problem? What 
is the solution? How do we get it done? So, 
you won’t get a lot of talk out of me.”

He observed, “I am definitely here to 
bring some balance to the council, make 

sure we show empathy to our people, make 
sure that we’re making sure everybody is 
taken care of across all of the cultures or 
financial backgrounds and things like that.”

New Town Administrator Samelia 
Okpudo explained, ‘I’ve run a state office, 
the State Office of Service and Volunteerism 
under both governors, Hogan and Moore. 
And then I went into a private consulting. 
And so, I was able to continue working with 
governments, specifically the governor of 
New Jersey’s office as they were working 
to establish a mental health corps. So, I have 
lots of experience at state and federal lev-
els, both running offices and administering 
grant programs. This is my first foray into 
municipal government.”

 Okpudo added, “My focus is really 
around harmony and efficiency. So, I want 
to make things as efficient as possible so that 
the residents of Chesapeake Beach can focus 
on living the fullness of their lives and not 
have to be focused on bureaucracy or red 
tape or anything like that.”

Wahl talked about his career in broad-

casting and his previous time on the town 
council and as mayor. He said, “We want to 
rebuild the relationship. We want to have a 
great relationship with the Board of County 
Commissioners.” 

He quipped, “We’ll issue a special pass-
port for you. We might even send somebody 
down to pick you up.”

Wahl gave the commissioners an update 
on the status of the waterpark. He said, “The 
waterpark was closed last season. And it will 
be closed again this season, even though I 
made a campaign pledge to get it reopened. 
But then what? I had no access to the town 
employees or the town government. Once 
I did, I realized that it’s just not feasible to 
get it reopened this year. There’s too much 
work to do. But we are going to restore it. 
We’re not going to replace it. And the plan 
now, unless we hit another roadblock, is to 
open it next year.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Commissioners Review Public Works Capital 
Projects
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TO SEE YOUR AD IN THE COUNTY TIMES, 
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State Hits County with $2.3 Million Bill for 
Health Department
Hart Calls Move ‘Un-American’
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The Calvert County Health Department 
is caught in a fiscal crisis as the state has 
reduced its funding to the county and at least 
one commissioner is reluctant to make up 
the difference.

Director of Community Resources 
Director Jennifer Moreland set the stage for 
the dilemma in a memo to the commission-
ers: “Each county in the State of Maryland 
has a unique match requirement for CORE 
funding allocated to their local health 
departments, a mandate that has been leg-
islatively in place since 1995. The formula 
determining the county and state contribu-
tion percentages is based on the equalized 
assessed value of real and personal property 
subject to local taxation, designed to reflect 
a county’s ability to fund health services. 
The base funding level established in 1995 
aimed to ensure local health department 
funding following significant cuts in the 
1990s. CORE funding is intended to pro-
vide annual adjustments through a percent-
age increase tied to a combination of the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and population 
growth. However, there were many years 
when no adjustments were made because 
they were not considered mandatory. In fact, 
some years saw cuts to health department 
funding, even in the face of inflation.

“Calvert County’s funding match per-
centage, which has remained consistent 
since 2006, is 66.628 percent, with the state 
covering 33.372 percent. Calvert County 

has the third-highest match percentage, 
trailing Montgomery (75.164 percent) and 
Worcester (73.271 percent). In comparison, 
Southern Maryland neighbors St. Mary’s 
County and Charles County have signifi-
cantly lower match percentages, at 35.646 
and 47.132 percent, respectively (Fiscal 
Year 2025 figures),”

Moreland went to report, “In Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2024, the state resumed applying 
annual adjustments for the CPI and pop-
ulation growth. However, because these 
changes were approved after local budgets 
had already been established, the State pro-
vided a one-year grace period for imple-
mentation. In FY 2025, the state has been 
working on adjustments due to funding cuts, 
which significantly delayed the delivery of 
CORE match paperwork to Calvert County.”

She said, “Calvert County provides 
$4,527,078 in funding and in-kind support 
to the health department, but the state has 
only approved $3,464,948 to qualify as 
CORE funding. Additionally, the state will 
not cover the costs of behavioral health ser-
vices or Safe Harbor shelter funding.”

So, she informed the BOOC, “For FY 
2025, the State is requiring a $5,824,152 
county match for CORE funding. As such, 
the Board of County Commissioners 
approved budget is short $2,359,204 in 
CORE funding to the Calvert County 
Health Department.”

Commissioner Mike Hart was incensed. 
“Why are we so special? Seems like from 
the state all the time, they think there’s noth-
ing but millionaires running around here. 

Everybody’s required the same services 
under Maryland law, but for some reason 
Calvert County has to pay more.”

County Administrator Mark Willis was 
equally incensed. He said he thought the 
agreement was that the extra charge would 
be waived for the current fiscal year and 
now it was being assessed in the middle of 
the year.

Hart said, “To make the level of income 
that they need to do so our folks get in a car 
or bus or whatever, go an hour, hour and a 
half, two hours, work your job, come back 
and get penalized because they are trying 
to provide a better life for the family. I’ve 
never understood that.”

“There’s no choice. You’ve got to do it,” 
said Commissioner President Buddy Hance.

Hart said of the threat to cut services if 
the county doesn’t pony up the money, “If 
that is the case, then my vote is then tell 
them do it because go ahead and prove that 
you’re going to treat us differently than the 
other jurisdictions out here. It’s like when 
somebody wrongs you and you don’t say 
anything. I get accused having small man’s 
disease. Well, absolutely, because if you let 
somebody walk on you and you don’t say 
anything, they keep doing it.”

“I work hard and I push myself better 
and I strive to do the other things. And I’m 
penalized for being successful. That is as 
un-American as it gets,” Hart intoned,.

Commissioner Catherine Grasso told Hart, 
“This is going to be a horrible year for the 
state of Maryland. There’s a shortfall [of $3] 
billion dollars. I think he’s [Gov. Wes Moore] 

trying to account for $2 billion and there’s 
going to be a billion-dollar shortfall. And he 
will say, ‘Hey, I got rid of $2 billion; $1 bil-
lion, we’re all in this together. Suck it up.”

Hance predicted, ‘We don’t agree to give 
them this money, they’re not going to give 
them another dime. They’re going to close 
the health department.”

The conversation drifted to what ser-
vices will be provided if the county does 
give the money. Based on a motion from 
Commissioner Mark Cox, health depart-
ment officials will come back on Feb. 13 
with answers to that question. Then a public 
hearing will be held on Feb. 25.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Deputy Injured 
After Motor Vehicle 
Collision
Units from the Calvert County Sheriff’s 
Office Patrol Bureau responded on Feb. 3 
at approximately 6:13 p.m, to assist Calvert 
County Fire Services with a structure fire in 
the 1400 block of North Solomons Island 
Road in Huntingtown. Fire Department 
personnel requested assistance to close the 
northbound lanes of Solomons Island Road 
to facilitate emergency operations.

Deputy Gavin Shuart established the 
road closure at the intersection of North 
Solomons Island Road and Buckler Road, 
utilizing his agency-issued, marked 2020 
Ford Utility SUV with emergency equip-
ment activated. During the road closure, a 
2021 Toyota RAV4 operated by Fred Carter, 
87 of Owings, was traveling northbound 
on Solomons Island Road when it collided 
with the marked Sheriff’s Office vehicle 
occupied by Deputy Shuart. The cause of 
the collision remains under investigation.

Calvert County Emergency Medical 

Services, along with fire and law enforce-
ment personnel, responded to the scene to 
provide medical care. Due to the severity 
of injuries, Deputy Shuart was transported 
by Maryland State Police Trooper 7 to a 
local Trauma Center, where he is listed in 
critical but stable condition.

Carter was transported by ground to 
Capital Region Medical Center and is also 
listed in critical but stable condition.

The Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
Crash Reconstruction Team responded to 
the scene to investigate the incident. Master 
Deputy First Class Jeffrey Hardesty is lead-
ing the investigation.

Anyone with information regarding 
the collision is asked to contact M/DFC 
Hardesty at 410 535-2800 or via email at 
Jeffrey.Hardesty@calvertcountymd.gov.

Press Release from CCSO.

Commissioner Mike Hart

St. Mary’s Man 
Sentenced for 
Manslaughter
On February 3, 2025, Joshua Walter 
Messick, 36, of Lexington Park, was sen-
tenced in the Circuit Court for Calvert 
County, to 10 years incarceration, with 1 
year of active time, followed by 3 years 
of supervised probation, for the crime of 
involuntary manslaughter. The sentence 
was imposed by the Honorable Mark W. 
Carmean.

In 2024, Messick was working as a 
security guard at CalvertHealth Medical 
Center in Prince Frederick when he was 

called upon to escort the victim from the 
lobby. Once outside the building, Messick 
shoved the victim to the ground, causing 
him to hit his head on the pavement. The 
victim sustained a brain injury and died.

Messick was convicted by a jury in 
August 2024. The case was prosecuted 
by Senior Assistant State’s Attorney 
Christopher J. Monte.

Press Release from Calvert County 
State’s Attorney.
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ANN CAREGIVERS LLC
personal care & hygiene | mobility & assistance

meals, laundry, & cleaning | appointments & errands

240-521-9555
AnnCaregiversLLC.com | AnnCaregiversLLC@gmail.com
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Former 
Commissioner, Mayor 
Passes Away

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Mark Frazer, who served two terms as 
Calvert County Commissioner, including 
a stint as its president, and four terms as 
Mayor of North Beach, passed away Feb. 
4 at the age of 83. He was a retired dentist.

The Town of North Beach, in a posting, 
said, ‘‘It is with great sadness that the Town 
announces the passing of Mayor Mark R. 
Frazer earlier today. Mayor Frazer dedicated 
16 years of his life to serving our town and 
was a well-known and beloved figure in our 
community. His leadership, commitment, 
and compassion touched countless lives, and 
his legacy will live on in the work he did 
for all of us. Please take a moment today to 
reflect on his legacy and keep his family and 
loved ones in your thoughts.’’

Chesapeake Beach Mayor Bruce Wahl 

announced Frazier’s passing during the Feb. 
4 county commissioner meeting.

Frazer graduated from Georgetown 
University School of Dentistry and fol-
lowing a three-year tour of duty in the U.S. 
Air Force, started his practice of general 
dentistry in Prince Frederick. In 1979, he 
was appointed to a six-year term on the 
Maryland State Board of Dental Examiners 
and served as its president for one year. He 
earned his Fellowship in the Academy of 
General Dentistry and had been elected a 
Fellow of the American College of Dentist.

He was first elected county commis-
sioner in 1986 and mayor in 1998. He was 
a Republican. When he was first elected 
Democrats dominated local politics.

As of press deadline, funeral arrange-
ments had not yet been announced.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Mark Frazier

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel has apparently been abandoned 
for 180 days on the property of: Karen Brant, 3067 Lighthouse Blvd., Lusby, MD. 
(410) 231-9020. The vessel is described as: 

Registration# MD 3157E
Hull# PIOLD257D494
Builder: Sea Pro
Length: 17 feet
Color: White

Application for title will be made in accordance with Section 8-722 of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article if this vessel is not 
claimed and removed from the above property within 30 days of this notice.

Legal Notice
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County Mourns Loss of Three Plane-
Helicopter Crash Victims
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

“Last week was pretty tough on Calvert 
County,” said Commissioner President 
Buddy Hance during a somber meeting on 
Feb.4. He was reflecting on the loss of nine 
Southern Marylanders on the night of Jan. 
29 in the Potomac River after the collision 
of American Airlines Flight 5342 with a 
U.S. Army Blackhawk helicopter while the 
airplane was approaching Reagan National 
Airport in Washington.

Three were from Calvert County. The 
nine were Andrew Eaves of Great Mills, 
Alexander Huffman of Leonardtown, Jesse 
Pitcher of Lusby, Charles McDaniel of 
Port Republic, Jonathan Boyd of Welcome, 
Michael Stovall of Accokeek, Robert 
Prewitt of Calvert County, Steve Johnson of 
Waldorf, and Thomas Clagett of Newburg.

Seven, including Pitcher and McDaniel, 
were part of a hunting party that traveled to 
Kansas to hunt ducks and geese, according 
to the Kansas City Star newspaper.

Prewitt’s daughter reported thar he was 
on a business trip to Kansas City. Prewitt, 
44, was a construction supervisor for The 
Industrial Company.

Prewitt’s obituary from Rausch Funeral 
Home said he was “rushing back to what 
mattered most to him – his family. He was 
a devoted husband, loving father, amazing 
son and the best brother who would always 
put his family first and be there when it mat-
tered most.”

The obituary said, “Robert is survived 
by his wife Belinda Prewitt; his children, 
Dalton, Dylan, Aubrie, Daisie and Dalila; 
his parents, Paula and Marshall Hephner, 
Ronald Craven; his brothers Raymond 
Fields, Patrick Hephner, Eric and Jack 
Craven; his sister Laurie-Ann Wyse; his 
grandmother, Beverly Dorsey; and his 
extended family.

“Robert was known for his endless sto-
ries, charming ways and unwavering ded-
ication to his work. Robert’s adventurous 
nature led him to embrace life and he would 
always end up making the most unlikely of 
friends. His travels often lead to the crazi-
est and funniest stories and no matter how 
many times he told them they never got old 
but sure did get better. To know Rob was 
a blessing. He was a true friend who was 
always prepared at a moment’s notice to 
take a trip to anyone in need. Robert brought 
light into the lives of those around him. 
He had a sense of humor that couldn’t be 
matched which made him a joy to be around 
and a source of comfort in difficult times.

“Robert took great pride in his work as 
an ironworker, but his love for his family 
always came first, and he cherished them 
above all else. Fishing and watching college 
football were his favorite family activities. 
Although our hearts are heavy Robert will 
continue to live on in our hearts and memo-
ries. Through our tears and memories we see 
the blessing of knowing and loving him; a 
loving husband, father, son, brother and the 
most devoted friend.

“Robert had an affection for life and a 
rooted understanding of what was truly 

important – a life of simplicity surrounded 
by those he loved.

“The funeral service will be held 3 
o’clock, Sunday, February 9th at Shives 
Funeral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, 
7600 Trenholm Road Ext., Columbia, SC 
29223. Visitation will precede the service 
at the funeral home beginning at 2 o’clock. 
Burial will follow in Jackson Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

“Memorial service for Maryland friends 
will be held on February 11th at 6pm at 
Southern Calvert Baptist Church, 12140 HG 
Truman Road Lusby, MD 20657.”

Pitcher, 30, graduated from Patuxent 
High School, was recently married and had 
started his own business, 

The New York Times quoted Pitcher’s 
father Jameson as saying, “He said he’d see 
me when he got back.”

Four of those lost in the crash were 
members of Local 602 of the Steamfitters 
Union. On their website they posted, “Now, 
the best way we can honor them is by com-
ing together to support their families in 
every way possible. If you would like to 
offer financial assistance, please consider 
donating to: https://ua.org/about-the-ua/
charitable-trust/”

McDaniel’s visitation will be held at 
Rausch Funeral Home, 4405 Broomes 
Island Road, Port Republic, MD 20676 
on Thursday Feb. 6. Viewing times will 
be 2-4pm (family) and open to the public 
6-9pm.

Services will be the following day 
Friday, Feb. 7 at New Life Church Prince 
Frederick, 3170 German Chapel Road, 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. Parking will be at Calvert County 
Fairgrounds, 140 Calvert Fair Drive, Prince 
Frederick, MD 20678 and a shuttle will be 
provided directly to the Services.

Private burial will follow directly after at 
Chesapeake Highlands Memorial Gardens 
3270 Broomes Island Road Port Republic, 
MD 20676.

Everyone is invited to the Celebration 
of Life Reception following the services 
at church. This will be held at Dunkirk 
Firehouse, 3170 West Ward Road, Dunkirk, 
MD 20754. Please feel free to BYOB.

The Rausch Funeral Home obituary said 

Charles “Charlie” (AKA CMac) McDaniel, 
was “an amazing husband, father, son and 
friend.”

It went on to say, “Charlie was born and 
raised in Calvert County. Charlie was a self-
made man who loved his family, friends, the 
outdoors and sports. In particular, softball 
was one of the greatest passions of his life. 
Through this sport he met his wife, coached 
his children and connected and developed 
long-lasting relationships with many in the 
community.

“Charlie began his career joining the local 
602 union right out of high school. He began 
as a welder and then turned his attention to 
chillers and installs. He worked in the field 
for fifteen years and spent the last eight years 
in different roles, including Project Manager, 
Service Manager, Business Development 
and Director of Service Operations. He cur-
rently holds Maryland and Virginia Master 
HVAC Licenses. He had recently been with 
American Mechanical Services (AMS) for 4 
years before becoming the general manager.

“Charlie is survived by his loving wife 
Heather and his four children Charlie Jr., 
Madison, Mariah and Wyatt. He is also sur-
vived by his parents, Carole and Tim Modlin 
and his grandmother Ella Irene McDaniel. 
Son-in-law to Becky and Andy Sievert, 
Brother of Christina Close (Anthony), 
Brother-in-law to Rachel Travis (Stevie), 
Alayna Sievert and Glenn Williams and 
Grandmother Bonnie Jean Turner. Uncle 
to Alyssa, Izzie, Anthony, Aubrey, Charlee, 
Cailynn, Trinity, Trenton and Brock. 
Lifelong friends Keith and Serenity Helwig, 
Rusty (Chop) and Jessica Helwig (Fab 6). 
Charlie was also a beloved coach, friend, 
co-worker, mentor, and family to many.

“In lieu of flowers, Charlie would be 
extremely pleased to continue his contribu-
tions to the following.

Sweet Bay Magnolia via Chesapeake 
Charities. Sweet Bay Magnolia is a non-
profit that works together with multiple pro-
grams to provide services to children with 
Autism. It was a program that was near and 
dear to Charlie’s heart.

www.chesapeakecharities.org
101 Log Canoe Circle, Suite “O”
Stevensville, MD 21666
OR

New Life Church (Prince Frederick)
www.mynlc.org
3170 German Chapel Road
Prince Frederick, MD 20678
At the commissioner meeting the passing 

was noted of former county commissioner 
and North Beach Mayor Mark Frazier, busi-
nessperson and philanthropist Michael King 
and firefighter and super volunteer James 
D’Amico, Sr.There are numerous fundrais-
ers available to offer support to their fami-
lies in their time of need.

• Hunt Club GoFundMe for the 7 
Southern Maryland Families 
https://gofund.me/83c147dc

• SOMD Strong Merchandise 
https://calvertyardcards.com/pro.../
somd-strong-merchandise/

• GoFundMe for the Stovall Family 
https://gofund.me/d252ccc3

• Meal Train for the Prewitt Family 
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/
yrmzkm

• GoFundMe for the Prewitt Family 
https://gofund.me/87f84839

• Meal Train for the Clagett Girls 
https://mealtrain.com/ddql1l

• GoFundMe for the Clagett Family 
https://gofund.me/6ab181a4

• Meal Train for the McDaniel Family 
https://mealtrain.com/178273

• GoFundMe for Reed (Kristie Baxter) 
https://gofund.me/b5104461

• GoFundMe for the Boyd Family 
https://gofund.me/53c477d4

• GoFundMe for the Johnson Family 
https://gofund.me/9660e90d

• GoFundMe for the Huffman Family 
https://gofund.me/bdd819f7

• UA Trust from Steamfitters 602 
https://ua.org/about-the-ua/
charitable-trust/

• Huntin’ with Jacob Gun Raffle to 
benefit the 7 Families 
https://huntinwithjacob.com/product/
montefeltro-shotgun/

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Reporter Guy Leonard also contributed to 
this article: guyleonard@countytimes.net

Robert PrewittCharles McDanielJesse Pitcher
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Excited to be more 
active and fun for her.

Hasn’t seen Mom smile 
this much in years.

Transform Your Life in 2025. 
Get Started Today!

Become Your Best Self
Making a resolution is easy. 
Keeping it? That’s where we’re here to help.

The expert team with CalverHealth’s Surgical and
Non-Surgical Weight Management program empowers
you to make 2025 your year - the year you become the 
active, vibrant person you know you can be! 

Now Treating Patients in Prince Frederick and Waldorf!
• 

•

• 

CalvertHealthMedicine.org/Transform

Personalized 
Plans for

Every Patient 
Our team will work with you to 

design a personalized plan 
that may include:

Lifestyle Guidance: Sustainable 
habits for long-term success

 Dietary Support: Nutritional 
advice to fuel your journey

Medical Solutions: Weight-loss 
medications to jump-start 

your transformation

• Bariatric Surgery: Robotic-assisted
advanced laparoscopic procedures
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