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“Sue Ann has the toughness needed to do “Sue Ann has 33 years of effective
¢ the job as Circuit Court judge. She will courtroom experience. She is a leader with
be a fair judge. She is someone you know, . deep roots in St. Mary’s County, and she
1 and someone you trust.” will be my choice for Circuit Court judge.”

— RETIRED SHERIFF TiMm CAMERON — DEL. ToDD B. MORGAN

. U o - .
“Sue Ann has fought the good fight in this
community for decades. She is rooted,
connected, and focused on our needs. She
has my vote, and hopefully yours too.”

— GWEN BANKINS,
CoMMUNITY LEADER

“Sue Ann has a proven track record of
integrity and character in the courtroom
and in the community. These attributes
make her a great leader and judge for St.
Mary’s County.”

— STATE SEN. JACK BAILEY

L “Sue Ann has a reputation for fairness. I'm
N voting for her, and I hope you will too.”

- RanDY Guy,
PRESIDENT OF THE ST. MARY'’S
CounTY COMMISSIONERS

“Sue Ann has the kind of forward thinking
we need. I will be voting for her as our next
judge, and I hope you will, too.”

. — FORMER DEL. JOHN BOHANAN

" T .

Sue Ann

ARMITAGE
for JUDGE

Join Sue Ann for Breakfast and Ballots! Stay tuned for more details about Sue Ann’s

Saturday, May 4 « 8:30-11:30am Campaign Finale, featuring St. Mary’s own
Lundeburg School of Seamanship Robbie Boothe! Saturday, May 11, 2024, at
45353 St. George Ave. ¢ Piney Point Stoney’s Clarke’s Landing in Hollywood

By Authority of Friends of Sue Ann Armitage, Eric Sweeney, Treasurer
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St. Mary’s County Board of Education, District 2

“] NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE WORKING ON
BEHALF OF OUR CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY.”

Find me on Facebook: @CathyAllen2016

CENTER PULLOUT ON THE COVER : o
School board, judge candidates talk on the Early voting runs from May 2 through May 9 By authority Cathy Allen, Candidate; Bradford J. Allen, Treasurer
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$25K REDUCTION! 1 GIVE US A CALL.

MOTIVATED SELLER! 2 YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID.
GREAT OPPORTUNITY! ol

1st floor office condo for professional use.
Conveniently located to PAX River NAS.

1,825 sq.ft., 2 bathrooms, shower, kitchen,

22335 Exploration Drive #1020, Lexington Park open floor Pl_an- )
1st Floor Office Condo for SALE! Back access with additional parking.

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
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YOU BE THE JUDGE!

GET TO KNOW
YOUR CANDIDATES

FOR JUDGE

RESIDENT OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY
FOR 15 YEARS

SUE ANN
ARMITAGE

JUDGE AMY
LORENZINI

20+ YEAR PROVEN
LEGAL CAREERIN
ST. MARY’S COUNTY

FORMER
ST. MARY'S COUNTY
CRIMINAL PROSECUTOR

EXTENSIVE CRIMINAL
TRIAL EXPERIENCE

COMPREHENSIVE
CIVIL TRIAL EXPERIENCE

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL
JURY TRIAL EXPERIENCE
AS AN ATTORNEY

JURY TRIAL EXPERIENCE
AS A JUDGE

APPOINTED BY
GOVERNOR LARRY HOGAN

Pl L CLCCL C L
X XX X XXX <

Make an informed decision based on FACTS.

Vote to Keep Judge Amy Lorenzini,
, the PROVEN, EXPERIENCED,
and most QUALIFIED candidate.

SAMPLE BALLOT

Judge of the Circuit Court
Circuit 7

Vote for 1
Sue Ann Armitage
. Amy Lorenzini
M
Primary Election Day:
Tuesday, May 14

BY AUTHORITY OF KEEP JUDGE AMY LORENZINI, ALESHA BOYD, TREASURER

Citizens Concerned
Over Animal Control

Ordance

Maria Hoover speaks out against changes to the county's animal control ordinance.

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A newly revised animal control ordinance
raises fines and fees on certain pet owners,
particularly those keeping dogs, and many
residents this week spoke out against its pos-
sible adoption by the Commissioners of St.
Mary’s County.

Some of the more significant changes to the
current ordinance include fines up to $1,000
for not taking adequate care of domestic ani-
mals or if a dog is found to be stray.

The new ordinance defines stray as a dog
found to be at-large three times or more; an
animal control officer who finds any animal
that poses a direct threat to the public can
pursue and trap the animal.

A potentially dangerous dog — one
that has bitten a person, killed or inflicted
injury on a domestic animal, for example
— must be submitted to enhanced enclo-
sures and microchipping as well as other
requirements.

Owners of such dogs must also carry
$50,000 in public liability insurance to
cover their canine, according to the new
ordinance.

Also, dog licenses would now come with
a fee set by commissioners and dogs without
a license cost their owners $250 in fines.

Maria Hoover, a member of a local ani-
mal rescue group, said the new ordinance’s
requirements for licensing of commercial

animal establishments could hurt efforts by
foster homes to take in dogs.

The new ordinance states that any estab-
lishment with five or more dogs must have a
license and faces up to $1,000 in fines with-
out one as well as a bi-annual inspection.

Feeding cats in county owned parks
would also be prohibited under the new
ordinance.

“I’m very concerned at some of these fees
I’m seeing,” Hoover told county commis-
sioners. “We face overwhelmed shelters,
rescues cannot keep up.

“People are giving up their animals
because they can’t afford to feed them, they
can’t afford the veterinary care.”

She said the real solution to animal over-
population was either a free or low-cost
county spay and neuter program to reduce
the number of animals born.

Animal control officials said many of the
new regulations were geared towards rabies
vaccination compliance and helping reunite
lost pets with their owners as well as ensure
public safety.

But Commissioner Mike Hewitt voiced
concern over the high fees in the new pro-
posed rules.

“That just seems onerous,” he said of the
$50,000 insurance requirement. “It seems
like a lot.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the
local area full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated.
Working owners assures quality.

410-280-2284 - 301-656-9274

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.
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Town Mayoral Candidates Square Off

By Guy Leonard
Staft Writer

Leonardtown Mayor Dan Burris and his
opponent in the upcoming town election,
Ken Held, both seem to share much the
same vision for the future of the town when
it comes to staying the course on revitaliza-
tion of the town, though they differed on a
few points on how that might be achieved.

The forum at The Rex Theater the eve-
ning of Apr. 30 drew about 50 people to hear
both candidates.

Burris, who is a lifelong Leonardtown
resident, has been mayor for the last 11
years, while Held has been in town for seven
years and started out as the general man-
ager of the Leonardtown Ford automobile
dealership before opening his popular Slice
House restaurant.

“It’s a fine place to live, work and play,”
Burris said of Leonardtown. “And we want
to keep it that way.”

Burris touted his administration’s work to
improve the wharf property and open access
to the waterfront while supervising the revi-
talization of the town by working with busi-
nesses to fill vacant buildings and remake
alleyways and outdoor spaces to make them
more pedestrian friendly.

Burris also said his administration’s work
to enact outdoor seating for restaurants and
bars during COVID-19 aided the town’s
businesses during dire times.

Ken Held

“Without outdoor seating, they probably
would not have survived COVID,” Burris
said.

Held praised Burris’s leadership but
seemed to downplay the role town govern-
ment played in achieving the success.

“We’ve seen so much change in
Leonardtown in the last seven years,” Held
said. “Every vacant building on the square
is filled or being renovated.

“It’s the entrepreneurs who’ve made this
happen.”

Held told attendees that his priorities if
elected mayor include making the wharf
property look better and take up beautifica-

Mayor Dan Burris

tion projects in town such as painting trash
cans.

If the parking lot at the wharf could not
be paved, Held said, it should be covered
with some other material such as sea shells
to improve its aesthetics.

“I don’t think the wharf looks great,”
Held said.

Later during the forum Held said his goal
for Leonardtown was “to make it look like
Mayberry.”

Burris said he wanted to maintain the
quality of life in town, which included keep-
ing taxes low, and protect town businesses
and bring in new ones while still controlling

development.

Burris said the Tudor Hall community
should be ready for development in the next
five years, which will also include a com-
mercial aspect in its mixed-use proposal.

The project would be built in conjunction
with the town’s waterfront property.

Both men were concerned about speeding
through the town square, though Held said
he approved of more speed traps and fines
for motorists violating the speed limit.

Burris said the suggestion of speed bumps
had been proffered but the town fire depart-
ment had rejected the idea as an impediment
to their apparatus.

Both men were asked if there should be
greater police presence on the town square
at night.

“There’s always a sheriff’s deputy or state
police officer in town all the time, it’s not
just the town deputy,” said Burris of both
agencies having headquarters in town.

Held was supportive of more police pres-
ence in town and even considered the ques-
tion of whether the wharf property should
be closed from dusk until dawn.

Held also said closing the town square to
traffic and making it open only to pedestri-
ans was appropriate.

“I think it’s a great idea,” Held said.
“It would be absolutely beautiful if it was
pedestrian only.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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NOTE TO PARENTS:
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

MATTER!

https://voteangelamwathen.com/
By Authority, Julia Guy, Treasurer

Parents Bill of Rights

Students personal Safety from
Violence, Bullying & Harassment,
and Influence of Substance Use

Education with Age -Appropriate
Boundaries

Public Transparency &
accountability

Oversight of Administration &
School spending

TERM LIMITS




Men’s Health Day:
A Blueprint for Wellness

The Department of Aging & Human Services
is pleased to offer the third annual

Men's Health Day: A Blueprint for Wellness!

Garvey Senior Activity Center
23630 Hayden Farm Lane - Leonardtown, MD
Saturday, June 1, 2024

9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Pre-Registration is strongly encouraged.
Register at www.stmaryscountymd.gov/aging/MensHealth

Presentations

Promoting Prostate Health
Presented by: Hillary McDonald, PA-C, Chesapeake Urology Associates
9:80-10:30 a.m.

Planning Ahead

Advance Health Care Directives, Hospice Services, and more!
Presented by: Rachael Okun, LCSW-C, Hospice of St. Mary’s County
11 am.-12 p.m.

Mission BBQ Lunch provided - 12:30 p.m.

Informational Displays & Health Screenings include:

MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital - Blood Pressure and Body Composition Screenings
Lions Club - Vision Screenings
St. Mary’s County Health Department
St. Mary’s County Recreation & Parks
AARP

ol. MA@ QUNTY

B e ———

DEPARTMENT OF AGING & HUMAN SERVICES
Working Together ~ Caring About You

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Phone: 301-475-4200, ext. 1073 - Email: sarah.miller@stmaryscountymd.gov
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Medical Center
Delay Concerns
Commissioners

Commissioner Mike Alderson

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Last week the county’s planning commis-
sion voted to delay their decision on the
concept site plan proposing to expand the
MedStar Shah Philip J. Bean Medical Center
in Hollywood and local leaders are worried
the project could be endangered for it.

Planning commission members expressed
concerns over the amount of traffic the new
outpatient clinic, which would more than
double the size of the current facility’s foot-
print by adding a roughly 54,000-square
foot building on Route 235.

Commission members also showed con-
sternation that engineers who promulgated
the traffic study for the project were not
on hand to discuss their findings, nor were
there any members of the State Highway
Administration (SHA) to speak to traffic
conditions there.

The planning commission will take up the
public hearing May 6.

“MedStar could take this project across
the bridge to Calvert [County] who des-
perately wants it,” said Commissioner
Mike Hewitt at the April 30 meeting of the
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County.

Hewitt said one planning commissioner
commented that the county should consider
shutting down all projects until SHA is more
responsive to St. Mary’s.

That disturbed him, Hewitt said.

“SHA doesn’t have to respond,” Hewitt

Southern

Commissioner Mike Hewitt

said. “They tell you what the data is.

“If you don’t like the data, you have to
get your own.”

The intersection at the current med-
ical center is on southbound Route 235;
for motorists leaving the center who want
to take northbound lanes they must first
cross the southbound lanes and queue in a
median intersection.

Commission members protested that
the state considered the intersection would
remain at a level of service “C” even with
the new facility and not be at a worse level.

“It’s very touchy to tell the public you
want to shutdown a project, until you hear
from SHA,” Hewitt continued. “We didn’t
put people on that planning commission to
shut down projects.”

Commissioner Mike Alderson joined
Hewitt in his concerns.

“The biggest gripe that we get as being
part of the government is the complete lack
of efficiency that we have in many depart-
ments,” Alderson said. “All of our agencies,
state and county, should look back at their
practices so they can make it more efficient.”

“The thought of holding up a major expan-
sion project like the Bean building is some-
thing I couldn’t even fathom; why would you
consider doing something like that?”

Such delays, Alderson said, increased
costs for developers, and then to consumers.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Maryland

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
REAL ESTATE * SERVICES
VEHICLES * EMPLOYMENT
CHILD CARE
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

WWW.SOMD.COM ¢ CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

JOSH GUY

SCHOOL BOARD

Listen to parents.
Have feedback
meetings with our
Parent-Teacher
Association

Provide updated
training to our
security teams.
Ensure that
administrators
follow discipline

- Youth Advisory guidelines
Commission
2018-2020
Increase teacher
- Substitute Teacher recruiment
2021-2022 through effective
advertising. Retain
- Attended St. Mary’s teachers with a
Public Schools responsive

administration.

Authority Friends of Josh Guy: Brandon Hoffman. (Treasurer)

Sell it - Buy it

— af '
“Spring into Spring”
Home, Lawn, & Garden Auction
Saturday, Mary 11, 2024 — 4 pm

Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn
26689 Laurel Grove Road — Mechanicsville, MD
Mother's Day Baskets — Combo Planters — Handcrafted Quilts —
Concrete Items — Outdoor Furniture — Variety of New ltems
(Including: Camping Lanterns, Pit Boss Grill, Wind Chimes,
Vacuum Seal Bags, Body Glove Life Jackets, Tool Belts, Hot
Wheels Toys, Thermometers, Kitchen ltems, SOG Knife Sets,
Lights, Camping Bags, Air Hoses, Garden Hoses, Youth Outdoor
Toys, and More) — Mary Lou Troutman Framed Print — “St. Mary’s
County” sign by D. Poe — New Water Buckets — Used Western &

English Saddles — More.
Cash, Checks Accepted. Credit Cards accepted w/5% fee. 10% buyer’s premium.
Thanks for supporting our local growers and producers.

Upcoming Online Auctions — Family of Bubby Knott
Pedal Cars & Tractors = Die Cast & Metal Collector Tractors, Toys & Cars
= Trains = Horse-Drawn Vehicles = Carousel Horses = Life Size
Mannequins & Statues = Coin-Op Rides = Political Memorabilia =
Advertising Signs/ltems = Antiques & Collectibles = Vintage Tools/ltems
We expect these auctions to be online mid-May with closing to be in
early June on two different nights in the same week. Over 1500 lots
expected! More information to be posted soon to include Preview
Dates, Open & Close Dates and Pick up Dates.

301 .904.3403‘

)



Southern MD 29th Annual Spring Festival

St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds, Leonardtown, MD

May 2" thru May 5™
Family fun for everyone!

Thursday May 2 5 pm - 10 pm
Friday May 3 5 pm-10 pm
Saturday May 4 10 am - 10 pm e = = =
Festival Ride Bracelets
Sunday May 5 10 am - 6 pm Thursday 5-10pm only:
. . ‘ Ride Bracelets cost $25
/ Admission \ Saturday 11am-3pm only:
id 1 2
Thursday (Rides Only) FREE Carnival EildeeTEEtCsecfstts$$2§teih,520 tickets
Friday Saturday Sunday: ‘ for $20 or 40 tickets for $38
Adults $6 g 2 w= D
6-12 years $3
Under 6 FREE ATTRACTIONS

Bring a non-perishable canned food # Amusement Rides and Games
\item and receive $1 off admission/

# Chainsaw Artist - Joe Wenal

# Tractor Pull (Sat & Sun)

# Car Show (Sat)

# Live Entertainment

# Reggie Rice’s Fool of lllusions (Sat)
# SOMD Laser Tag

# Viking Axe Throwing

# Kid’s Games Area

# Raffle and Pull Tabs

# Artists & Crafters » TSR

# Indoor Yard Sale / \

# Hay Ride g %}
. . I:::q M:. ;

# Face Painting
# Flower Sale
# Great Food (e

39' Southern Maryland Spring Festival is Presented by: Holy Face Church, Great Mills, MD

.wm ﬁ‘i/ﬂnﬂl
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Health Dept: Virtually All Street Drugs
Contain Fentanyl

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The synthetic opioid fentanyl is responsible
for the most opioid overdose related deaths
in Maryland, the latest state-provided data
shows and local health department harm
reduction specialists say the powerful nar-
cotic has infiltrated nearly every illicitly
available drug that can be found on the street.

“Fentanyl has been found in 90 percent
of all illicit and street pharmaceuticals
said Zuriel Savoy, a registered peer super-
visor with the St. Mary’s County Health
Department speaking to the local branch of
the NAACP last week in Lexington Park.
“So, if it hasn’t come from a physician or
a pharmacy, 90 percent — to include mari-
juana — has included fentanyl.”

Health department staff said there was a
nearly 18 percent increase in opioid related
deaths involving cocaine abuse statewide.

“The people here doing crack and cocaine
do not realize that there is a pretty high
chance that there is fentanyl mixed with it,”
said Nicole Barrows, a recovery specialist
who closely tracks all non-fatal overdoses
in the county or involving county residents
wherever they may be.

The current year’s numbers would not be
available until sometime in the fall, she told
the meeting attendees, but she expected the
local numbers to “skyrocket” by that time.

Barrows also said fentanyl has been
found in vape cartridges.

“Not the ones you can get from dispen-
saries,” Barrows said. “But the ones your
peers are getting from smoke shops.”

Barrows referenced specifically sub-
stances designated as Delta 8, Delta 9 and
Delta 10 THC (tetrahydracannabidol).

“They are legal to sell in our state,”
Barrows said of the cannabis products. “And
the kids are getting their hands on it.

“So a lot of these kids are ending up in
the ER [emergency room]; we’ve had 10 in
the past month.”

Savoy reiterated that cannabis products
that come from a dispensary, whose prod-
ucts are federally regulated, should be free
from fentanyl contamination.

“Smoke shops are not,” Savoy said.

“So we don’t know where they’re [smoke
shops] getting the stuff or where it’s coming
from but it’s showing up,” said Barrows.
“Smoke shops are the biggest culprit but
every time they try to do controlled buys
with minors... it all of a sudden goes away,
they don’t have it.”

Young people who go into smoke shops
are also being told by those in charge there,
Barrows said, that they will not sell to them
unless they pay with cash, which cannot be
traced as to who the buyer was.

The warning regarding fentanyl contami-
nation of vaping cartridges did not extend to

those containing nicotine commonly found
at convenience stores, Barrows said, as they
were also federally regulated.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opiate many times
more powerful than heroin or other opioids
and used to treat extreme pain in patients
and is usually strictly controlled.

But in recent years illicitly manufactured
fentanyl has made its way to the streets and
is being combined with many other, more
commonly known street narcotics.

Barrows said that statewide only about
0.1 percent of all drug paraphernalia tested
shows any trace of heroin; five years ago,
heroin was much more common on the
streets but has been virtually supplanted by
the more powerful opioids.

She said if the situation were reversed and
heroin were more common, there might be
fewer fatal overdoses.

“People are flabbergasted,” Barrows
said when she talks to those who use illicit
drugs or those who try to help them quit
their addictions. “So that number is going
to get smaller and the fentanyl and cocaine
numbers are probably going to go dramat-
ically higher.”

Savoy said drug users who believe they
are buying heroin are mistaken, buying fen-
tanyl instead and getting a much stronger
“high” but sometimes at a lethal cost.

There were 35 fatal overdoses in St.
Mary’s County in 2021, Savoy said; accord-

ing to the latest data from the Maryland
Department of Health, that number dropped
to 27 the following year.

Savoy said the reduction could be
attributed to the wide distribution and use
of Narcan, a medication that can counteract
an opioid overdose.

The local health department continues
to engage the community in distributing
Narcan to everyday residents and train them
in its use as a part of the strategy of fighting
the opioid epidemic.

“That is why we do what we do,” Savoy
said. “Every life is worth saving.

“Most of the fatal overdoses that occurred
because the users did not know fentanyl was
mixed with what they were using.”

With fentanyl, a dosage the size of three
grains of table salt could be fatal, Savoy
said.

Carfentanyl, an opioid that is 10,000
times more powerful than fentanyl, is used
to put down large animals such as rhinoceros
and horses, said Barrows.

This drug, too, has been found in St.
Mary’s and has led to K-9 officers and their
animals nationwide to hold off on certain
vehicle searches because too many of them
— officers and dogs — were being injured
just by physically touching the substance.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Vote

- Mother of 6

 College Professor at CSM
« Former Public School Teacher
- Small Business Owner
e Former Director of Tri-County Outreach Program
« M.S. in Human Services

 Recruit & Retain Quality Teachers

- Additional Support in Classrooms
- Advocate for Quality & Relevant Education

thority of Friends of Brandie Edelen, Luis Mejia Treasurer




BE READY TO KEEP

THINGS “KOOL”

WITH FIRE PRO LLc FIRE EXTINGUISHERS.
Fire Safety Meeting & Live FIRE PRO Demonstration |

Saturday, May 11, 2024 « 10AM « Dave’s Engine in Loveville
Special Pricing on FIRE PRO and Cold Fire® « Free Hot Dogs & Drinks

?

A

« Strong stainless steel components built
to last a lifetime

« Luminous and reflective — find your
fire extinguisher when you need it

« Filled with nontoxic UL listed plant based
COLD FIRE® suppressant designed to last
indefinitely

« Foruseonclass A, B,D and K fires
« Sprays up to 40ft

« Rapid cooling power

« Prevents Reignition
Five Different Sizes to Meet Your Needs

« No costly maintenance

« Do your own refills! Kits start at only For use on ALL Vehicles, Farm Machinery,
$23.00 Businesses, Houses, Boats, AT Vs, Buggies and
much more!

« No messy cleanup required

« Economical non-freeze protected Used and approved
suppressant or -40° freeze protect options .
gP 5 5 by professional firefighters

Ask about FIRE PRO LLc fire
blankets for the kitchen!
Also available: 120z aerosol cans filled with COLD FIRE®
suppressant. Great to have around in case of burns!

Find Fire Pro Extinguishers at

Dave’s Engine Service
27898 Point Lookout Road « Loveville
Mon-Fri 7AM-6PM « Sat 7AM—4PM

L

4
| iy
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Host Public Forum on

May 7

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County
(CSMC) will host a Public Forum on
Tuesday, May 7, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the
CSMC meeting room in the Chesapeake
Building, located at 41770 Baldridge Street
in Leonardtown.

Public Forums allow residents to speak
directly to the Commissioners on topics of
their choosing. Residents may offer appreci-
ation, questions, or suggestions in a mutually
respectful format. Those wishing to speak at
the forum will receive up to three minutes to
address the Commissioners. In lieu of in-per-
son attendance, residents may also provide
their feedback to the CSMC via:

* Email to: csmc@stmarysmd.com

* Mail to: Commissioners of St. Mary’s

County, PO Box 653, Leonardtown,

MD, 20650

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County
are committed to ensuring equal access
and participation for all residents in pub-
lic forums. Arrangements to accommo-
date individuals with disabilities, special
needs, or those requiring language support
services can be made upon request. If you
need accommodation to participate in a
CSMC Public Forum, please contact the
Public Information Office at (301) 475-4200
ext.1340 at least 3 days in advance of the
scheduled forum to arrange. CSMC Public
Forums are televised live on St. Mary’s
County Government (SMCG) TV Channel
95 and streamed live online at: YouTube.
com/@StMarysCoGov.

St. Mary’s County
Animal Shelter
Reopens to the Public

The St. Mary’s County Animal Adoption &
Resource Center will reopen its doors to the
public tomorrow, Wednesday, May 1, 2024,
at noon and resume normal operations, after
announcing a temporary pause to adoptions
and non-emergency animal intakes earlier
this month due to a respiratory outbreak in
the shelter.

“We are deeply grateful for the compas-
sion and assistance we have received from
the community and from our organizational
partners,” said Jennifer Utz, Director of the
Department of Emergency Services. “Your
support has been instrumental in helping us
navigate this difficult situation and we are
especially thankful to all those who stepped
up to foster animals in need while we man-
aged this outbreak.”

For hours of operation or additional
information on the Animal Adoption &

Resource Center, please visit: www.stmary-
scountymd.gov/AnimalShelter or follow
them on social media at: Facebook.com/
smcanimalservices.

Shelters nationwide are experiencing
increased animal infection rates. Many shel-
ter dogs come in as strays with preexisting
illnesses, malnourishment, cruelty experi-
ences, or other maladies, which make them
more susceptible to severe illness. This, in
addition to the overall rise overall in the
number of animal intakes (strays, surren-
ders, etc.) increases the risk of transmission
and outbreak. While shelter overcrowding
has become the norm nationwide, this can be
changed with help from the community. St.
Mary’s County Animal Services encourages
pet owners to spay/neuter their animals, be
responsible pet owners, and consider foster-
ing an animal in need.

Information & Resources
for Older Adults

e Medicare/Medical Assistance

e Prescription Drug Coverage

o Physical Fitness/Life
Enrichment Programs

» Transportation Services &
Resources

» Financial Assistance Programs

e Home Delivered Meals

e Home & Community Based
Services

* Housing Resources

e Long-Term Care Options

o Legal Referrals

e Caregiver Support

e Utility Assistance Resources

e &
v -

St. Mary's County Department of
Aging & Human Services

301-475-4200, ext. 1050
www.stmarysmd.com/aging
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Flat Iron Farm Southern Maryland Auction Company
Summer Heavy Truck, Construction & AG Equipment Auction

May 10th, 2024 starting at 8:30 AM

45840 Flat Iron Road, Great Mills, MD 20634
Proxibid.com, Equipmentfacts.com & live at site.
Consignments accepted up until May 7th, 2024.

2023 Deere 5075M Farm Tractor 4WD 1970 Square door Peterbilt Show Truck Komatsu 61PXi Bulldozer
w/forks, bucket & bale spear KTA twin turbo Cummings 13 speed, 4 5000 hours

speed aux. Pete low airlift suspension.

=

Two 2020 and one 2019 Peterbuilt Tri-Axle dump trucks. All have 20 front and 44 rears.

20 steerable lift axle Cumming IX 565 with Allison automatic transmissions. Two have steel bodies and one has aluminum

Six Track Skid steers including a Takeuchi TL8 & TL240 with low hours. 28' demolition trailer.
CAT 950H wheel loader w/forks & bucket. CAT 963A & C crawler loaders. Kubota M7060 w/closed cab & air
Fifteen sea containers 20 & 40'. Fifty support equipment items (Forks, buckets, etc.)

Thirty roll off cans Several SMECO Trucks  yermeer D24x40 Navigator 2005 MACK Fuel & Oil Service Truck
Different sizes hook & cable 2011 - 2014 Model years Directional Drill 2000 Gal Deisel tank & waste oil tank
All in working order F150, F250 & E150 models
2 %
|} |
Three Tri-Axle dump trucks Twenty Trailers Eight Excavators 2000 Galbreath model U20-HK 20000 Ib rated
Three under CDL dump trucks  Two off road trucks  Forty Pickup Trucks 2007 MACK 400 hp with 10 speed 500,000 miles
Four grading bulldozers Two big generators  Ten Farm Tractors 2004 Kenworth T800 with acer c15 cat motor 475 hp
Three Dirt Rollers Ten mini-excavators  Three Scissor lifts & 8 speed trans. 500,000 miles

outhern Maryland
Avuction Company

o¥e

Buyer's Premium 10% in person, 12% on-line. ¥}~ S
We now auction for St. Mary's County “‘$l

local government and SMECO

www.southernmarylandauctioncompany.com 240-237-8131
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Deputy Arrested
for Assault Second-

Degree

Following a criminal investigation, St.
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office (SMCSO)
Deputy Donald Anthony Shubrooks, Badge
#389, aged 29, was arrested Saturday,
April 27, 2024, on charges of Assault
Second-Degree.

At approximately 3:39 p.m., Saturday,
Shubrooks contacted the SMCSO nonemer-
gency line and advised a dispatcher he had
been involved in a domestic dispute with his
girlfriend at his residence.

Following the call, patrol deputies
responded to Shubrooks’ residence in
Lexington Park. Detectives from the
Criminal Investigations Division also
responded to the scene and immediately
initiated an investigation.

It was determined that Shubrooks and the
victim had an argument, which escalated into
a physical altercation, ending with the vic-
tim leaving the residence but returning after
deputies arrived. The victim sustained minor
injuries but did not require medical attention.

Sheriff Steve Hall advised that in accor-
dance with SMCSO policy, the Office of
Professional Responsibilities has initiated
a separate administrative investigation to
identify violations of agency policies or pro-

Donald Anthony Shubrooks

cedures. Shubrooks, assigned to the Patrol
Division since August 2020, has been placed
on emergency suspension with pay pending
the outcome of both investigations.

Shubrooks was arrested and transported
to the Detention and Rehabilitation Center,
awaiting a bond hearing.

Sheriff's Office
Investigating Fatal

Collision

On Saturday, April 27, 2024, at approx-
imately 5:06 p.m., Deputies from the St.
Mary’s County Sherift’s Office (SMCSO)
responded to a reported two-car collision at
the intersection of Budds Creek Road and
Mechanicsville Road in Mechanicsville, MD.

The preliminary investigation revealed a
2021 Honda Accord, operated by Autumn
Leighanne Compton, 19, of Cobb Island,
attempted to make a left-hand turn from
Mechanicsville Road onto southbound
Budds Creek Road. Compton failed to yield
the right of way to a 2000 Chevrolet truck
operated by Zachary Joseph Wilburn, age
24, of North Beach, MD, traveling north-

Legal Notice

bound on Budds Creek Road.

Compton was pronounced deceased on
the scene. A passenger of the pick-up truck
was transported to MedStar St. Mary’s
Hospital by ambulance for minor injuries.

At this time, speed does not appear to be
a factor in the accident.

Due to the nature of the crash, the SMCSO
Reconstruction Unit has assumed the inves-
tigation. Anyone who may have witnessed
the collision or any events leading up to it
and has not already provided a statement is
asked to contact Corporal Rachael Roszell
at 301-475-4200 ext. 8108 or by email at
Rachael.Roszell@stmaryscountymd.gov.

NOTICE OF DISINTERMENT AND REINTERMENT

Authorization has been requested from the State’s Attorney’s Office for St. Mary’s
County, Maryland to disinter the remains of John Matthew Ennis from Charles
Memorial Gardens, 26325 Point Lookout Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650. He will
be re-interred with his Parents, John Matthew Ennis and Lori Mullins, parents,

at Arlington National Cemetery, | Memorial Avenue, Arlington, VA 22211. This
request is being made by John Matthew Ennis and Lori Mullins Ennis his parents.

Zocaé P/wa’ace §0mwémwa
Cucumbered - Pickled, - Relish,

#‘ Basteeld
Crab Baskels - ol Line
Birdhouded and Feeaetd
Wooaen Planterd - Baked Goodd
Eea’a’//z% Plants - Cactud
and a gooa’ bine of
VWZ@ g)wwm% and

25920 Friendship School Rd.
Mechanicsville, MD. 20659
Hours: Mon. to Fri. 7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday




N Lerres

St. Mary’s County Times

Thursday, May 2, 2024

THE Wentworth 02 eckly

SeELECT LANDSCAPE S1ZE 1 GALLON PERENNIALS

Save $ 1 000 Off When You Buy 5 or More

M1x or Match reg § $12.99 and up Excludes spmﬂl /Jylmd arieties. Only plants listed.

d APPLE TREES _f ACH TREES
SHADE & FLOWERING NATIVE TREES

*Visit trees.maryland.gov to download a coupon valid for
$25 Off the purchase of any Native Tree priced at $75 or
more. There is a list of all qualifying trees on the website.

Calvert County residents can use their county tree coupon of $35 Per Tree.
YES you can use both coupons and SAVE up to $60 PER TREE.

ALL AzAaLEAS INcLUDING ENCORE BrLooM-A-THON

All Azaleas BUY 5 Get the 6th One FREE

*FREE Azalea is the least expenswe variety.

Espoma

Dewitt Weed
6 Year Barrier

Rose-Tone

18 Ib bag

1 cu. ft 3’ x 50’ Roll
Only Only
$17%8 ea. %1888 ¢a,

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more color in your landscape?
Call today to get your landscape re-designed and take a fresh look at creating an
enduring and colorful landscape, with balance, structure, scale, and unity.
Walks e Walls e Ponds e Patios e Raised Planters ® Gardens e Terraces
Fire Pits e Columns e Qutdoor Kitchens e Much More!

Call to schedule a Consultation
1-800-451-1427 WentworthNursery.com

m Wentworth Nursery

Prince Frederick Garden Center Oakville Garden Center

Spring Hours: 1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, & Landscape Project Center
Mon.fri. 9-6, Sat & Sun. 9-5 Prince Frederick, MD 41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
Sule Ends 5/20/24  410-535-3664 * 866-535-3664  301-373-9245 e 800-451-1427

WentworthNursery.com ShopWentworthNursery.com

\
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Letters

Editor

‘Good Ol’' Boy system’ has no place in elections

As many voters are aware, there’s a con-
tested judicial election taking place here in
our county and it seems, that in a desper-
ate move, one candidate is opting to focus
on support from the Good ol’ Boy system,
rather than running on her experience and
qualifications.

Judicial positions are critically import-
ant to the safety of our county. Using the
“Good ol’ Boy” system to push a candidate,
without the appropriate experience or track
record, into a judicial position, will result
in mistrials and overturned decisions which
will have a devastating impact upon the effi-
ciency of our judicial system and the safety
of our county.

To date, a County Commissioner and
former sheriff are blindly supporting an
unqualified judicial candidate based solely
upon their friendship. This un-based sup-
port sounds like the definition of cronyism.

Commissioner Alderson has never taken
the time to visit Judge Lorenzini’s court-
room over the past two years to observe
how she performs on the bench. Rather
than investing a few hours to learn the
facts, they are blindly offering support to
their “friend” Sue Ann who has ZERO crim-
inal trial experience, and marginal if ANY
jury trial experience even in civil matters,
in her thirty-three years of practicing fam-
ily law. Personally, it makes me question
the decision-making ability of our current
County Commissioner if he is not willing
to take the time to responsibly evaluate both
candidates’ experience and abilities before
offering his support. How then does this
Commissioner make other decisions that
impact our county? Does he award con-
tracts based upon his friendships without
researching and reviewing competitive bids.
It’s quite alarming to think those we have
chosen to represent us are hanging onto the
good ol’ boy system of governance.

Ms. Armitage may possess the “qualities
needed to be our next circuit court judge”
as Mr. Alderson states, but does she have

the qualifications, experience and knowl-
edge? Being a friend, a nice person or a hard
worker is NOT enough to make an effec-
tive judge. Having a broad base of legal
expertise, jury trial experience, knowledge
of rules of evidence, knowledge of (and dif-
ferences between) criminal and civil proce-
dure are characteristics vital to the success
and effectiveness of a Circuit Court Judge.
Who you know, where you played softball
and for how many generations your family
lived in our county are not judicial qualifi-
cations or assets.

Equally concerning is the opinion of for-
mer Sheriff Tim Cameron who has not lived
in St. Mary’s County (or even Maryland) for
over two years and has never observed Judge
Lorenzini on the bench. Like Alderson, Mr.
Cameron is relying on his friendship and
the opinion of his wife Angie Cameron (an
apparent “bestie” of Sue Ann Armitage), to
determine the best candidate to serve as a
judge to keep our county safe. A good judge
likely has the qualities to also be a good
friend----but clearly not every good friend
can be a good Circuit Court Judge. Let’s
keep the boundary clear.

Since the good ol’ boys don’t seem inter-
ested in making responsible and informed
decisions, I urge you to do your research.
Go to Judge Lorenzini’s courtroom and
observe a case (yes, your courthouse is open
to the public and anyone can sit in on a case)
or talk to anyone who has been on a jury
for a trial that Judge Lorenzini handled. I
guarantee they will have positive comments
about Judge Lorenzini and will confirm how
Judge Lorenzini handles her courtroom and
our constitution. Unfortunately, you can’t
do the same with Ms. Armitage, but you can
ask any legal professionals in our county
which candidate has the right experience
and the judicial temperament to best serve
our county.

Angela Bowling
Concerned St. Mary’s County Resident

An endorsement across lines

We do not belong to the same political party.
We come from opposite ends of the polit-
ical spectrum. We are writing this letter
together to express our strong support for
Sue Ann Armitage’s candidacy for Circuit
Court Judge. Sue Ann has over 33 years of
courtroom experience. She has run a busi-
ness here in St. Mary’s County. She has
been active in this community for decades.
As her campaign has progressed, Sue Ann
has drawn support from leaders in both the
Republican and Democratic parties.

Sue Ann has plans to implement pro-
grams for our veterans and for non-violent
juvenile offenders. St. Mary’s County has a
higher percentage of veterans in its popula-
tion than any other county in Maryland. And

we all can agree that helping young people
stay on track is an important goal. Sue Ann
also intends to focus on protecting the com-
munity from repeat violent offenders.

For all of these reasons, we hope you will
join us in voting for Sue Ann Armitage as
our next Circuit Court Judge.

Early voting runs from May 2, 2024,
through May 9, 2024. Election Day is May
14, 2024.

Dr. Kathleen O’Brien
CEO Walden Wise

David Willenborg
Lifelong resident of St. Mary's County
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Boneless r ' *

London Broil

10-Oz,, Selected
Ro*Tel Diced

2 Liter Coke : H
: Tomatoes & Green Chilies :

Products
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COUPON REDEEMABLE

23860 Hollywood Road, Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531

Professional butchers on site
to assist with all your meat customizations!

—Fc_mlly Pack
9 Beef
Lh. Ribeye Steaks

: ) / i

Springer Mountain Farms
2 98 Jumbo Pack 10
n Lb. Chicken Wings n

T

 Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Beef

16-Oz., Regular Or Spicy
Curly’s Pulled
Pork BB

Certified Angus Beef 1-Lb., Southern Seas
Eye Of Round 31 To 40-Ct. Large
Roast Raw EZ Peel Shrimp

15-Oz., Reg. Or Bun Size
Ball Park
Beef Franks

6Oz, Selected
Moji
Sushi Roll

T —— —-
5/8 Ct, Per Lb. Fresh Atlantic
Snow Crab Salmon
Lh. Fillets

Clusters
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9-98
.
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10.1To 14.03-Oz, Selected

15To 16 Oz, Selected

Selected
2-Liter . Bush’s Best Beans Oreo Cookies
qugo Soda M ;- FINAL PRICE --; P - FINAL PRICE --;
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o I mslmlc :

5/3/24 - 5/5/24

*LIMIT ONE FREE TEM PER HOUSEHOLD*
**NO RAINCHECKS AVAILABLE**
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¥
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10.5To 11.25-0z, Selected

*TAXES WHERE APPLICABLE*

| FREE (4.5 To 15.25-0z. That's Smart Com Or Green Beans

Download your DIGITAL COUPON
for a FREE ITEM. :

=

14.9To 16.8-Oz., Selected

LOAD FRIDAY ONLY SRRl
Load Friday 5/3/24 ONLY and redeem hy Sunday 5/5/24 : 2 5 2 1

20-Oz., Easy Squeeze

20-Oz., Easy Squeeze )
Heinz Ketchup
SAl

Heinz Yellow Mustard
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May 1 THRU May 7, 2024
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— B Monday - Saturday 7am to 9 pm
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BUY ONE, GET ONE

DIGI'AI. COUPON BM 1 1 8
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o Grqb N’ Go Turkey, Ham, Ch|cken. 4 4  (NF &
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Or Black Forest Ham

i Deli Sliced
Meats

Grab N'Go 49-Oz., Double Layer
Roast Luscious

Beef Lemon Cake

1098574 1568

o 8-Oz., Colby Jack, Meunster,
American Cheese, Or Swiss

Grab N’ Go
Cheeses

AETT., e

7 - [ ’
4-Ct,, Selected = ﬁ'\
Bakery Fresh Bakery Fresh [. J 1
Whoopie Pie Blueberry Pie &
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With Lime i e A . fll il Especial
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Crown
Royal

42.99
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T S oppola
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Marine’s New CH-53K Transports F-35
Between Test Sites in Maryland, New Jersey

U.S. Marines flying a CH-53K King Stallion
heavy-lift helicopter transported an F-35C
Lightning IT airframe from the F-35 Integrated
Test Force at Patuxent River (Pax ITF) to a
Navy unit located at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey, April 24.

A Marine aircrew from Marine Test and
Evaluation Squadron 1 (VMX-1) flew the
most powerful helicopter in the Department
of Defense that carried the inoperable air-
frame, which was without mission and pro-
pulsion systems, outer wings, or additional
equipment, to the Prototype, Manufacturing
and Test (PMT) Department of the Naval
Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division
(NAWCAD) Lakehurst for use in future
emergency recovery systems testing.

NAWCAD Lakehurst provides unique,
full-service, test expertise, from test plan-
ning, setup, and configuration to test exe-
cution and data analysis for all varieties of
Aircraft Launch and Recovery Equipment
(ALRE).

“I just think this is a great opportunity
for the Marine Corps, the joint force, and
the world to see that the Marine Corps has
a capability that no other force in the in
the world has, in this case CH-53K,” said
Marine Lt. Col. Adam Horne, lead pilot and
officer in charge of the CH-53 Detachment,
VMX-1, at Marine Corps Air Station New
River, North Carolina.

VMX-1, headquartered at Marine Corps
Air Station Yuma, Arizona, is the Marine
Corps’ Operational Test & Evaluation
squadron called upon to create and refine
tactics, techniques and procedures for the
service’s aviation platforms and systems.

Minutes after 11 a.m., the almost
100-foot-long helicopter lifted the approx-
imately 22,000-pound airframe from the
airfield here, briefly headed west, and then
turned southeast and headed out over the
Chesapeake to begin the 305 nautical mile
transport. The CH-53K is currently cleared
to conduct lifts up to 36,000 Ibs.

During the transport, the CH-53K
aerial refueled with a KC-130T Hercules
multi-mission medium-lift tactical tanker/
transport aircraft.

“Air-to-air refueling is critical to the
Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations
(EABO) concept and proving this capability
on the CH-53K King Stallion significantly
increases the combat potential for the U.S
Marine Corps’ newest workhorse in its sta-
ble,” said Horne.

He added that VMX-1; Air Test and
Evaluation Squadron Two One (HX-21),
the rotary-wing and tilt rotor aircraft test
squadron; Marine Aviation Weapons and
Tactics Squadron Once (MAWTS-1), and
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 461
(HMH-461) are expanding the capabilities

of the King Stallion every day.

“The CH-53K provides capability not
seen anywhere else across the Marine Corps,
but also for the joint force and any potential
foreign military sales (FMS) customers,”
said Horne. “The CH-53K is not only able to
lift more and for longer distances, but it can
communicate across a large spectrum and
will feed information from the battlespace
back to the Marine Air-Ground Task Force
(MAGTF) commander. Its increased main-
tenance efficiencies will allow it to be more
available and operate longer with less logis-
tical support.”

Marine Corps Aviation teams coordinated
and planned extensively with the F-35 Pax
ITF team to execute the evolution safely and
successfully, and both teams worked with
the Pax River Cargo Lab, whose gear the
Marine helicopter support team (HST) used
to sling the airframe.

In short, teamwork was the hallmark of
the mission.

Key to success was “all the prior coor-
dination and the goodwill of each team,”
Horne said. He identified the NAWCAD
Cargo Lab at Pax River; Air Test and
Evaluation Squadron Two One (HX-21),
the rotary-wing and tilt rotor aircraft test
squadron, who hosted VMX-1; Air Test and
Evaluation Squadron Two Three (VX-23),
the fixed-wing tactical aircraft test squad-
ron; Air Test and Evaluation Squadron Two
Zero (VX-20), the naval force aircraft test
squadron, who they tanked with on the way
up; the New Jersey State Police, and the
NAWCAD Lakehurst team.

Additionally, he said the work of Marines
on the helicopter support team “was a big
help,” ensuring “everything went smoothly
for the 53K.”

The HST, which was comprised of land-
ing support specialists, or “Red Patchers,”
from the Combat Logistics Battalion 26
(CLB-26), traveled from Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

“The real juice, meat and potatoes that we
came here for ... was this lift,” said Marine
Sgt. Joe Padilla, who had a safety role during
the connection. Other Marines had roles of
grounding the helicopter, the ‘static,” and
connecting the cargo, the ‘hook.’

“Our team has been looking for something
challenging, something big for us ... and I

Viag 4
2079

think the best part was being able to accom-
plish our team’s dreams,” he said. “They
came out here, and they did phenomenally.”

The route included over-water and over-
land portions. While flying over the Garden
State, the New Jersey State Police Aviation
Bureau provided crucial aerial support, as
troopers from the Field Operations Section
were on the ground orchestrating traffic
slowdowns with precision. This synchro-
nized effort ensures an additional layer of
safety, seamlessly complementing each
other to fulfill the mission.

The CH-53K is the U.S. Marine Corps’
heavy lift replacement for the CH-53E Super
Stallion. The most powerful helicopter in the
Department of Defense, the CH-53K is a
new-build helicopter that will expand the
fleet’s ability to move more material faster
throughout the area of responsibility using
proven and mature technologies. The heli-
copter provides advanced technology and
unmatched heavy lift capabilities and can
lift nearly three-times more than its prede-
cessor, the CH-53E.

Jam—3pm

Loveville Produce Auction
40454 Bishop Road | Loveville, Maryland

Plants, Narsery Stock. Hmm&«{m

Jawn Faurniture, Quills, ?«7:/

ore

All stock will be available in small quantities for the homeowner

Kitchens will be open | Restrooms on site
Cash or Check
A buyer number must be obtained for all purchasing
No Buyer’s Permissions
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of the Week

MEET
OLLIE

Wake up.
Hug dog.
Enjoy life!

Batter up! Hi, my name is Ollie. I'm a

ONE-YEAR-OLD Lab mix, who is ready to

hit a HOME RUN straight into YOUR HEART!

With enough energy to rival the World Series and

a sweet tooth that could rival a seventh inning stretch, I'm the MVP OF
FUN and treats! If you're looking for a FURRY TEAMMATE to join YOUR
FAMILY lineup, then swing for the fences, hit one out of the park and
ADOPT ME TODAY! I'm anxiously waiting for YOU to come meet ME
during adoption hours Mon-Fri 11lam-4pm and Sat 10am-3pm. | promise
you will always remember when we first mitt!BE MY MIRACLE AND
PLEASE CHOOSE ME! ALWAYS OPT TO ADOPT, please don't shop!

To see more of my amazing friends also available for adoption, “like” us
on Facebook @ Charles County Animal Care
Center or view us on our website at https://
www.charlescountymd.gov/services/animal-
care-control/animal-care-center

Charles County

#Care Center

ANIMAL

SUMMER
WORKSHOPS

Join us to celebrate the 4th annual
Folklife Summer Workshops! Support
community-based living and the cultural
traditions of Southern Maryland.

Beatrix Potter
Watercolor
Workshop

May 18
(2 day workshop)

Workshop

Environmental
Youth Workshop

at St. Mary’s College

locations in Southern

. % Maryland.

Follow us 9 [@ E

FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

Funding is provided by the m
Maryland State Arts Council  M=AC

go to www.somdfolklife.org, or scan the QR Code

Life of a Waterman

Making Stuffed Ham

Gelli Printmaking

Workshops will be held

of Maryland and other

Event Planned for

Families of
Children

Pre-Kindergarten students, families, and
local private providers are invited to attend
an upcoming parent and family engage-
ment evening event. This event will be
held Monday, May 6, 2024, at the Dr. James
A. Forrest Career and Technology Center
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. The session’s focus
will be on the Transition to Kindergarten.
Registered providers may receive Core of
Knowledge training credit from MSDE for
participation in this workshop.

Participants will select from various
engaging learning stations strategically
designed for Pre-Kindergarten students
to prepare them with skills to succeed in
Kindergarten. Sessions will provide devel-
opmentally appropriate activities to promote
independence, follow multi-step directions,
practice motor development, and foster aca-
demic skills. Face painting will be available,
and all participants will have an opportu-
nity for door prize drawings. Icy treats and
goodie bags will be provided for all students
and private providers who register.

Pre-K

Please register here to attend. You may
contact Ms. Lynn Trehern, Early Childhood
Instructional Resource Teacher/Coach, at
pltrehern@smecps.org if you have any
questions.

DNR: Handling Fawns is

Dangerous and lllega

The Maryland Department of Natural
Resources cautions anyone who encounters
a fawn to avoid disturbing it and resist the
urge to feed or handle it. Removing deer
from the wild and keeping them in captivity
is against the law in Maryland to protect ani-
mal welfare and ensure public safety.

Deer are born with specialized adap-
tations, which have helped their spe-
cies survive for ages. Born in spring,
fawns instinctively lie motionless when
approached by potential predators, relying
on their adaptations to help them hide. Their
virtual lack of odor, natural camouflage
(spots), and freezing behavior help them
avoid danger. These adaptations serve them
well, as evidenced by the abundance of deer
across Maryland’s varied landscapes.

Despite this effective strategy, inquis-
itive fawns will sometimes explore new
surroundings and may appear to be lost
or orphaned. There is usually no need for

g |

human intervention since in most cases, the
doe is nearby foraging and will return to
nurse the fawn when it is safe.

“Captivity can lead to malnutrition,
injury, and stress for wildlife. Deer in par-
ticular do not handle the stress of human
interaction and can die in the process of
being helped by well-meaning citizens,”
Wildlife and Heritage Service Director
Karina Stonesifer said. “Wildlife may pose
human health risks and become dangerous
as they mature. Help us keep Maryland’s
wildlife wild and safe.”

More information on fawns and how to han-
dle an encounter with them can be found on the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife and Heritage Service website.

Anyone with questions about fawns,
or other young wild animals, is encour-
aged to call the state’s wildlife hotline at
877-463-6497.
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Candidates Face Off in Board of Education
Election

Charles Carrington

David Drys

Cathy Allen

What would you do to find budget
savings in the school’s budget to help
provide tax relief?

Charles Carrington: 1 would do what I
could to support tax relief with external bud-
get savings. [ would not look at the schools’
budget as a place to find tax relief. In prepa-
ration of the SMCPS budget, leanness and
efficiency would be the aim to ensure that
maximum value per dollar is received on
behalf of instructing and nurturing our
students.

Josh Guy: The budget has grown 32%
between 2018-2024. I would look at reduc-
ing textbook expenditures, which currently
stand at about $3.8 million in this year’s
budget. As more and more students have
access to school issued laptops and other
devices, I can foresee saving money there.
I would also look at reducing high utilities
and maintenance costs during the holiday
seasons.

David Drys: 1 would take a hard look at the
BoE funding category ($210k), Mid-Level
Admin ($21M total and specifically $605k
in Other Charges) and the $2.7M in Other
Instructional Costs as a start.

DeForest Rathbone: Ridding schools of
drugs and violence by health screening all
kids for drug use will allow reductions in
security costs. For instance, see your 4/18

Mary Washington

Angela Wathen

SMC Times article disclosing the $500,000
expense for security cameras and control
systems which might not be needed if
drug-related misbehavior is reduced to for-
mer safe levels.

Brandie Edelen: As an Educator, I under-
stand the importance for teachers and stu-
dents to have all the tools, resources, and
support needed to succeed and thrive. [ have
asked Superintendent Smith hard questions
regarding where money is allocated and
what programs and positions are effectively
working. The key to finding the savings
needed for the budget lies in Central Office
cuts/reductions.

Cathy Allen: The Board has been in
close communication with the County
Commissioners over the last five years
especially to ensure they were aware of
the funding requirements of the Blueprint
legislation. While any tax increase is never
welcome, the Superintendent has provided
specific budget information to the Board in
public session and to the Commissioners as
well. We will make the necessary cuts once
the county provides final numbers.

Mary Washington: The budget is a process
that never ends. It has been scrubbed many
times looking for areas of inefficiencies,
redundancies, and areas of savings. We
strive to be effective and efficient with our
financial, human, and capital resources. We

Brandie Edelen

Elena Brewer

have a responsibility to meet the needs of
students and ensuring that we recruit, retain,
and train a professional workforce.

Angela Wathen: Budget “savings” are a
question of reduced spending. This requires
adetermination by the school administration
of what is essential/“need tohave” versus
non-essential/“nice to have.” As a member
of the board, it is not my individual respon-
sibility to make that determination but rather
to provide guidance at the beginning of the
budget process. For example, an informed
estimate of what additional revenue can be
expected from the state and the county with-
out the need of tax increases.

Elena Brewer: The board should provide
the school administration with budgetary
guidance at the beginning of the process.
For example, directing a proposed budget
based on no additional funds (maintenance
of effort) from either the state or the county;
or a budget predicated on how much the
county could increase it’s funding without
the need of raising taxes. It is the duty of the
administration, not the board, to find reduc-
tions in spending.

‘What must be done to make schools
safer and violence free?

Carrington: It starts at home. We must
support parents’ ability to pour into and be
involved with their children. We need to

Anthony Lotierzo

ensure kids are exposed and supported in
the arts, sports, and education to keep them
busy but also teach them wisdom.

With outside threats the only way to
address outside threats is a well trained and
armed security element.

Guy: The majority of our suspensions/
expulsions for 2022-2023 were due to vio-
lent fights. St. Mary’s County should look
at providing an alternative school program
for students who repeatedly put other stu-
dents, and our teachers, at risk for injuries.
It’s vitally important to make sure our teach-
ers can teach and students can learn in a safe
environment.

Drys: Better training for our teachers on
conflict resolution, additional trained and
qualified resource offices and data analyza-
tion on the current issue to try to determine
the root cause.

Rathbone: Supt. Dr. Scott Smith must first
become convinced of the well-documented
successful utilization of Random Student
Drug Testing (RSDT) as a legal and prov-
en-effective tool to reduce the dangerous
prevalence of drugs and drug-related vio-
lence in schools. And then he may want to
appoint a temporary committee to consider
its possible use in SMC schools.

Edelen: Making schools safer requires a col-
laborative effort. Parents need to reinforce
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appropriate behavior at school. Teachers
need to stand outside their classroom doors
during class changes, which will allow extra
sets of eyes and ears. Administrators need
to be accessible and ever-present, daily,
throughout our schools. Violent acts and
disturbances must be consistently met with
consequences.

Allen: We have invested significant
resources to improve safety in our schools.
Security vestibules are in place at every
school, security personnel are in every
building, and we recently voted to begin
updating security cameras with improved
software and hardware. Parents have a huge
role to play in setting the expectation for
appropriate behavior. I continue to work
through the Maryland Association of Boards
of Education to advocate for more options
to address this issue appropriately.

Washington: It takes a multi-pronged effort.
Schools are a microcosm of the larger soci-
ety and those issues come into the schools.
We need to continue education; awareness;
parent/student/ community support; com-
munity partners; timely communications,
social/emotional/mental resources; sur-
veillance; safety/security officers/school
resource officers, Adopt a School Program;
social workers, psychologists/guidance
counselors; and efforts where students feel
connected and safe.

Wathen: 1t may simply be a question of
stricter enforcement by the administration of
existing policies and regulations regarding
misconduct. If inadequate, then the policies
and regulations must be made more strin-
gent. There must be an equal focus on both
the physical security of the schools, and the
personal safety of employees and students.

Brewer: School discipline is the personal
responsibility of every student in SMCPS
and students should be held accountable
for their actions on school property. Parents
and/or guardians should be involved and
held accountable for the student’s behavior
during the disciplinary process. Discipline
in school is a family matter and parents/
guardians are ultimately responsible for
their child’s behavior in school.

‘What policies would you enact to help
boost student achievement?

Carrington: That again begins with helping
parents be involved in providing academic
support to their children. Some parents do
this through pure academic support and oth-
ers do it through discipline. Ensuring their
kids do their homework.

The school system needs to be strict in
supporting parents’ abilities to be involved
and teach discipline to their children.

Guy: We need to help our students that are
struggling to learn. I support having more
well-trained paraeducators in our class-
rooms to help our students who need one
on one learning time. We need to focus on
supporting students early in their education,
so they have the tools necessary to succeed
in later years.

Drys: I would look at bring back the STEM
academy in elementary school and ensure
it doesn’t go away in the middle schools. I
would also better promote the Tech center
and work to build a better partnership with
community employers to build a pipeline of
schools to needed careers.

Rathbone: Immediately implement RSDT
to secure the schools from drugs and related
violence which will attract good teachers
many of whom currently may be reluctant
to serve in a school system with high levels
of violence against innocent students and
teachers as frequently are reported in the
news media.

Edelen: Boosting student achievement
doesn’t have to cost a thing. Parents and
teachers must consistently communicate
with one another. When they regularly com-
municate, it sends a message to the student
that their parents and teachers care. It’s
also imperative to remove distractions in
classrooms in order to boost achievement.
Reducing distractions creates more focused,
higher-achieving students.

Allen: Policies will not boost student
achievement. What is needed are programs
and people. Maintaining the Freshman
Academies at all our high schools is imper-
ative. Smaller class sizes and the staff to
work with students are a key factor in boost-
ing achievement. Lastly, I believe the state
must decide on an appropriate testing model
and stick with it. Students are learning but as
the state tests keep changing every few years
and the tests are adaptive, meaning no two
students take the same test, it is difficult to
truly monitor the progress our students make
as a whole. Test results come in well after
tests have been taken meaning addressing
gaps is almost meaningless.

Washington: Students need to feel safe,
secure, and connected to their school envi-
ronment. Students must attend school.
Chronic absenteeism is a major issue across
America. We provide food, school sup-
plies, clothing, and stability for children.
Homeless students remain in the same
school where they are connected to have a
sense of normalcy. Freshmen Academies are
for students needing extra support.

Wathen: Students’ academic achievement is
critically related to grade-level proficiency
in reading and writing (literacy) at the com-
pletion of the 3rd Grade. I will support what-
ever is necessary to achieve that goal.

Brewer: The critical factor in academic
achievement is for students to be grade-level
proficient in reading and writing upon com-
pletion of the 3rd grade. Otherwise, their
learning ability is impaired. I would support
whatever is required to achieve this goal of
literacy.

How would you reach out to parents
and get them more involved in schools?

Carrington: 1 would best offer the means
to assist parents in assisting their kids in
those areas where they need help primarily
in math. That means meeting parents where

they are. Very few people have parents that
can do geometry with their child. But the
natural limit of mathematics in public school
is trigonometry. And that’s just three classes.
Algebra, Geometry and math. For reading
programs we ought to sponsor it

Guy: Parental involvement is crucial for our
schools’ success. I would have regular meet-
ings with our Parent-Teacher Associations
to gain information on what issues are con-
cerning them. I strongly believe in providing
quicker response times to parental con-
cerns when they are brought to the board’s
attention.

Drys: Better communication about issues
the BoE is charged with; budget, policy and
Superintendent supervision. While ribbon
cutting and drama events are very important
parents should know exactly what the board
is going for the job there are elected to do.

Rathbone: As in my answer to Q 3., a
school’s reputation for a peaceful drug-free
productive education will attract parents
interested in becoming involved in a safe
and welcoming environment in schools
secured by RSDT.

Edelen: 1 found that, as a teacher, simply
emailing home was not enough. I made it
a practice to call my student’s parents, and
not only with concerns, but with praise too. [
don’t believe that parents truly don’t want to
be involved. The key to more involvement
lies with educators initiating and fostering
open lines of communication with parents.

Allen: T’m open to all ideas for get-
ting parents more involved in schools.
Schools offer evening activities like the
Academic Challenge Night held recently at
Leonardtown Elementary and there was a
great turnout, a creative winning idea!

Washington: Schools reach out to parents
through a variety of means. Newsletters
are sent out on a recurring basis. The
Superintendent/ Board sends out press
releases about town hall meetings. Schools
offer science fairs, entrepreneurial fairs,
Conscious Discipline, theatrical/musical
productions, workshops, math challenges,
sporting events, and many other activities.
Our schools are extremely busy places. I
have noticed excellent parental involvement.

Wathen: The participation of parents in the
education of their children must be a right
rather than a privilege. The concept that
“Educators Know Best” is condescending.
I'am in favor of adopting a policy that spec-
ifies the rights of parents, including appeals
to an independent Ombudsman to arbitrate
disputes, when necessary.

Brewer: Parents need to feel welcomed in
the schools. Events that are focused on indi-
vidual classrooms featuring parents (K-5);
classroom events that celebrate the chil-
dren’s milestones and academic achieve-
ments are initial recommendations. I will
support the adoption of a policy that spec-
ifies the participatory rights of parents in
the education of their children. Parental
involvement is a right not a privilege.

VOTER’S GUIDE :

Should there be term limits for school
board members?

Carrington: Yes. But we need to use com-
mon sense in that implementation. There
should certainly be a consecutive term limit.
We need fresh ideas and perspectives , and
we need our seasoned public servants to
contribute effectively to society in other
ways, particularly by developing and men-
toring the next generations of community
leaders and advocates. But, an excellent and
effective public servant obviously should
not be precluded from nonconsecutive stints
in office.

Guy: It would be wise to have term limits.
I support letting the voters decide the issue
through a ballot referendum.

Drys: Yes.

Rathbone: No. Long-term institutional
knowledge can be quite valuable to younger
board members in considering approval of
difficult or controversial policies. And the
current elective system seems to be adequate
to create enough turnover in board members
to keep the group fresh and relevant.

Edelen: 1 firmly believe in term limits.
Limiting terms allow for new and fresh
perspectives; perspectives that reflect the
changing needs. New members can pro-
vide expertise and knowledge in areas as a
result of their education, training, and over-
all life experiences. This can prove to be
invaluable.

Allen: Tt takes some time to learn the role of
the Board and even longer to learn to be an
effective Board member. I believe that the
voters should decide rather than an arbitrary
term limit. Studies have shown that the best
predictor of a high achieving school system
is the continuity of its Board.

Washington: 1 trust the judgement of the cit-
izens of St. Mary’s County to decide how
long a Board of Education member should
stay in office. Term limits are determined
at the polls. For me, as a twenty-seven-year
Board of Education member, [ have always
been a full-time BOE member. This is my
calling, purpose, and passion in life. I am
committed.

Wathen.: Yes.

Brewer: Yes, school board’s members
should be limited to three consecutive terms,
the same as the county commissioners. The
longer a person is in public office with
access to public funds, the easier it is for
that person to become comfortable spend-
ing other people’s money. Also, parents and
grandparents of current SMCPS students
should serve on the school board and live
under the consequences of their policies.

Editor’s Note: Anthony Lotierzo did not
respond to the questionnaire.
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Lorenzini, Armitage Vie for Circuit Court

Judge Spot

Would you recuse yourself if an attorney
or defendant who contributed to your
political campaign came before you in
either a civil or criminal case? Why?

Armitage: Yes. It is a well-known rule that
a judge should recuse himself/herself when
a judge’s impartiality might reasonably be
questioned. In an instance when a crimi-
nal defense attorney makes a $5000 polit-
ical contribution to a sitting judge, there is
clearly a “reasonable question” as to the lack
of impartiality.

Lorenzini: 1 will continue to strictly adhere
to the rules of ethics. If a case comes before
me where there is a potential ethical con-
flict, I will examine the record, facts, and
law and decide whether a reasonable per-
son knowing and understanding the rele-
vant facts would recuse themselves. This is
always determined on a case-by-case basis
and, if is appropriate, I will recuse myself.

‘What programs would you support to
divert certain defendants from jail for
first-time offenses?

Armitage: 1 would like to implement a
Veteran’s Recovery Court and a Juvenile
Recovery Court. Both diversion programs
will emphasize treatment options for mental
health, drug and alcohol addiction, moni-
tored intensively by a judge instead of incar-
ceration. We have the highest percentage of
veterans per capita in St. Mary’s Couty, over
any other county in the state. It is right to
give back to the men and women who risked
their lives for us.

Sue Ann Armitage

Lorenzini: Judges and judicial candidates
are prohibited from making any statement
that would reasonably be expected to affect
the outcome of any matter that may come
before the court. It is important to under-
stand that as a Circuit Court Judge, most
cases I see are major crimes / felony crimi-
nal matters and most would not qualify for
diversion programs.

Under what circumstances would you
apply the maximum allowable sentence
in a criminal case?

Armitage: Judges are given guidance in
regard to sentencing. There are also reasons
they can consider deviating upward from the
guidelines. Those reasons include excessive
level of harm and/or the vicious or heinous

Judge Amy Lorenzini

nature of conduct. I would consider all of
these factors and weigh them accordingly.
My guiding principle would be to protect the
community from repeat violent offenders.

Lorenzini: I am ethically prohibited from
directly responding to this question as
Judges and judicial candidates are prohib-
ited from making any commitment, pledge,
or promise that is inconsistent with impar-
tiality. While there have been cases where
I have sentenced individuals to the maxi-
mum allowable sentence, every case must
be evaluated on its own merits to determine
the appropriate sentencing.

Would you punish parents of truant
school students if they were brought
before your court? Please elaborate.

T

Early Voting Begins Today

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

From May 2 through May 9 registered vot-
ers in St. Mary’s can cast their ballots for
office seekers before the official Primary
Election Day of May 14 at three locations.

They are the Hollywood Volunteer
Fire Department in Hollywood, the Bay
District Volunteer Fire Department on
Shangri-La Drive in Lexington Park and the
Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department
on Hills Club Road in Mechanicsville.

The three locations will be open from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m. for those seven days, said
Wendy Adkins, director of the St. Mary’s
County Board of Elections.

Local races include three seats on the
county board of education and one Circuit
Court Judge’s seat.

Voters who are registered as either
Republicans or Democrats will also be able
to cast ballots for the U.S. Senate race as
Maryland is a closed primary state.

“Anyone who is not a Republican or
Democrat can only vote in school board
races,” Adkins said,

School board races are non-partisan.

Mail-in ballots have already come back
to the board’s office, she said.

mrnt;m BALLOT
DROP BOX

Inzert Ballot Hare,

“We have 8,700 mail-in ballots that have
been sent out and 2,700 ballots have been
returned so far,” Adkins said. “I expect that
number to increase once early voting starts.”

Of the 2,700 mail-in ballots returned,
2,400 have already been canvassed and
recorded, Adkins said, as of April 22.

Those results will be kept confidential
until election night at 8 p.m., Adkins said,

when polls close.

There are 76,343 registered voters in St.
Mary’s, according to the latest board of
election figures, divided between 24,899
Democrats, 32,098 Republicans and 17,983
unaffiliated voters.

There are 501 Libertarians, 16 listed with
the No Labels Maryland Party, and 846
listed as others.

Armitage: The decision to charge the parent
of a truant student is made by the State’s
Attorney’s Office. If such cases were brought
before me, I would follow the law and weigh
the factors of each individual case.

Lorenzini: While I am ethically prohibited
from directly responding to this question
for the same reasons as stated in response to
questions 2 and 3, I can say that Maryland
does have a statute that addresses student
attendance and that I would apply the law to
the facts of each case on a case-by-case basis.

What is the most important job of a
Circuit Court judge? Please explain.

Armitage: The most important job of a
Circuit Court Judge is to make decisions
for our community with integrity, fairness
and impartiality. Being a judge requires a
strong work ethic, strong moral compass
and the ability to make decisions that protect
the public. Over my past 33-year career, [
believe I have demonstrated these charac-
teristics and can serve our community well
as the next Circuit Court judge.

Lorenzini: To be fair and impartial. To ensure
this, a judge needs to (1) work hard and come
to the bench prepared; (2) afford all parties
due process and procedural fairness; (3) treat
all who appear before them with dignity and
respect; (4) maintain an open mind; and (5)
have no personal agenda and apply the law
to the facts fairly and firmly.

April 23 was the last day to register to
vote, but same day registration to vote on
election day is available to residents who
are pre-verified with matching addresses
through the Motor Vehicle Administration.

Those who register on the same day as
the election but cannot provide verification
of their local address may still vote, Adkins
said, but only using a provisional ballot that
will be verified later.

“For the primary election, it’s been slow,”
Adkins said of voter activity leading up to
election day. “But I think the general election
(which is presidential) will be very busy.”

Voters can still place their ballots in drop
boxes positioned around the county in seven
locations.

They are at the Board of Elections office
in Leonardtown, the Hollywood firehouse,
Great Mill High School, the Bay District
firechouse, the 2" District Volunteer Fire
Department and Rescue Squad in Valley
Lee, the Mechanicsville firechouse and
Spring Ridge Middle School.

Ballot boxes will be locked to prevent any
further dropping off of ballots at 8 p.m. on
election night, Adkins said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Maryland'’s Striped Bass Emergency Closure
Continues into May

The Maryland Department of Natural
Resources reminds anglers that Maryland’s
striped bass fishing closure began on
April 1 and runs until May 15, 2024 in the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.

Emergency regulations, enacted by
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission and approved by Maryland
General Assembly’s Joint Committee on
Administrative, Executive, and Legislative
Review, were put in place to try to better pro-
tect large migratory striped bass after several
years of below average spawning success.

The regulations effectively close
Maryland’s “trophy” season during which
striped bass longer than 35 inches have been
harvested in Chesapeake Bay waters.

As in past years, targeting striped bass in
the Chesapeake Bay and its tidal tributaries
has been prohibited throughout April. Catch
and release is prohibited and anyone who acci-
dentally catches a striped bass must release it
into the water immediately. Emergency regu-
lations have extended the closure —which pro-
hibits all targeting — an additional two weeks,
to May 15. This violation is punishable by
fines up to $1,000 for the first offense, and up
to one year in jail and/or a $2,000 maximum
fine for second offenses.

Given the changes, Maryland Natural
Resources Police (NRP) encourages the
public to familiarize themselves with the
new regulations. NRP plans on regular

Dodge Performing Arts Center @ 7 p.m.

Maryland Department of Natural Resources biologists survey and tag striped bass in the Chesapeake Bay as
part of the annual survey of the population. Maryland DNR photo.

enforcement patrols to identify striped bass
targeting and out-of-season takes.

“Our conservation laws are put in place to
protect the natural resources that Maryland is
fortunate to have,” said NRP Acting Deputy
Superintendent/Lt. Col. Brian Rathgeb.
“The sustainability of our state’s striped
bass population is in jeopardy. It’s reliant
on the compliance of law-abiding anglers
of the Chesapeake and it’s imperative that
NRP enforcement aligns with the guidance
of state legislators and department scientists.”

Similar to the annual striped bass closure

in the last two weeks of July, where tempera-
tures are at their peak in Maryland, these
two weeks in May are closed for the benefit
of the species. There is always some degree
of fish mortality associated with catch and
release fishing, and mortality increases with
higher temperatures in the air and water.

The closure in April and May is meant to
encourage a healthy spawn as large striped
bass make their way from the Atlantic
Ocean and up the Chesapeake Bay to spawn
in the same Maryland tributaries where they
were spawned.

The closure is extended through May 31 in
the Susquehanna Flats, Lower Susquehanna
River, and North East River. This area is an
important striped bass nursery in the upper
Bay that in recent years has remained closed
to targeting later than the rest of the Bay.

Violation of this closure is punishable by
fines up to $1,000 for the first offense, and
up to one year in jail and/or a $2,000 max-
imum fine for second offenses.

Anglers are encouraged to target other
fish during this emergency closure. Blue cat-
fish and snakeheads are invasive species that
have a sportfishing following and harvesting
them contributes to a healthier ecosystem in
the Bay. Both fish are appetizing table fare
— and as an invasive species — have no bag
limits or size limits in the state of Maryland.
Tips and methods for fishing blue catfish can
be found on the DNR website.

In the Chesapeake Bay, early summer
regulations return on May 16 for certain
areas, and June 1 for the entirety of the Bay
and its tributaries.

More information on Maryland’s state
fish can be found on DNR’s striped bass
webpage. The department also shares guid-
ance on responsible catch and release, as
well as an advisory forecast for fishing
striped bass in the summer.
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ALAN
DOYLE

A master story-teller who weaves
folk-rock and traditional Newfound-
land music in a unique yet familiar
sound you're sure to love!

Tickets $25-S30

STMARY’S

COLLEGE of MARYLAND

LEARN MORE & BUY
YOUR TICKETS AT:

SMCM.EDU/ALAN

The Natisnal Piublic Honors College




Prayden African American
Schoolhouse Open Houses
May 4 - June 1 - June 15

11aM-2rMm

Learn more about one of the nation’s best-
preserved one-room African American
schoolhouses and its rich history and

importance to education in St. Mary’s County

18287 Cherryfield Road o Prayden, Maryland
Facebook.com/PraydenSchool

ST. MARY'S

Nursing & Rehabilitation

Center
=

« Long-term care

« Rehabilitation A
services W /‘

« Respite care g
\‘ \\
,\ \ l \l !
To schedule a tour or 3 ™
speak to admissions, ,i : m
\
\

21585 Peabody Street
Leonardtown, MD
301-475-8000
Www.smnci.org

please call
307-475-8000 »
ext.125

-
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PORT OF LEONARDTOWN WINTERY
Live music every weekend!

301-690-2192 « www.polwinery.com
Open 7 days a week Noon - 6 pm « 23790 Newtowne Neck Road

10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Visit the Old Jail & Museum and
Leonardtown Visitor Center. They are offering Free

tours and extended hours for First Friday www.
facebook.com/TheOldJailMuseum

5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Ride the FREE Leonardtown Trolley
www.visitleonardtownmd.com/leonardtowntrolley

5 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Audience Participation Drum
Circle with SoMar Drummers on the St. Mary’s County Arts Council
Lawn www.smcart.org

5:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. Drumline presented by SoMar Drummers on the
St. Mary’s Arts Council lawn www.smcart.org

5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Open studio night at Elsewise Art www.facebook.
com/ElsewiseArt3

5 p.m. - 8 p.m. “"From Funk to Junk” opening reception at the St.
Mary’s County Arts Council www.smcart.org

5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Southern Maryland Spring Festival at the St.
Mary’s County Fairgrounds sponsored by Holy Face Church www.
southernmdspringfestival.org

5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Live music at the Port of Leonardtown Winery
featuring Joe Parsons and Grizzly Mountain Grill food truck on site
www.facebook.com/portofltownwine

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Parents Night Out at MADE by you www.facebook.
com/MADEbyyoustudio

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Live music in Leonardtown Square featuring Justin
Allen www.visitleonardtownmd.com/firstfridays

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. FREE mini pot painting & gardening kids’ activity with
Adrianna Reloba in Leonardtown Alley www.visitleonardtownmd.com/
firstfridays

6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. First Friday Printmaking Party at The Yellow Line
Studio www.theyellowline.co

8 p.m. - 11 p.m. Live music at The Rex Theatre featuring Copper
Pennies www.facebook.com/therextheatre
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9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Zumba Fitness Around Town at Port of Leonardtown
Park www.facebook.com/zumbafitnessaroundtown

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Spring Craft & Vendor Event hosted by the Auxiliary
of Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Department www.facebook.com/
lvfd1auxiliary

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Visit the Old Jail & Museum and Leonardtown Visitor
Center www.facebook.com/TheOldJailMuseum

10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Southern Maryland Spring Festival at the St.
Mary’s County Fairgrounds sponsored by Holy Face Church www.
southernmdspringfestival.org

3 p.m. - 6 p.m. Live music at the Port of Leonardtown Winery
featuring Work in Progress and Farm.Fork.Soul food truck on site
www.facebook.com/portofltownwine

5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Ride the FREE Leonardtown Trolley www.
visitleonardtownmd.com/leonardtowntrolley

8 p.m. Live music at The Rex Theatre “May the Force Be Emo”
featuring Hit or Miss www.facebook.com/TheRexTheatre

Sundny. May 5th,

8 a.m. - 9 a.m. Rise and Shine Yoga at the Leonardtown hosted by
Evolve Yoga www.loveriseevolve.com

9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Cinco De Mayo event at SPICE Studio www.
somdspice.com

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Southern Maryland Spring Festival at the St.
Mary’s County Fairgrounds sponsored by Holy Face Church www.
southernmdspringfestival.org

2 p.m. - 5 p.m. Live music at Port of Leonardtown Winery featuring
Billy Breslin and Gato Taco's food truck on site www.facebook.com/
portofltownwine

D you wail 1o adverlise onThis /'”7&.7

Contact Jen Stotler: 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net

RIDE THE TROLLEY!
THIS SUMMER

APRIL 19 - OCTOBER 26
FRI: 5PM - 10 PM

SAT:5PM-10PM

FREE TROLLEY RIDES!

For more information, visit:
www.VisitLeonardtownMD.com/LeonardtownTrolley

[eonardtown,

| ARKET
3 Sireet, Leonardtown, MD,

] 7 PM & Sunday: aﬁmp 5PM

May First Friday Weekend Sale i
Over 90 small business shops

Friday- Sunday, May 3 - 5

Thank You to Our
Wonderful Sponsors:

\\/ OBH

UALITY BULLT HOMES, INC,

|
LBA
SnNeapE'SAACE

HOME CENTER

OWINGS « LUSBY » CHARLOTTE HALL » LEONARDTOWN

A7 ..

JIMMY HAY[IEI\I

REALTOR

TIINES

(o iy

t. Mary’s County « Calvert County




yy28 IN OUR COMMUNITY

Thursday, May 2, 2024

St. Mary’s County Times

¥ Plan Ahead, Prepare

"SATURDAY
MAY 11 TH

8AM - 2PM
SUMMERSEAT FARM, INC
26655 THREE NOTCH RD
MECHANICSVILLE, MD

Perennials, annuals, native
plants, jlowers, trees, vegetable
plants, herbs, ornaments
grasses, tropicals, hanging
baskets, & more

Breakfjast and lunch will be
available fjor purchase in the
Courtyard Cafje

LR T P

Visie summerseat.org gor more infjormation or our social media pages
Summerseat Farm, Inc is a 501(c)(3) nonprofjit organization

Hosted by the ¥ . ]\gonardtOWD
* B BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Ticket Sales 5/1/24 to 6/8/24
Winner will be drawn on 6/8/24 during the Hometown Heroes Concert

PURCHASE TICKRETS ONLINE
WWW.FLOW.PAGE/PEDALFIRETRUCH
OR EMAIL
LEONARDTOWNMARYLAND@GMAIL.COM

Proceeds will be donated to the
Leonardtown Fire Department & Rescue Squad
In memory of Brice Trossbach

Pedal Fire Truck Donated by the Family of Bubby Knott L

For More Information
Email leonardtownmaryland@gmail.com

VisitLeonardtownMd.com Lgo..gra:gu]b

Early: Hurricane
Season Begins June 1

St. Mary’s County Government’s
Department of Emergency Services (DES)
urges community members to be prepared
for the next Atlantic hurricane season, which
starts on June 1, 2024, and goes through
November 30, 2024. While severe weather
can happen outside of this timeframe, it is
the most active for hurricane and tropical
storm activity.

In effort to support community prepared-
ness, the Department of Public Works and
Transportation (DPW&T) will provide
self-service sandbag pickup for residents
on Saturday, June 1, 2024, from 8 a.m. to
noon, at the St. Andrews Landfill located at
44837 St. Andrews Church Road.

Residents are encouraged to stock up
on sandbags now so that they are prepared
before a storm strikes our area. Sandbags are
not pre-filled and are limited to 10-25 bags
per person, while supplies last. Community
partners and DES will also be onsite distrib-
uting free hurricane preparedness supplies
and information.

“We all know that storm systems can move
and change rapidly,” said Commissioner
President James R. Guy. “Distributing sand-
bags in advance is the best way to ensure
our residents have what they need should a
storm system threaten our area.”

Hurricane Preparedness Checklist:

* Make emergency kits: www.stmary-
scountymd.gov/kit

* Home Kit: include a flashlight, bat-
teries, blankets, spare clothing, a bat-
tery-operated radio, hygiene supplies,
medication, a first aid kit, food that is
easy to open and prepare, and clean
drinking water.

* Be sure to consider the needs of your
family, including infants and chil-
dren, the elderly, those with functional

needs, and pets.

» Have a plan: www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/plan

* Know Your Zone and plan your evac-
uation route ahead of time. Identify
a safe place to go, and a way to get
there, if an evacuation is ordered by
local officials. Keep your gas tank full
in case you need to evacuate quickly.

* Discuss with loved ones how you
will communicate before, during, and
after a potential emergency or severe
weather event.

 Sign up for local emergency notifica-
tions at: www.stmaryscountymd.gov/
CodeRed

Hurricane preparedness basics:

» Secure or bring indoors all outdoor
toys, furniture, and items that could
be moved by heavy winds; de-clutter
drains and gutters; and consider hur-
ricane shutters.

* Check on your neighbors, friends, and
family members, especially if they are
elderly and/or have functional needs.

* Bring your pets indoors during severe
weather.

¢ Know where the main valves and
switches are for gas, water, and elec-
tricity — and ensure someone you trust
can operate them in case you need to
shut them off.

» Follow the instructions of local emer-
gency management officials.

Knowing what to do before, during, and
after an emergency is a critical part of being
prepared and may make all the difference,
when seconds count.

Learn more about and prepare for poten-
tial emergencies at: www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/em.
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MAGICIANS
AND SPORTS

By Ronald N. Guy Jr.
Contributing Writer

Life is an interesting scroll. As a child, you observe people around you adulting
to a phenonmenal level. How food appears on the table, clothes get washed
and garbage doesn’t pile up so high as to create some disgusting ecosystem of
micro-organisms and hatching insects is beyond your comprehension. Then
you have the really exciting things like mortgages, insurance and taxes; such
things are just words in a child’s world, annoyances for another day, if the
obvious mood drain they cause your parents is any guide.

Quick story: a dear friend of mine was fielding complaints from his daugh-
ters about being out of a critical snack. He reminded them of the grocery list
on the refrigerator. All they had to do was write down what they wanted and it
would appear — bought, transported and stocked — days later. It is like magic,
he asserted.

Magic. Say it with me, kids: Adults are magicians! Goodness knows I had
many such magicians during my childhood. I hope you can count a few from
yours as well.

As time and years and decades have flown by, I evolved from clueless child
into an independent human, a parent and then, a rather adept magician myself, if
you don’t mind me saying. One day you’re barely capable of making lunch and
the next you’re running a household and facilitating the life of other humans.
What once seemed impossible becomes routine tasking for some older, wiser
version of you, one apparently adorned with a bottomless magic hat.

Parenthood...how to even describe it? The hardest and greatest thing ever. A
source of worry and incomprehensible joy to equal extremes. The greatest pur-
pose a person may ever have. The answer to “what’s this life on earth all about?”
Something that taps in to the depth of unconditional human love like nothing
else. And it comes with a life-long membership to the parental fraternity.

A little about that fraternity. I’ve seen it over the years. Leaned on it.
Contributed to it, I hope. Sometimes words are spoken, sometimes it’s just
two sets of tired eyes meeting in a grocery store — when you see a fellow fra-
ternity brother or sister, you just know. The fraternity is a source of strength, of
answers to hard questions, of comfort with parental imperfections and inevita-
ble mistakes, and, perhaps most importantly, inspiration. The fraternity can be
seen at band concerts, scouting events, birthday parties, after school pick-up
lines — parents sacrificing sleep, forgoing their own interests and supporting
their kids. And then there’s youth sports...

Precisely when the life of sports families changed is unknown. Best I can
tell, purely from my own experience, it was sometime between the early 1990s
and 2010s. Youth sports used to be about a couple practices a week at a local
park or school and games played less than an hour from home. Now? Daily
practices, long trips, some consuming weekends, and travel teams. It is...a
lot, even for magicians.

After the Washington Commanders selected Jayden Daniels second overall
in last week’s NFL draft, he thanked his parents for their 23 years of devotion
(i.e. his entire life) in getting him to this dream-come-true moment. It was a
familiar refrain from other draftees, either in words or video clips from living
rooms across the country — lots of tears, lots of mom and dad hugs. A common
quip to extraordinary moments is “I can’t imagine.” Most parents won’t support
their kids into college sports, much less the pros, but we can actually imagine
the commitment of Daniels’s parents. We can picture the tough games, the
bumps and bruises, the long drives, the daily practices, equipment all over the
house, and dirty jerseys in the laundry room. They did it for the same reason
we all do: simply because their kid wanted to play.

As I type this, I'm on hour six at a track meet far from home, which, judging
from the crowd, makes me exactly like a couple hundred other “fraternity”
members. Now, scale this to a state and nation and for all spring sports. You
get the point. Magicians are at work on a grand scale.

Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

The Tackle Box
Fishing Report
1

Mike Bedwell and his 22 pound catfish caught at
Fishing Point in the mouth of the Patuxent.

By Ken Lamb
Contributing Writer

Plenty of Catfish are being caught in the
Patuxent and Potomac. The fish are hungry
and love to eat cut bait like alewife and mud
shad. They are not picky and will respond to
blood worms, night crawlers, shrimp, razor
clam, squid, and most anything edible.

White perch are now in the creeks and
rivers.

Joe Conant and his 17 pound catfish also from
Fishing Point.

A 35-pound red drum showed up in a
pound net in Cornfield

Harbor (mouth of the Potomac) on
Saturday, along with a decent sized speck-
led trout.

Some spot are now in the area and puppy
drum should arrive soon.

Crabs will invade the creeks on this warm
spell.

We patiently await the opening of rock-
fish season, May 16.

MARYLAND SENIOR OLYMPICS

2024

W

Details &
Registration

mdseniorolympics.org

Call 240-777-4930 or email
info@mdseniorolympics.org

“TO PARTICIPATE IS TO WIN!"

X%,

%

Howard County
& RECREATION & PARKS National
Senlor Games

Association

o iy
Recreation

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

For men and women aged 50-plus. Out-of -state participants welcome.

Air Gun June 22
ArCREry ..o Sept. 28
Badminton Sept. 7

Basketball 3-on-3
Basketball Skills.
Billiards

Bowling
Cornhole

Cycling 10k Time Trials
Cycling Sk Time Trials
Disc Golf
DiVING oo
Golf
Horseshoes .........ccocoviiiiiiiiccc
Pickleball
Powerlifting ...

Racquetball
Road Race 5k .....
Road Race 10k

Shuffleboard

Softball Sept. 7
Soccer 8v8 ... Aug. 17-18
SWIMMING ....ooovvririninns Sept. 7
Table Tennis July 27
Tennis Sept. 27-29
Track & Field .

Trap Shooting

Triathlon

Volleyball
Walking Events

Wi Bowling ..o
Dates subject to change
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301-475-8500

41590 Fenwick Street - P.O. Box 270

Leonardtown, MD20650
e?EILECT{ED
ndependent
pebncl - www.mgfh.com  wnum

Cremation Associal :huoihvn.h Americn

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Financial goals aren’t achieved overnight.

Personalized service means having a financial advisor who
understands you and what you're trying to achieve, and helps
to create a unique strategy based on your needs and
circumstances.

Get started today by contacting us to schedule your first
meeting.

David McDonough
Financial Advisor

41680 Miss Bessie Dr Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301-997-1707

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 22001981

On April 27, 2024,
Patricia Anne
Lachkovic worked
out terms with the
Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Patti Anne was
! taken into the arms of
| our Lord in Heaven

- 4/27/24! Patti was
brought into this world on the same day in
1962. Patricia was the gentle and kind wife
of her husband John for 38 years. They were
married at St. Aloysius Catholic Church in
Leonardtown Maryland, on, August 23, 1986.
They were fortunate to have 3 sons, Jonathan
(Jami), Matthew (Amelia), and Andrew
Lachkovic, all of Lexington Park, Maryland,
who remain to carry on their mother’s gracious
traditions of loyalty and love. Patti’s daughter-
in-law Jami was more than a daughter could
ever be, providing love and care for her, espe-
cially in the last 2 weeks of Patti’s life on earth.
Patti has a legacy of 8 precious grandchildren:
Brianna, Natalie, Emily, Isabella, Hayden,
Mackenzee, James, and Sophia Grace. She
also left behind a future daughter-in-law,
Amelia. Patti Anne is survived by her loving
brother Gary A. Quade (Jessi) of Lexington
Park, Maryland. Her 3 brothers, Denny, Frank,
and Vincent left this world before her. Patti’s
parents, who were waiting for her in Heaven,
were Benjamine F. Quade and Elizabeth A.
Quade of Great Mills, Maryland. Patti has
many friends, relatives and a special Aunt
Theresa Moran who especially comforted her
in the final two weeks of her life. She was lov-
ingly supported by the Hospice of St. Mary’s,
while in her son Jonathan’s home.

Patti served as a Computer Scientist with
the Patuxent River Naval Warfare Center for
35 years, where she received many awards
and recognitions. She was talented and gifted
in math and enjoyed working for the United
States government. Patti retired to enjoy
more time with her family, which she cer-
tainly did! Patti persevered through many
sicknesses, surgeries, and trials to continue to
be fully involved with her family. She espe-
cially enjoyed vacation weeks in Florida each
year, even after needing 4 times a week dial-
ysis treatment. Patti was a hospitality expert,
hosting with her sons and husband many

Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, and birth-
day celebrations. Patti was a seamstress, great
baker/cook, and was gifted with a great sense
of direction. She was very loving and kind as
well as being a loyal loving wife and mother.

Patti was educated at St. Mary’s College
of Maryland and graduated in 1983 with a
bachelor’s of science degree in computer sci-
ence and mathematics. Patti was a lifelong
county resident. She was skilled at gardening,
fishing, (her father was a waterman at one
time) and enjoyed dinner theaters, and she
loved to shop with her granddaughters. Patti
enjoyed serving others, sewing, gardening,
crafting, and cooking and baking for many
church functions. One enjoyable story Patti
liked to share was when she went fishing on
one of her birthdays, after her husband tried
to discourage her because the waves were too
high, and the wind was too strong. She tried
anyway, and the Lord blessed her with two
fish on one line! One of her favorite “happy
places” was sitting at the table for two over-
looking the water at Captain Pat’s Seafood
restaurant. After a lifetime of challenges and
trials, Patti Anne’s heart remained true and
loving until her last breath, as she passed
while hugging a nephew goodbye.

For anyone wishing to give a donation
in honor of Patti and her family please con-
sider two charities she was passionate about,
the CARENET Pregnancy Care Center of
Lexington Park, Maryland, or the First
District Aide Society, of Ridge, Maryland.
One of Patti’s parting words to her husband,
besides “don’t cry, you’re being a wimp,”
was to always “help others”.

The family will receive friends on Tuesday,
May 7, 2024 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, with
prayers recited at 7:00 PM, in the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home, Leonardtown, MD.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 11:00 AM in
St. Peter Claver Catholic Church, St. Inigoes,
MD, with Father John Patrick Tindana offi-
ciating. Interment will follow at the church
cemetery. Serving as pallbearers will be Brian
Quade, Alan Quade, Josh Quade, Mike Guy,
Gary Quade, and Mike Abell.

Condolences may be made to the family
at www.mgth.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.
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To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

American Legion Post 221 Meeting

American Legion Post
21690 Colton Point Rd., Avenue
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

American Legion Post 221 invites all active
duty personnel and veterans to join us for
our monthly meeting on the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00pm. E-mail us at
alpost221@aol.com or call 301-481-6625
for more information.

ELKSs Texas Holdem Tournament

St Mary’s County Elks Lodge
45779 Fire Department Ln., California
7 p.m.

Buy-in: $80.00. Starting Chips:20,000
chips. Blinds will increase every 20 minutes

Please enter through the side of the build-
ing. No late entries allowed. Sign up before
Tpm.

For any question or additional details
contact James Dean: 240-577-0828 or
jdeanjunior@gmail.com

| ST. MARY’S COUNTY | &

LPVRS Spring Craft & Vendor Fair

21685 FDR Blvd., Lexington Park
9am. to?2 p.m.

Get Ready for the 2024 Spring Craft &
Vendor Fair! This cherished event is a hub
for local artisans and small business own-
ers to showcase their talents, offering you
a unique opportunity to find the perfect
Mother’s Day gift, all while supporting the
essential services of the Lexington Park
Volunteer Rescue Squad.

May Day at Historic St. Mary’s City

Historic St. Mary’s City
47414 Old State House Rd.,
St. Mary’s City

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Celebrate the arrival of spring with us at
Historic St. Mary’s City! Play 17th-century
games, enjoy hands-on nature activities, and
explore the beautiful landscape. General
Admission provides access to all indoor &
outdoor exhibits. $10/adult, $9/senior, $6/
student, $0/age 5 & under.

Info: 301-994-4370 or www.hsmcdigsh-
istory.org/events/may-day/

Drayden African American Schoolhouse
Open House

Drayden African American Schoolhouse

UPCOMING EVENTS

Puzzlemania! Jigsaw Puzzle
Competition and Swap
A jigsaw puzzle bonanza! Team puz-
zle competition for prizes as well as
leisure puzzler activities including a
puzzle swap event at Leonardtown
Library on Saturday, May 4 from 10
a.m. - 1 p.m. All puzzlers welcome!
All teams will go head-to-head to see
who can complete their copy of a 500
piece puzzle the fastest. Prizes award-
ed. Teams are made up of 2-3 people,
ages 16+, and registration is required
for the team event. Register today to
reserve a spot for your team on www.
stmalib.org! Only one team member
should register for the team. Don't
want the pressure of a timed puzzle?
We've got something for you too! We'll

be having a puzzle swap, so bring any
puzzles you're ready to part with and pick
up a new one here. (Please make sure any
puzzle you bring to swap has all the piec-
es.) We'll also have leisure jigsaw puzzles
to put together and other puzzle games
available. No registration is required for
the puzzle swap or other puzzle activities,
just drop in when you can.

Friends of the St. Mary’s County
Library Annual Book Sale
Friends of the St. Mary's County Library
Annual Spring Book Sale at the St. Mary's
County Fairgrounds offers thousands
of gently used books at amazing prices!

Cash, check, credit cards accepted.
Friday, May 17, 12 - 8 p.m.: Members
Only Day. Join online at www.stmalib.org

18287 Cherryfield Rd., Drayden
11 am. to 2 p.m.

Visit one of the nation’s best-preserved, one-
room African American schoolhouses the
first Saturday of each month from April to
October and the weekend before Juneteenth
and on Juneteenth. Check out the restored
schoolhouse and learn about its rich history
and importance to education in St. Mary’s
County. Staff will be available at the school
during this time to answer any questions and
provide information.

The St. Mary’s County Museum Division
also offers special programs for school, bus
and other tour groups who would like to visit
the site. Visitors who would like to see the
schoolhouse outside open house hours can
contact the Piney Point Lighthouse Museum
at 301-994-1471.

This is a FREE EVENT co-hosted by
Unified Committee for Afro-American
Contributions (UCAC) and the St. Mary’s
County Museum Division.

INFO: www.facebook.com/events/
688227946784214/688227980117544

East Coast Drifters Spring Open Car
Show

Mechanicsville Moose Lodge
27636 Mechanicsville Rd., Mechanicsville
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

or at the door.
Saturday, May 18,10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 19, 12 - 4 p.m.

Chinese Culture Day

A celebration of Chinese culture pre-
sented by the National Chinese Honor
Society students of Leonardtown High
School at Leonardtown Library on Satur-
day, May 11 from 10 - 11:30 a.m.The Na-
tional Chinese Honor Society students of
Leonardtown High School will give a pre-
sentation about their recent trip to China,
perform Chinese traditional dances, and
do a mini Chinese calligraphy lesson.
This program is meant for children ages
5-14 to enjoy with their families. Happy
Asian American and Pacific Islander Her-
itage Month!

All years cars, trucks & motorcycles are wel-
come. Top 70 and several other awards. First
100 receive dash plaques. Pre-registration
$15 by April 22. $20 at gate. Spectators $5
(under 12 free) Registration cut-off Noon.
For more info call: Chuck 301-751-5602 or
Rich 240-538-4266 eastcoastdrifters.com
(rain date May 19)

Light the Night for Fallen Firefighters
Wednesday, May 1 — Sunday, May 5

Show your support for our Fallen Firefighters
by using red light bulbs in your outdoor &
business lighting from 5/1/24 to 5/5/24

For more details follow the event on
Facebook. fb.me/e/215NG1yb6

Huge Yard Sale

7" District VRS Auxiliary

21506 Colton Point Rd., Avenue
Saturday, May 4 — 8 am to 12 pm
Sunday, May 5 -9 amto 1 pm
Monday, May 6 to Friday, May 10 —9
am to 3 pm

Outside Space Rental - $20.00
No large furniture accepted
Contact Trisha at 240-577-2036
for more information, donations
or table rental.

Tea Cup Up-cycle:

Kintsugi Pottery
Make your own piece of kintsugi pot-
tery art from up-cycled tea cups at
Leonardtown Library on Tuesday, May
14 from 2 - 4 p.m. Kintsugi is the Japa-
nese art of repairing broken pottery by
mending the areas of breakage with
special lacquer dusted or mixed with
powdered gold, silver, or platinum.
As a philosophy, it treats breakage
and repair as part of the history of an
object, rather than something to dis-
guise. For this program, there will be
a brief presentation about the art of
kintsugi, then participants will receive
a broken tea cup that they can repair.

Register on www.stmalib.org.
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Handy Gal Services

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning,
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing
and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting &
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly
Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to
the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal

AND SO MUCH MORE!

ALL FOR A LOW PRICE!
Just call Sam 410-830-1223
References Available

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE

“Where Service Comes First”

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24:in Stock
Other Sizes Available

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts

Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm
Saturday 7 am to 4 pm * Sunday Closed

Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
27898 Point Lookout Road * Loveville, Md - 20656

A

Benjamin Moore
Paints

A """f"' in Moo -.= #
| MWANI:[

Southern Maryland Paints LLC.

23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD - LEONARDTOWN « MD 20650 ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
301-475-0448 e southernmarylandpaints.com

MHIC #16265

HANDYMAN SERVICES BY TOM

¢ Drywall
e Painting
o Carpentry

 Sundecks
* Roofing
o Siding

e Bathrooms
o Kitchens
e Basements

All Types of Repairs

We are a full-service home improvement company located
in Mechanicsville and serving all of Southern Maryland.

FREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 « 240-464-3978

Credit Cards Accepted

JustCuttsLawns
Spring Spruce Up

Free
S tima te

Brush Cleanmg & Removal
Trimming shrubs Cut Beds & Muich
Seeding Aerating Lawn

Call 301-556-8335

Yard Cleah'ub

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Don’t Move Just

Improve!

SERVICES
o Additions * Siding
e Remodeling * Decks
* Basements * Window Replacement
* Roofing * Block & Stone Work

* Painting * Drywall

301-994-2900

Hayden’s Home
Improvement can turn
your house into your
DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239

COLE

TRAVEL

46924 Shangri-La Drive * Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497

www.coletravel.biz

 SHOP LOCAL!

y
REASONS

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Advertise with the County Times and
reach up to 40,000 potential customers
in Southern Maryland each week.
Call us at 301-373-4125 to learn more.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Lions do it

5. In favor of

8. Rest here please (abbr.)

11. Pulpits

13. Leisure activity

14. Fertility god

15. Financial obligations

16. When you anticipate getting
somewhere

17. Spanish river

18. Sporting events

20. Type of tree

21. Ceased to be

22. Persons

25. Synthetic resin

30. Relates to photochemical reactions

31. Father

32. Former Cowboys coach
33. City in Finland

38. Run batted in

41. Got through

43. They darken skin

45. In a harmful way

48. Form of weaving

49. City of Angels hoopster

50. Caucasian language
55. Syngman __, Korean president
56. Sun up in New York

SGAMES 57

CLUES DOWN
1. Cool!
2. Hebrew unit of measure
3. Swedish rock group
4. College army
5. Favor over another
6. Called it a career
7. Egg-shaped wind instrument
8. Israeli statesman
9. Hurries
10. Slog
12. Midway between south and southeast
14. Benedictine monk
19. Self-immolation by fire ritual
23. Family of regulator genes
24. Surrendering
25. Political action committee
26. S. American plant
27. Long-term memory
28. Bark
29. Breathes in
34, Take hold of
35. Everyone has one
36. Valentine’s Day color
37. Drivers’ licenses and passports
39. Outer walls of castles
40. Enters with force
41. One thousandth of an inch
42. Deceased Chinese politician

57. Paddled 44. Sugary secretion of plants
59. Fishes 45. Expressed pleasure

60. Affirmative 46. Shelter

61. Nimble 47. Utilizes

62. Doctor of Education
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. A small island

48 Forest resident

51. Fashion accessory

52. A sharply directional antenna
53. __ Kristofferson, actor

54. A bad place to end up

58. MLBer Gordon

APRIL 25 SOLUTIONS
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PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE

IN COMPLIANCE WITH ELECTION LAWS OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND, NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PRIMARY ELECTION WILL BE HELD IN CALVERT COUNTY ON:

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

AT THE RESPECTIVE POLLING PLACES IN THE PRECINCTS OF
THE THREE DISTRICTS OF CALVERT COUNTY, VIZ:

DISTRICT 1
PRECINCT - 1 Solomons Rescue Squad, H.G. Trueman Road, Solomons 20688
PRECINCT - 2 Southern Community Center, Appeal Lane, Lusby 20657
PRECINCT - 3 St. Leonard Elementary School, St. Leonard Road, St. Leonard 20685
PRECINCT - 4 Mutual Elementary School, Ball Road, Port Republic 20676
PRECINCT - 5 Patuxent High School, Southern Connector Blvd., Lusby 20657

DISTRICT 2
PRECINCT - 1 St. Leonard Fire Dept., Calvert Beach Road, St. Leonard 20685
PRECINCT - 2 Calvert Fairgrounds, MD 231, Prince Frederick 20678
PRECINCT - 3 Huntingtown High School, MD 2-4, Huntingtown 20639
PRECINCT - 4 Calvert High School, Dares Beach Road (GPS)., Prince Frederick 20678
PRECINCT - 5 Plum Point Elementary School, Plum Point Road, Huntingtown 20639
PRECINCT - 6 Calvert Pines Senior Center, W. Dares Beach Road, Pr. Frederick 20678

DISTRICT 3
PRECINCT - 1 North Beach Fire Dept., MD 261, North Beach 20714
PRECINCT - 2 Northeast Community Center, Gordon Stinnett Ave., Chesapeake Beach 20732
PRECINCT - 3 Sunderland Elementary School, Clyde Jones Road, Sunderland 20689
PRECINCT - 4 Windy Hill Elementary School, Boyds Turn Road, Owings 20736

PRECINCT - 5 Mt. Harmony Elementary School, Mt. Harmony Road, Owings 20736

PRECINCT - 6 Northern High School, Chaneyville Road, Owings, 20736

PRECINCT - 7 Northern High School, Chaneyville Road, Owings, 20736

THE POLLS WILL OPEN AT 7 A.M. AND CLOSE AT 8 P.M.

OR..VOTE EARLY!

Thursday, May 2 -Thursday, May 9, 2024
7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

There are three early voting sites in Calvert County:

Southern Community Center Community Resources Building Ward Farm Park Vote Center
20 Appeal Lane, Lusby 20657 30 Duke Street - Lower Level, (trailer in back parking lot)
Prince Frederick 20678 10455 Ward Road, Dunkirk, 20754

Contact the Calvert County Board of Elections for additional information: 410-535-2214.
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Candidates

Why are you running? Include
qualifications.

Jeanette Flaim: My children graduated from
CCPS. I am running to ensure Calvert’s
excellent schools, founded on good poli-
cies with support for teachers and students,
continue well into the future. My 25 years’
experience in finance, contracts, construc-
tion projects, and managing complex data
for a large electrical union contractor,
demonstrates that I have the skills be an
effective, productive board member.

Melissa Goshorn: 1 am a mother to three
children in CCPS. I’ve been actively
involved in advocating for change in our
school system for the last several years
starting with COVID re-opening, masks,
behaviors and school safety, bus drivers,
sexually explicit books, curriculum, and
more. [ understand COMAR Law and State
Regulations, Policy, and Budget.

Could the school board be doing more
to combat the behavior issues that have
been repeatedly presented to the board
such as the concerns presented by the
staff at Calvert High School? If so,
please explain.

Flaim: Yes. State law prohibits zero tolerance
discipline policies. CCPS policies and pro-
cedures, and a code of conduct dictate how
behavioral issues are handled. I will hold the
Superintendent accountable to implement
these policies with fidelity. I supporta MOU
with Calvert Mediation Center to teach stu-
dents how to resolve their conflicts without

Jeanette Flaim

acting out or disrupting classrooms.

Goshorn: Absolutely! Our school policy and
code of conduct need to be enforced. School
staff and bus drivers need support when
enforcing school policy and the code of
conduct. The enforcement of the policy and
code of conduct need to be consistent district
wide. If a child gets caught with drugs for the
first time X happens, every time.

In light of the budget crisis, do you
have any suggestions as to where cuts
can be made?

Flaim: No, the Board went through the FY
25 budget extensively and I am confident we
need the additional $10 million requested
from the BOCC to keep teachers, staff, and

Spg on the Issues

Melissa Goshorn

programs that are necessary to maintain a
top ranked school system.

Goshorn: It’s hard to suggest where specific
cuts should come from with such little
transparency on where the money is going.
If elected, I will require thorough analysis
be completed in many areas to find cost
improvements. For example, transportation,
school programs, and staffing models. The
last place to ever look at cuts is in school
building staff.

If additional funding can be made avail-
able, where would you like it to be spent?

Flaim: If the BOCC funded more than the
$10 million that was requested we should
hire additional teachers and staff, increase

Kelly McConkey

substitute teacher salaries, provide addi-
tional training, and ensure each student has
a laptop.

Goshorn: We need to invest more in
closing the achievement gap caused by
COVID learning loss. We need an SRO
dedicated to each school building. We need
additional classroom staff to be able to better
support student academic achievement and
behaviors. It’s also imperative to update
outdated curriculum, ensure consistency
across classrooms, and provide challenging
opportunities for our highest achievers.

Editor’s Note: The third candidate,
Kelly McConkey, did not respond to the
questionnaire.

Unaffiliated and Third-Party Voters
Encouraged to Participate in Primary Election

The Calvert County Board of Elections
reminds voters who are not affiliated to one
of the two major political parties that their
vote still plays a vital role in the upcoming
primary election. While not able to vote in
partisan contests, they are eligible to vote
on candidates for the Board of Education’s
District 3 seat. This non-partisan contest is
open to all registered voters countywide,
regardless of affiliation or place of residence
within the county.

Primary elections determine which candi-
dates will appear on the ballot in the November

general election. Voter participation in the
primary election ensures that the selected
candidates more closely reflect the diverse
perspectives and needs of the community.
The primary election will take place on
Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Early voting will
be held Thursday, May 2 through Thursday,
May 9, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. Registered
voters may choose to vote by mail instead.
To have a ballot mailed to you prior to elec-
tion day, applications must be received (not
just postmarked) by the Election Board by
Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Requests for elec-

tronically delivered ballots must be sub-
mitted by Friday, May 10; requests for
in-person pickup of ballots may be made
by Tuesday, May 14.

For more information on voter registra-
tion, early voting locations, preliminary
results from the State Board of Elections
and other important details about the
Maryland primary election, visit www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov/Vote. Citizens may
also contact the Calvert County Election
Board office at 410-535-2214 or elec-
tions@calvertcountymd.gov. The Election

Board office is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, at 30 Duke St. in
Prince Frederick, lower level. Stay up to
date with Calvert County election informa-
tion on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/
CalvertElectionBoard.

Find information on Calvert County
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay up to date with
Calvert County Government on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/CalvertCountyMd
and YouTube at www.youtube.com/
CalvertCountyGov.
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To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Sat, May 4

Calvert County Master Gardeners 22nd
Annual Plant Sale

Community Resource Bldg.
30 Duke St., Prince Frederick
8 a.m. till 12 p.m.

Native plants & shrubs, vegetables and herbs
Solomons Maritime Festival

Calvert Marine Museum
10 am. 4 p.m.

Celebrate Southern Maryland traditions
at this FREE festival! Visitors of all ages
are invited to join us for exciting activ-
ities including cooking demonstrations,
traditional LIVE music, toy boat building,
Quilts of Valor display, Chesapeake Bay
Retriever demonstrations, antique boats and
motors, plus 30-minute cruises on the Wm.
B. Tennison! Food vendors will be on-site.
Admission to the festival and the museum
is FREE!

Chromebook Giveaways

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

These Chromebooks have been provided by
a grant from the Maryland State Department
of Housing and Community Development.
Please see the qualification requirements
before making a pick-up appointment. We
understand that demand may be higher than
our supply of Chromebooks. If you don’t
receive a laptop at one of our events, we
encourage you to check out our lending
program. Customers can borrow a Wi-Fi-
enabled Chromebook, a mobile hotspot or
both for a normal borrowing period of 21
days with a library card. 410-535-0291 or
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Brain Games: Mahjongg, Scrabble &
More

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
12-3 p.m.

Games are a great way to keep your brain
sharp while having fun! Join us! Please
register. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.
https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Sun, May 5
COSMIC Symphony’s Concert

Patuxent High School
12485 Southern Connector Blvd, Lusby
3 p.m.

FREE CONCERT - NO TICKETS
REQUIRED. Sounds of the Screen will
feature International Vocalist Lisa Harmon
and the music heard across your favorite
films, including Star Wars, Pirates of the
Caribbean, James Bond, Titanic, and more.
COSMIC Symphony is pleased to present
these concerts free of charge.

Sunday Afternoons with Poppie

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Make your Sunday afternoon memorable by
coming to visit with our very own Pop Star
“Poppie,” our Virginia Opossum. You can
join the Poppie paparazzi in the museum
lobby with one of our educational interpret-
ers, learn all kinds of fun possum facts, and
visit our Museum Store for possum fan gear.
Since the welfare of our animals is our pri-
mary concern, Poppie’s ability to visit with
her adoring public may occasionally be sub-
ject to change on short notice.

Mon, May 6
Book Discussion

Calvert Pines Senior Center
12:30-1:30 p.m.

Join us to discuss the charming yet
nerve-wracking whodunnit, “The Maid”
by Nita Prose. Find a copy in the library
catalog. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Tue, May 7
Tarot Study Group: Drop-In Program

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
6-7:30 p.m.

Come learn and practice tarot as a creative
tool, for self-reflection, introspection, med-
itation, thoughtfulness, or as a fun hobby.
Registration requested. 410-326-5289.
https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Wed, May 8
Job Seeker Resources

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
9 am-3 p.m.

Maryland Department of Labor, Veterans
Program, Senior Community Service
Employment and Job Service representatives
will be in person to meet with those seeking
employment or career change. Walk-ins wel-
come on the second and fourth Wednesday
of every month. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-
1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Resumes and Cover Letters
Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
10 a.m-12 p.m.

Offered by Maryland Department of Labor,

American Job Center, this is an interac-
tive workshop for resume and cover letter
writing help. Looking for a job, or a better
job. -535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
3-4 p.m.

Facilitated by Charles Harrell and Dennis
Poremski of the Alzheimer’s Association.
410-326-5289. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

THE BASICS: School Readiness Series

Calvert Country School
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Stop by to learn ways to boost your child’s
early learning skills in routines you already
do! Explore ideas and hands-on activities for
morning routines, mealtimes, shopping, bath
time, play, car rides and bedtime for children
birth - age 3. Theme: Explore through move-
ment and play. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-
1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Ongoing
Solomons Small Craft Gathering

Calvert Marine Museum
Friday-Sunday, May 3 — 5
All day

The Patuxent Small Craft Guild (PSCG)
Chapter of the Traditional Small Craft
Association (TSCA), in association with the
Calvert Marine Museum (CMM), invites
you to join us for a weekend of messing
about in small boats. All small craft are wel-
come, whether propelled by wind, paddle,
oar, pedal, or motor. The gathering will be
informal with no fees, signups (unless you
choose to camp at the museum) or planned
events. The event will coincide with CMM’s
Solomons Maritime Festival on Saturday,
May 4.
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Study: High School Is Starting Too Early

By Dick Myers
Staft Writer

The 7:15 a.m. school start for high school
students in Calvert County is way too early
according to the Centers for Disease Control
and backed up by a study conducted at
Huntingtown High School.

Briella Dalzell, president of the
Psychology Club at Huntingtown High
School, told the school board on April 25
that the CDC recommends that high school
should not start before 8:30 a.m. based on
the sleep needs of children that age.

She said, “We have been working on a
project addressing student sleep in relation
to when high school starts for the past two
years. This is a project that earned a Girl
Scout Gold Award and something I’ve been
inspired to do since middle school.”

She said in middle school she wondered
why she was so tired in her math class. “It
was then that I went on to talking to my
peers and learning about a kid that grew sev-
eral inches during the summer.

“And I decided to look into that more.
So last year we did a survey. We got 449
responses of our 1,358 Huntingtown High
School student population. A third of our
student body answered our survey. We asked
them about their sleep quality and their sleep
practices in relation to when high school
starts at 7:15 a.m. These questions were
based around what is called the circadian
rhythm. Our bodies have an internal clock
that tells us when to go to sleep and when

to wake up. This is done by the hormone
melatonin. Melatonin for teenagers changes
when it begins production and when it ends.
kids, as we know, wake up early. They go
to bed early.

“Teenagers are not that way. Melatonin, the
sleep hormone, begins production at around
10:45 p.m. and stops production at around 8
a.m., which is the end of first period.”

Dalzell said, “’Trying to have kids be in
first period is similar to making a computer
on battery power. Try and download a bazil-
lion files. You’re shoving a lot of information
into a system that is supposed to be resting
and charging. Adding this high school early

start time with teenager’s biological clock,
you’re equaling a recipe for sleep depriva-
tion, not getting enough sleep.”

She noted, “This not getting enough
sleep, which is eight to 10 hours recom-
mended by the Center for Disease Control,
impacts many things across the board. Let’s
start with academic performance. A study
in Seattle showed a 4.5 percent increase
in grades when high school started just an
hour later. When that high school starts at
10 a.m., the Harvard and the University of
Nebraska discovered a 12 percent grade
increase. Starting high schools later to fit
when teenagers are supposed to be awake,

increases their grades. There’re also dan-
gers associated with not getting the needed
amount of rest. There’s a driving danger.”

She added, “There’s also a mental health
impact from sleep deprivation, increasing
the risk of suicide. And then there’s behav-
ior danger.”

Dalzell relayed, “We have several data
points from the survey that show that, effects
are happening locally; 85 percent of our
respondents are not getting the necessary
eight to 10 hours of sleep and 74 percent say
they do not perform best when tired. A large
majority say that they would like school to
start later after 7:15 a.m. and more than half
have admitted to falling asleep during the
school day.”

She said younger kids don’t have the
same problem so the starting times could
be switched to accommodate bus schedules.

School board member Dawn Balinski
noted some of the pitfalls of a later start
time, “We have heard that there is a tremen-
dous upheaval for daycare. And I just want
to hear from our parents and those that are
trying to juggle it. It’s a condition that is
in a lot of rural areas. We have very few
daycares. We have a three-tier bus system
because we, we can’t afford more.”

The school board members expressed
enthusiasm for the study and urged the other
high schools to do the same thing. They said
they would seriously consider the starting
time issue.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

www.friendsofjeanetteflaim.com

Calvert County
Board of Education
District 3

“ @friendsofjeanetteflaim

To learn more about why you should vote for me, visit my website.

VOTE

Jeanette
Why vote for me:

\/ Advocate for equitable education

\/ Promote innovative teaching methods
\/ Champion diversity and inclusion

\/ Work to improve school infrastructure
\/ Ensure adequate resources

\/ Address any disparities in school funding

IGNITING PURPOSE & POSITIVITY

By Authority of Friends of Jeanette Flaim, Helenmary Ball, Treasurer




Senior Medicare Patrol

Preventing Medicare Fraud

If you suspect Medicare health care fraud, errors or
abuse, the Calvert County Office on Aging can help.
Fraud is when someone intentionally falsifies information to receive
payment for services not provided. An error is an unintentional mistake
that may be corrected after a call to your medical provider or supplier.

Abuse is when your health care provider or supplier recommends
services or equipment that are not medically necessary.

) 4

Contact Us

410-535-4606 or ooamailbox@calvertcountymd.gov

C) / A /C 450 West Dares Beach Road
alvert ouney Prince Frederick, MD 20678

Office on Aging
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Grenis Rebuffed on Call for CHS Action Plan

By Dick Myers
Staft Writer

Calvert County Board of Education member
Lisa Grenis failed to gather any support at
their April 25 meeting for a motion requiring
School Superintendent Dr. Andra¢ Townsel
to come up with a plan in two weeks to
address the much-publicized problems at
Calvert High School.

The failed motion directed Townsel “to
develop a specific plan for addressing the
violence, drugs, vaping, and safety concerns
at Calvert High School, which were brought
to our attention at the last meeting. He would
then report his plan of action to the Board of
Education at our next meeting.”

Townsel on the Monday before the April
25 meeting met with teachers and walked
the halls at CHS and toured the bathrooms.
Grenis said, “T appreciate that Dr. Townsel
has met with the teachers. Meetings are nice,
but I’'m still for submitting a formal action
plan for Calvert High School.”

Grenis insisted, “I think we need an
action plan. What resources can you add?
What additional personnel? I think we need
aplan.”

Board member Dawn Balinski said, “My
concern is that we’re singling out one school
out of the 24 schools that we do have. And
it is the superintendent’s responsibility to
address all. And our job as board of ed, if
he does not come up with plans that do not
result in any success, then that is our job, in
his evaluation, to reflect that.”

Board Vice President Inez Claggett said
she had no problem requiring a plan but
felt the two-week timetable was unrealistic.
Instead, she suggested the plan be due at the
board meeting in June, but Grenis refused
to agree to a motion amendment.

Grenis said, “I don’t think we can put our
students and staff in danger by waiting. |

think we need a plan of action, and we need
it now.”

Grenis added, “I have a sense of urgency
about this. I think that we need to do some-
thing before things get out of control. From
the teachers I’ve talked to, I don’t think
things are being exaggerated. They are beg-
ging for help. And even if it’s not a perfect
plan, we need to do something and we need
to do it now.”

Board President Antoine White said,
“Actually, Ive been talking to a lot of teach-
ers and educators there also, and since April
the second, I think they’ve had a couple of
incidents. But since the sheriff’s department
and the Community Mediation Center have
been in the school, they have said that the
climate has changed.”

He added, “So when people say that
restorative practices or restorative justice
doesn’t work, let me see your certification.
How do you really know if it’s being done
properly or anything else? But when I hear
people saying a lot of these things, I'm there.
I have the conversations. I know what’s
going on. And a lot of times we have to hear
from both sides. If you surround yourself
with people who are like-minded, I'm not
saying this is directed at you or anything,
but if you surround yourself by people that
think like you all the time, you’re going to
get the same thing.”

White said, “I get conversations and
emails from both sides of it, and I listen
to all of it. I don’t make decisions out of
emotion.”

White observed, “They just had their
meeting on Monday, today’s Thursday.
Give them an opportunity to put forth some
energy and effort to come up with a plan to
fix some of the problems, because everyone
in that school, the parents, the educators, the
principals, it’s going to take everybody to be
a part of this. You can’t just have one side.

You have to have buy-in from everybody
to do this.”

White noted, “If there’s a divide, that
needs to be addressed. Maybe they need
to have a circle. Maybe they need to sit
down and talk. Because if the school is that
divided, it’s affecting the kids. So, we have
to get to the root of the problem. You have
an administrator who’s been there for a year,
and she’s doing the best that she can. We
have to support her and give them an oppor-
tunity before we step in.”

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, CHS teacher Erin Hammett
debunked the notion that there is division
on the school about the severity of the prob-
lem. She said, “Our last public comment
was supported by 47 different teachers out
of the 60 ones that were actually sent the
survey. And of those, 30 attended the last
meeting. Twenty came before, Dr. Townsel
to meet before contracted hours in less than
24-hour’s notice.”

Townsel said he had things under control.
“I have the opportunity this week to meet
with all of the educators that came to our
Board of Education meeting the last time we
got together. I came with less than 24-hour
notice, intentionally to see what I could
see without any warning. I spent about two
hours there.” Adding, “not only after meet-
ing with the educators and talking with the
team about coming together with the plan,
everyone being on the same page, being vis-
ible, being vocal, being vigilant, communi-
cating effectively with one another, and not
turning a blind eye to anything happening
in the school. And ultimately, at the end of
that, I walked the halls specifically with an
educator for probably, they can tell you, 30,
40 minutes.”

Townsel was expected to meet with a
group of students at CHS this week. White
said he would be there and Grenis asked to

Board of Education member Lisa Grenis

be invited.

When the vote came, only Grenis sup-
ported her motion. Board member Jana Post
was not at the meeting.

Later, during public comment, the contro-
versy continued. Tiffany Hance, parent, and
teacher, said, “One of my students showed
me the videos of the fights at Calvert High.
I’ve talked to the teachers at Calvert High
about the disrespect they receive on a daily
basis. As much as I love teaching, I’d quit
if T had to put up with that mess. Every day
teachers go into this profession to teach, not
to be cussed at and put themselves in dan-
ger, trying to break up fights. Ms. Claggett,
you said we haven’t gotten to the root of the
problem. Teachers can tell you the root of
the problem is that the code of conduct is
not being enforced and parents don’t parent
anymore. There are little consequences for
bad behavior and students have learned that
they can do whatever they want.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Shots Fired at Cyclists
on Charity Ride

Huntingtown Man Charged in Incident

Deputies from the Calvert County Sheriff’s
Office Patrol Bureau responded on April 27
at approximately 10:10 a.m. to the 4600
block of Hardesty Road in Huntingtown,
for the reports of shots fired.

Preliminary investigation revealed, that
two cyclists participating in the charity
‘End Hunger’ Bike Ride were riding their
bicycles on Hardesty Road when a pickup
truck travelling behind them engaged in
‘road rage.’ The driver of the pickup truck,
identified as David Earl Bustin, 66 of
Huntingtown, swerved around the victims
in an attempt to run them off the road. The
truck continued driving on Hardesty Road
and pulled into a driveway where Bustin
retrieved a shotgun and fired three shots
toward the cyclists.

Contact was made with Bustin and he was
placed into custody without further incident.

A residential search warrant was later
executed where three spent shotgun shells
and a Winchester Model 1300 shotgun were

David Bustin

recovered.

Bustin was transported to the Calvert County
Detention Center where he was charged with
two counts of First-Degree Assault and two
counts of Reckless Endangerment.

Press Release from CCSO

North Beach Man Dies
in Motorcycle Crash

Deputies from the Calvert County Sheriff’s
Office Patrol Bureau responded Pn April 29
at approximately 6:26 p.m. to the 3700 block
of Chaneyville Road in Owings for the report
of a motorcycle crash. Upon arrival, units
discovered a motorcycle just off the road-
way and the operator of the motorcycle was
deceased. The Crash Reconstruction Team
was notified and responded to the scene.
Preliminary investigation revealed a
2004 Harley Davidson was traveling north
on Chaneyville Road. The operator of the
motorcycle was identified as Richard Evan

Ganyon Jr., 52 of North Beach. The motor-
cycle left the roadway for unknown reasons
and Ganyon lost control on the unpaved
shoulder.

The investigation is ongoing. Deputy
First Class Mike Lewis of the Crash
Reconstruction Team is investigating the
crash. Anyone with information is asked to
contact DFC Lewis at 410-535-2800 or via
email Mike.Lewis.Jr@calvertcountymd.
gov. Please reference case 24-34379.

Press release from CCSO

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the
local area full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated.
Working owners assures quality.

410-280-2284 - 301-656-9274

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.
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Solomons, St. Leonard Firehouses Delayed

Part of Major Capital Plan Two-Year Cuts

By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

With unprecedented budget challenges fac-
ing the Calvert County Board of County
Commissioners for next fiscal year and per-
haps beyond, the budget ax has fallen first
on capital projects. At their April 29 meet-
ing, County Administrator Mark Willis pre-
sented a recommended capital budget that
is almost 50 percent smaller than what was
in the staff recommended budget presented
several months ago. Fiscal Year 2025 has a
47 percent cut and FY ‘26 has a 46 percent
cut.

Most notable among the cuts is the
removal of both a the new Solomons and
St. Leonard firehouses until beyond the six-
year capital improvement plan.

Other significant changes are:

* Education:

» Calvert Elementary School -
Feasibility Study moved to FY ‘27

» Calvert High School - Athletic
Field House moved out two years
(FY27/FY29)

» Huntingtown High School - Tennis
Courts Re-surfaced, moved to FY ‘27

» Patuxent High School - New Athletic
Field House moved to FY 27

* Recreation Resources:

» Harriet E. Brown Community
Center — moved out two years to
FY 27

Solomons firehouse

* Public Safety:
» Sheriff’s New Facility — placed in
FY 29
» Public Safety Facility — moved out
two years to FY 27
There was no mention of the two fire-
houses during the April 29 presentation, with
most of the discussion centering on the sher-
iff’s headquarters, which at a recent meeting
was deemed inadequate at its current loca-
tion, a more-than-100-year-old building.
Willis said on April 9, “the Board of
County Commissioners directed staff to
identify aa new, long-term location for
the Sheriff’s Office, and incorporate plans
for construction of a new facility for the
Sheriff’s Office into the current Capital
Improvement Plan. In order to introduce the
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St. Leonard firehouse

Sheriff’s Office project into the six-year CIP,
my office with finance and budget and other
departments, closely worked together and
undertook an exhausted examination of all
projects within the CIP.”

Willis added, “I will tell you that we
looked out as far as 2040, because we had
to know what was out there in the future
to know what we could do with today. So,
when we say exhaustive, it was exhaustive.
So, we looked at that and we looked at the
financial responsibilities that the commis-
sioners had today.”

In moving out a number of projects, the
commissioners also will use bonding instead
of paying cash for a significant number of
projects.

The one project that has survived the cuts
is the new Northern Middle School. Willis
explained, “We’re getting 65 percent grant
funding from the state; it’s kind of hard to
pass up that funding.”

Regarding the changes, Willis said,
“We’re pushing it. [ want to make that clear.
We’re not saying that we’re never going to
do these projects. We’re just pushing it out
to be fiscally responsible as long as we need
to operate as a fiscally responsible county,

Southern
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which is what the goal is.”

Commissioner Mike Hart said,*“I think
it’s important to let everybody know why
this is being done. So, if you’re just not
really understanding CIP or what have you,
the budget problems that we’re having are
real. I’ve done a lot of these, and there’s
always going to be some people out here
that go, they’ve got money. No, no, no, no,
no. You cannot lose $22 million. You can’t
be told about it in January. You can’t have
the largest unfunded mandate.”

The delay of the sheriff’s headquarters
caused the most angst among the commis-
sioners. Vice President Catherine Grasso
said, “I agree with Commissioner Hart.
The public needs to know that our budget
situation is critical. I don’t like seeing the
Sheriff’s Office moved to Fiscal Year ‘29.
I’d like to have additional talks about that.
I want to move it closer.”

Willis said, “We can move those projects
to suit the needs of the citizens, to suit the
needs of the departments on behalf of the
citizens. That’s your call truly at any time.”

Hart asked Willis, “If we had the money
today, where’s that building being built?”

Willis responded, “Well, if I had money
today and that building was being built, it’s
still planned to go at where the, the Harriet
Elizabeth Brown headquarters building is
sitting for parks and rec.”

Grasso said, “I know 25 to 26 is where
we are going to get our bearings and have
some breathing room and reevaluate. But I
think that needs to be done. People need to
know the sheriff’s office is in bad situation.
It probably should be condemned.”

The commissioners still have the daunt-
ing task of reviewing the general fund bud-
get prior to the May public hearing on the
commissioner’s recommended budget.
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“IT PROBABLY SHOULD
BE CONDEMNED.”

COMMISSIONER VP CATHERINE GRASSO ON THE CURRENT SHERIFF’S
HEADQUARTERS.
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New fire houses delayed
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